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Assignment 4: Printed Primary Source Exercise
(A): Printed Medieval Sources

Printed Primary Sources Relating to the History of Glastonbury Abbey, Somerset:

Charters and Abbey Documents:

Abrams, Lesley and Carley, James (eds.), The Archaeology And History Of Glastonbury Abbey: Essays In Honour Of The Ninetieth Birthday Of C.A. Ralegh Radford, (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 1991).
This collection of essays explores Glastonbury Abbey’s tradition as one of the primary cultural centres of Anglo-Saxon and Medieval England.  It is the first compilation of scholarly essays devoted to Glastonbury Abbey to be published.  The middle section of The Archaeology and History of Glastonbury Abbey includes the texts of and explores various documents and primary sources which relate to the traditions and history of Glastonbury Abbey.

British Museum Catalogue Of Additions To The Manuscripts 1921-1925, (London: British Museum, 1950), no. Eg. 3034 [with additional bibliography].
The catalogue of the British Library reports that this edition contains transcriptions of some sections of the register of estates in Somerset that were held by Glastonbury Abbey.  The register was compiled between 1514 – 1517, on the orders of Abbot Richard Beere, by a variety of clerks and stewards from the Benedictine Abbey of Glastonbury.

Deputy Keeper of Public Records, Annual Report Of The Deputy Keeper of Public Records: Volume 43, (London: George E.B. Eyre and William Spottiswoode, 1882).
This report contains a translation of a grant of land in Rolldown by Eadmund in 944.  The grant makes reference to a benefactress of Glastonbury Abbey called ᴁlfgyth, who gave land at Pennard Minster.  In this report, we are told that sections of this grant are taken from Codex CCCCI and CCCCXVIII from the Harleian Manuscript.  It is possible that this is the only published form of this grant, as the notes report that this charter is not printed in the Codex or the Diplomatorium, neither is there any mention of it in Wanley’s list.  We are told that the original text is in Latin and Saxon.  These clues could be followed up in further searches of unpublished primary sources, in order to identify further benefactors of Glastonbury Abbey.

Kelly, Susan E. (ed.), Charters Of Glastonbury Abbey: Anglo-Saxon Charters 15, (Oxford: Oxford University Press for the British Academy, 2012).
The Charters of Glastonbury Abbey is aimed at a scholarly audience and contains the texts and commentaries on sixty-one charters from Glastonbury Abbey from the pre-conquest archive. These charters were originally copied into two cartularies in the mid-fourteenth century.  The book also contains extensive commentaries on the texts as well as translations of Old English boundary clauses.  Kelly has included evidence, in the appendices, for further lost charters including the Liber Terrum and other sources.

Flower, R., ‘The Last Pre-Dissolution Survey Of Glastonbury Lands’, British Museum Quarterly, 10 (1935), pp. 69-72, pl. 24.
This article is a scholarly and historiographical exploration of the last survey carried out of Glastonbury Abbey lands prior to the dissolution of the monasteries between 1536 – 1540.  It contains some transcriptions of the texts which originate from the survey of lands held by Glastonbury Abbey. This was carried out between 1514 – 1517 under the leadership of Abbot Richard Beere.  The survey of lands was compiled by a number of stewards associated with Glastonbury Abbey, primarily Thomas Sutton and John fitz James.

John of Glastonbury’s Cronica Sive Antiquitates Glastoniensis Ecclesia:

Carley, James P., John Of Glastonbury.  Cronica Sive Antiquitates Glastoniensis Ecclesia: Text With Introduction, Notes And Commentary.  Part i, (Oxford: British Archaeological Reports 47(i), 1978). 

Carley, James P., John Of Glastonbury.  Cronica Sive Antiquitates Glastoniensis Ecclesia: Text With Introduction, Notes And Commentary.  Part ii, (Oxford: British Archaeological Reports 47(ii), 1978). 

A two-volume transcription of John of Glastonbury’s Chronicle of Glastonbury Abbey.  The full text is printed in Latin only, and so is primarily aimed at a scholarly audience. This edition features extensive notes and commentary on the text, and clearly explains the place of John of Glastonbury’s work in its contemporary context.

Carley, James P. (ed.) and Townsend, David (translator), John Of Glastonbury.  Chronicle Of Glastonbury Abbey: An Edition, Translation, And Study Of John Of Glastonbury’s Cronica Sive Antiquitates Glastoniensis Ecclesie, (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 1985).
This book is the only published translation in English that is available of the Chronicle of Glastonbury Abbey.  James Carley has expanded his commentary on the Chronicle from his earlier Latin transcription.  John of Glastonbury’s original text is preserved almost intact in this book. By issuing the text in English it is clearly trying to reach a broader audience than Carley’s earlier edition, with the text in Latin.

Carley, James P. (ed.) and Townsend, David (translator), John Of Glastonbury:  Chronicle Of Glastonbury Abbey, (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 2009).
This edition appears to be a reissue of Carley and Townsend’s 1985 book, with a shortened book title.

William of Malmesbury’s De Antiquitate Glastonie Ecclesie:

Lomax, Frank (translator), The Antiquities Of Glastonbury By William of Malmesbury, (Felinfach: JMF Books; Facsimile Edition, 1992).
A facsimile edition of Frank Lomax’s 1908 translation, into English, of William of Malmesbury’s The Antiquities of Glastonbury. This volume begins with the earliest history of Glastonbury Abbey, and also includes various legends relating to Joseph of Arimathea visiting Glastonbury.



Scott, John (ed. and translator), An Early History Of Glastonbury: An Edition, Translation And Study Of William Of Malmesbury’s ‘De Antiquitate Glastonie Ecclesie’, (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 1981).
In his introduction to this book, John Scott gives a broad overview of William of Malmesbury’s work and legacy as an historian.  Scott has attempted to unravel William’s original work from the later additions by other writers, to give us a complete translation of the Latin text.  This book is aimed at a broad audience of those interested in Glastonbury Abbey, and William of Malmesbury’s work, whilst also providing insights into the historiography of Glastonbury and its abbey.

Wells Newell, William, ‘William Of Malmesbury On The Antiquity Of Glastonbury’, PMLA, Vol. 18 No. 4 (1903), pp. 459-512 <https:jstor.org/stable/456546> [Accessed: 31/12/2019].
[bookmark: _GoBack]An early history of William of Malmesbury and his commission from the monks of Glastonbury Abbey to write The Antiquities of Glastonbury.  The article includes sections of William’s text in Latin, along with translation into English with a historiography of the text.
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