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Battle of Hastings, 14 October 1066
______________________________________________________________________

Medieval chroniclers relied on oral and eye-witness accounts, their own recollections and written sources. This meant that sometimes incorrect information was unwittingly taken as fact. Lay chroniclers were unusual as the majority were in monastic orders. Academics debate on who is more reliable or whose work offers more value,[footnoteRef:1] but all these chronicles have historical value in their own right, even though the authors were commissioned for various reasons and held their own bias. [1:  See comparison between Geoffrey Gaimar and William of Malmesbury in G. Gaimar, Estoire des Engleis, ed. and trans.by I. Short (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009), pp.xiii-xiv] 


ANGLO-SAXON CHRONICLES: various monastic authors
Covering the period 494 to 1154,[footnoteRef:2] these chronicles are the first historical accounts of a group of people written in their own language.[footnoteRef:3] Written by anonymous authors, the entries are localised to reflect regional interests and concerns.[footnoteRef:4] In a period when dated written accounts were quite rare, these chronicles are possibly the most important English version of 1066. [2:  The Anglo-Saxon Chronicles, ed. and trans.by M. Swanton (London: Phoenix Press, 1996, repr. 2000), p.2 and p.268]  [3:  Ibid., p.xx]  [4:  S. Morillo, The Battle of Hastings (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 1996) p.xx  ] 


CARMEN DE HASTINGAE PROELIO: possibly Guy, bishop of Amiens
A Latin poem describing the battle in detail. Some academics credit Guy writing before 11 May 1068,[footnoteRef:5] while others propose a much later date by an unknown author. If 1068 is correct, the Carmen is the earliest account of the battle and thus an invaluable contemporary source.[footnoteRef:6] Advocates of Guy claim the Carmen is more detailed than the Gesta Normannorum Ducum, more honest and reliable than the Gesta Guillelmi and more precise than the Bayeux Tapestry.[footnoteRef:7] [5:  The Carmen de Hastingae Proelio of Guy Bishop of Amiens, ed. by C. Morton and H. Muntz, Oxford Medieval Texts, gen. eds. V.H Galbraith, R.A.B Mynors and C.N.L Brooks (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1972), p.xv]  [6:  S. Morillo, op. cit., p.45]  [7:  The Carmen, op. cit., p.xxxv] 


GESTA NORMANNORUM DUCUM: William of Jumièges
William began revising Dudo of Saint-Quentin’s De moribus in the 1050s, and within four years after the battle, extended his work up to the 1070s. Thus, the Gesta is possibly the earliest Norman account of the Conquest.[footnoteRef:8] It was later redacted by many authors, most notably Orderic Vitalis between c.1109 and c.1113 and Robert of Torigni in the late 1130s.[footnoteRef:9] William’s narrative holds value as his position at Jumièges meant he was well informed.[footnoteRef:10] [8:  The Gesta Normannorum Ducum of William of Jumièges, Orderic Vitalis and Robert of Torigni, Vol. I, Intro. and Books I-IV, ed. and trans.by E.M.C van Houts, Oxford Medieval Texts, gen. eds. D.E Greenway, B.F Harvey and M. Lapridge (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1992), p. xx and p.xlvi]  [9:  Ibid., p.xxi]  [10:  Ibid., p.xlvii] 


ADALAE COMITISSAE: Baudri, abbot of Bourgeuil 
A poem dedicated to Adele, daughter of William I. Possibly written between 1099 and 1102, the poem’s focus is on a wall hanging in Adele’s chamber that describes the conquest in great detail. There is debate as to whether this poem lends value to the date of the Bayeux Tapestry; if it does, it is the earliest record and of great significance to the events of 1066.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  S.A. Brown and M.W. Herren, ‘The Adelae Comitissae of Baudri of Bourgeuil and the Bayeux Tapestry’ in Anglo-Norman Studies XVI: Proceedings of the Battle Conference 1993, Edited by M. Chibnall (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 1994), pp.56-57] 


GESTA REGUM ANGLORUM: William of Malmesbury
‘The deeds of the Kings of the English People’ covers the 449 conquest of England to 1125.[footnoteRef:12] William says that out of the love for his country and through the encouragement of influential friends, he felt the need to fill in the historical gaps left by earlier chroniclers.[footnoteRef:13] He assures the reader that as an Anglo-Norman, he proposes to ‘keep a middle path.’[footnoteRef:14] There is however always bias, and the title is an indication that William wrote from an English point of view.[footnoteRef:15] [12:  William of Malmesbury, Gesta Regum Anglorum, Vol. I, ed. and trans.by R.A.B. Mynors, R.M. Thomson and  M. Winterbottom, Oxford Medieval Texts, gen. eds. D.E Greenway, B.F Harvey and M. Lapridge (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1998, repr. 2006), pp.xxxi-xxxii]  [13:  Ibid., p.15]  [14:  Ibid., p.425]  [15:  William of Malmesbury, Gesta Regum Anglorum, Vol. II, gen. intro. and comm. by R.M. Thomson with M. Winterbottom, Oxford Medieval Texts, gen. eds. D.E Greenway, B.F Harvey and M. Lapridge (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1999, repr. 2003), p.4] 

L’ESTOIRE DE ENGLEIS: Geoffrey Gaimar
Very little is known about the Lancashire clergyman and historians differ over the date of his work.[footnoteRef:16] He seemed ambivalent about the invasion and saw 1066 more as a union than a conquest.[footnoteRef:17] Gaimar wrote an entertaining romantic history that catered for the way his lay audience wished to view past events.[footnoteRef:18] [16:  G. Gaimar, Estoire des Engleis, ed. and trans.by I. Short (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009), p.xii and fn.11 for alternative date]  [17:  Ibid., p.xliv]  [18:  Ibid., p.xiv] 


