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Part One – Bibliographical Exercise

The Domesday Book was commissioned in 1085 by William I and is a manuscript record of taxable land and resources of 13,418 sites across much of England and parts of Wales. A main purpose of this was to reassert and validate the rights of the crown; through an assessment of the ownership of property and the accumulation of taxes during Edward the Confessor’s reign, the survey determined what taxes William I could raise. It also gave an indication of the socio-economic state of England after the Norman conquest. Originally in two volumes, it uses heavily abbreviated Medieval Latin and many vernacular native terms. The text was not published until the 18th century, although the original manuscripts have been rebound numerous times.

University libraries, the British Library catalogue, and the National Archives website were used to compile a bibliography of key editions of the Domesday Book text. In the instance of the Domesday text being published across many volumes, editions focusing on the county of Surrey or the town of Guildford have been chosen for this bibliography. 

Farley, Abraham, ed, Domesday-Book: seu liber censualis Willelmi primi regis Angliae, inter archivos regni in domo capitulari Westmonasterii asseruatus (London: 1783).
The first printed edition of the Domesday text, it was published in two volumes in 1783 and initially distributed only amongst members of Parliament. Marginalia were omitted and the publication did not include indices or other supplementary materials. The text uses the “Record Type” font, which was commissioned to imitate the Domesday script as accurately as possible. 
As the first published edition of the Domesday text, Farley’s publication made the Domesday text considerably more accessible than it had been previously. 

Domesday-book, Seu, Libri Censualis, Willelmi Primi Regis Angliæ, Additamenta Ex Codic. Antiquiss. : Exon̕ Domesday. Inquisitio Eliensis. Liber Winton̕. Boldon Book (London: George Eyre and Andrew Strahan, 1816.) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This edition was published in 1817 by the Records Commission. As an addition to the publication of 1783, it includes indices and four other surveys associated with the Domesday Book: the Exon Domesday, the Inquisitio Eliensis, the Liber Winton, and the Boldon Book. These additions make it easier to use than the previous edition, and thus more accessible. However, like the 1783, although the Record Type font reproduces the Domesday script with some level of accuracy, it is incapable of representing the variations of the text and the folio, and is therefore less useful in studying the context of the text.

James, Henry, ed, Domesday Book: Or, The Great Survey of England of William the Conqueror, A.D. MLXXXVI. Fac-simile of the part relating to Surrey (Southampton: Ordnance Survey Office, 1861.
The Domesday Book was photographed between 1861 and 1863 by the Ordnance Survey, using the newly developed technique of photozincography. Advancements in technology made it possible to print in black and red, therefore replicating the colours of the original manuscript. As the first published photography of the Domesday text and an example of the newly invented technique of photozincography, this edition made the actual text of the Domesday more accessible to the public.

Malden, H.E, ed. The Victoria History of the County of Surrey: Volume One (Westminster: Archibald Constable and Company Limited, 1902).  
The Victoria History is a series of ongoing publications which aim to examine English history, county by county. Individual volumes are published for each county and many such volumes include a translation and discussion of the Domesday text. 
This edition of the Domesday text is especially useful when researching the history of a particular county, as it ties together various other sources and information. 

Morris, John, ed, Domesday Book, Volume 3: Surrey (Chichester: Phillimore, 1975).
Like the Victoria History series, the Phillimore series publishes the Domesday in separate volumes pertaining to individual counties. These volumes use the Abraham Farley transcription alongside a modern English translation. The Phillimore publications contain introductions, maps, and indices of places, persons, and subjects. The use of modern English make the text more accessible to the general public, but mean that certain details of the highly abbreviated medieval Latin text which cannot be accurately translated are lost. Additionally, the translation is not standardized across all volumes.[footnoteRef:1] Therefore, the Phillimore series serves as an accessible introduction to the Domesday text, but is more for a popular audience than a scholarly one.  [1:  Roffe, David. Decoding Domesday (Woodbridge: The Boydell Press, 2015) 33.] 


Great Domesday Book: Surrey: County Edition (London: Alecto Historical Editions, 1987).
Published between 1985 and 1992, the Alecto Editions of the Domesday Book feature high quality facsimiles of the Great and Little Domesday, and include a translation, extensive county introductions, maps, and historical essays. This extensive information is published across three volumes for each county. The Alecto edition facsimile is a highly accurate reproduction that, unlike the earlier photozincographic edition by the Ordnance Survey, manages to capture the density of the ink,[footnoteRef:2] making it a useful resource in the study of the original manuscript. [2:  Roffe, David. Domesday: The Inquest and the Book (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002) 72.] 


Keats-Rohan, K.S.B, The Continental Origins of English Landholders 1066–1166 Database and the COEL Database System (Coel Enterprises Ltd, 2002) [on CD-ROM]
The COEL database compiles primary and secondary sources regarding persons mentioned in English administrative documents from 1066-1166. It features the full Latin texts of over 4000 documents, including entries of the Domesday Book that are of prosopographical interest, and includes genealogical tables, visual aids, and a search function that can filter by family, person, or textual source, all of which are especially useful in research and cross-referencing. It is aimed at an academic audience, and is a valuable resource in understanding the people of the Domesday Book. 

Williams, Ann, G H Martin, eds, Domesday book: a complete translation (London; New York: Penguin Books, 2003)
Penguin Books’ 21st century reproduction compiles the Alecto translation into a one volume with an introduction, explanatory notes, indices, and a glossary. Unlike other editions of the Domesday, it does not include the original medieval Latin text. Therefore, although the Penguin edition is accessible and useful in that it includes the translation in its entirely at a more affordable price than the previous Alecto editions, it is less useful in studying and understanding the original text of the Domesday. 

Domesday Explorer (Chichester: Phillimore, 2000) [on CD-ROM]
The Domesday Explorer software uses the Phillimore translation of the text, and features high resolution images of the Farley facsimile, searchable indices, geographic information, and in-depth statistics for each county. This makes it an especially valuable resource for scholars, who can easily locate particular passages, statistics, and references within bot the original text and the translation. 

Anna Powell-Smith, Open Domesday <https://opendomesday.org/> [accessed 12/01/2020].
The Open Domesday is a free online database of the Domesday. Although its search function is not as extensive as the Domesday Explorer, it includes images of the facsimile, an interactive map, basic statistics, and searchable indices of places and people. However, it does not include an introduction or other supplementary materials and is, therefore, useful for quick referencing.
 
The National Archive, London, E 31/2/1/879 (Place name: Stoke , Guildford, Surrey Folio: 30r Great Domesday Book) (12/08/2009) <https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/D7300253> [accessed 14/01/2020].
PDF copies of entries in the Domesday text are available to purchase online on the National Archive website. Unlike physical or software publications of the Domesday, as an internet resource, it is very accessible to the general public. 

In conclusion, the Domesday Book has been published numerous times since the 18th century, for both popular and scholarly audiences and in a variety of formats. These publications have used, to varying extents, a combination of facsimiles, transcriptions, and translations, as well as introductions, explanatory materials, maps, genealogical tables, and indices to make the Domesday text more accessible to the modern reader. From this bibliographical exercise, it is apparent that the most appropriate edition of the Domesday to consult depends on the nature of the intended research and that, in order to gain a more complete understanding of the context, history, and textuality of the Greater and Little Domesday books, various editions should be consulted. 
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