HISTORIA ANGLORUM: Henry, archdeacon of Huntingdon
Commissioned by Alexander, bishop of Lincoln c.1123/c.1130, the Historia was to be an abbreviated guide to the past and present history of England.[footnoteRef:19] Instructed to use Bede as his primary source, Henry also used the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle and select material from other written and oral sources.[footnoteRef:20] His artistic writing style and use of different genres made his work very popular.[footnoteRef:21] This Chronicle is staunchly pro-English. [19:  Henry, Archdeacon of Huntingdon, Historia Anglorum, ed. and trans. by D.E Greenway, Oxford Medieval Texts, gen. eds D.E Greenway, B.F Harvey and M. Lapridge (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996, repr. 2007), pp.lvii-lviii]  [20:  Ibid., p.lxxxv]  [21:  Ibid., p.lxvi] 


HISTORIA NOVORUM IN ANGLIA:  Eadmer of Canterbury
Although Eadmer covers the conquest and its aftermath, he nevertheless concentrates on ‘an accurate description’ of dealings between the king of England and the archbishop of Canterbury.[footnoteRef:22] Thus this work may not be as significant as other work dealing with 1066, but it is still an important historical account of Anglo-Norman England.[footnoteRef:23] [22:  S.N. Vaughan, ‘Eadmer’s Historia Novorum: A Reinterpretation’ in Anglo-Norman Studies X: Proceedings of the Battle Conference 1987, ed. by R.A. Brown (Woodbridge: Boydell Press,1987, 1988), p.259]  [23:  Ibid., p.260] 


CHRONICON EX CHRONICIS: Florence of Worcester, followed by John of Worcester
Written on the instruction of Wulfstan, bishop of Worcester (d.1095), the Chronicon is a continuation of Marianus Scotus’s chronicle. Florence wrote until his death in 1118 and John continued up to 1141.[footnoteRef:24] Bede, Asser, William of Poitiers and Guy of Amiens are some notable sources.[footnoteRef:25] Written post 1066, the Chronicon is from an Anglo-Norman perspective.[footnoteRef:26] [24:  Florentii Wigorniensis Monachi Chronicon ex Chronensis, Tomus II, Edited by B. Thorpe (Londini: Sumptibus Societatis: M.DCCC.XLIX), pp.v-vii]  [25:  Ibid., p.vi and p.viii]  [26:  S. Morillo, The Battle of Hastings (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 1996, repr paperback 1998, 1999), p.29] 


GESTA GUILLELMI: William of Poitiers
A biography of King William described as a ‘book of memoirs, written by a man of letters.’[footnoteRef:27] Writing not too long after the battle, William made use of oral and eye-witness testimony,[footnoteRef:28] and the work of Dudo of Saint-Quentin and William of Jumièges.[footnoteRef:29] Although undoubtedly pro-Norman, the Gesta is a valuable military account of the battle and held to be generally reliable.[footnoteRef:30] [27:  William of Poitiers, Gesta Guillelmi, ed. and trans.by R.H.C Davis, and M. Chibnall, Oxford Medieval Texts, gen. eds. D.E Greenway, B.F Harvey and M. Lapridge (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1998, repr. 2006), p.xix]  [28:  Ibid., p.xxxii]  [29:  Ibid., p.xxvii]  [30:  S. Morillo, op. cit.,p.3] 


HISTORIA ECCLESIASTICA: Orderic Vitalis
Instructed to write a history of his monastery at St. Êvroul, Orderic’s history of the church in Normandy slowly developed into Book III of the Historia that covers 1066.[footnoteRef:31] Like other chroniclers writing long after the event, he does not provide any new material of value, but as a social history, the Historia is of great importance as it gives insight into the intricate familial allegiances between the community and monastic houses.[footnoteRef:32] [31:  The Ecclesiastical History of Orderic Vitalis, Vol. II Books III and IV, ed. and trans. by C. Chibnall, Oxford Medieval Texts, gen. eds. D.E Greenway, B.F Harvey and M. Lapridge (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1969, repr. 2006), p. xiv]  [32:  Ibid., p. xxix] 


ROMAN DE ROU: Master Wace
Begun in the 1160s, this narrative was commissioned by Henry II as a propaganda tool to justify his legitimacy to the English throne through his kinship to the early Norman dukes.[footnoteRef:33] Wace did not follow Henry’s directive; he seems to suggest that William pressured Harold until he ‘agreed to hand England over to him as soon as King Edward died.’ He also goes into detail about Harold unknowingly swearing on relics.[footnoteRef:34] This clearly annoyed Henry and he dismissed Wace favour of Benoît de Sainte-Maure.[footnoteRef:35] [33:  The History of the Norman People: Wace’s Roman De Rou, trans.by G.S. Burgess with notes by E.M.C van Houts (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 2004), p.xi]  [34:  Ibid., p.154]  [35:  Ibid., p.xii] 


CHRONIQUES DES DUCS DE NORMANDIE: Benoît de Sainte-Maure 
Following Wace, Benoît has generally been labelled a fawning propagandist.[footnoteRef:36] However, his writing style was different, and he used much the same sources. That is not to say he did not embellish his work, which was deemed an acceptable part of the audience entertainment.[footnoteRef:37] [36:  P. Damian-Grint, ‘Propaganda and essample in Benoît de Sainte-Maure’s Chronique des ducs de Normandie’ in The Medieval Chronicle IV, ed.by E. Kooper (Eds. Rodopi B.V., Amsterdam – New York, NY 2006), p.39]  [37:  Ibid., pp.41-42] 
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