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[bookmark: _Int_Z8R6TJY2][bookmark: _Int_CB0xOj6k][bookmark: _Int_DpUuGwXC][bookmark: _Int_T4Z0qLzQ][bookmark: _Int_VwaP6Bhd][bookmark: _Int_gvEqDloQ]Covid-19 epidemic is regarded as extreme critical world health disaster of the past 100 years, and the highest prominent confrontation human beings have faced, the last time being during the 2nd world war (Chakraborty, and Maity, 2020). This epidemic, an infectious respiratory disease was first discovered in Wuhan, China (Ciotti, et al, 2019: Chakraborty, and Maity, 2020), in December 2019. There was an upsurge of pneumonia of unspecified origination reported in Wuhan, that spread globally and rapidly in barely three months. Patients that are infected with this virus display tiredness raging from a mild to a severe one (Wu, et al, 2020: Ciotti, et al, 2019). This epidemic caused the declaration of a global health emergency by the World Health Organization (WHO) based on the incessant spread of the virus from China to other international locations, killing so many people including children in a fleeting period (Velavan, and Meyer, 2020).
[bookmark: _Int_McH41WJe][bookmark: _Int_fTj5XdYF][bookmark: _Int_LIRNrjDV][bookmark: _Int_kRvwFD4j][bookmark: _Int_4ZgTbLAc]The effects of the covid-19 on economic, political, social, etc, lives of countries globally were negative. This essay seeks to discuss the effects of covid-19 on children and families living in poverty in the Uk. The concept of childhood differs from society to society providing that childhood is not universal nor natural. Every person or individual has experienced childhood and knows what it means to be a child. Some people see childhood as being a matter of one’s size and development. This concept is more than that because these exist characteristics of a child that cannot be seen (Roger, 2003: Norozi, and Moen, 2016). In simple terms childhood is seen as the early phase of an individual by all societies and cultures. Most people use age to define the concept of childhood, most especially in the Western world. According to UNCRC (United Nations Convention on the Rights of Child), anyone who is below the age of 18 is seen as a child ( Norozi, and Moen, 2016). Besides this, there are other levels of development that can be used in defining childhood like infancy, toddler, adolescent, youth, and teenager. The emergency of the concept of childhood was evident through the work of a French historian, Phillipe Aries in 1979. He proposed that childhood did not exist in medieval societies, thereby setting the stage for new sociological models to childhood. Due to his radical suggestion, many people sought to know about the nature and complexity of childhood (James, 1998). He iterated that though there were children in the medieval period, they were just like the adults and were not given special statuses as children, until recently.
[bookmark: _Int_U7yptXTe]There are many methods used in studying children and childhood. Social construction theory is one of them, and it is aimed at understanding how childhood knowledge is attained, who and what influences or shape them ( Norozi, and Moen, 2016). Children from birth to adulthood join in the construction of who they are and become, but their identities are influenced by their family members and society. The behaviours of family members construct and influences the need of a child. Parents go through a lot in the process of trying to shape their children's identity. Children's earliest experiences of social relationships occurs when parents cater for their needs, but this is lost when they develop a sense of selfhood (Aitken, 2000). Attaining good health is a right of a child and subsequently his growth into adulthood. The policies of government regarding health, influences the well-being of children and their families. It is a heavy injustice that children in the Uk lack access to the highest standards of health and the opportunities to fully bring out their individual potentials (Philip, et al, 2003). It is shameful to see children die unnecessarily in the Uk (Wolfe, et al, 2014). There are certain factors that indicate that Uk is not giving out proper conditions for the survival of children. The UK performs badly in the areas of child health wellbeing, and mortality as compared to other countries in Europe. Also, there is a big gap of survival between the rich and the poor children in Uk, and some of the deaths encountered by children in Uk are deaths that could have been prevented. Despite the gradual decline in child mortality, 3000 babies died before the age of one in 2012 in the Uk and over 2000 young people died before reaching 19 years of age (Wolfe, et at, 2014).
[bookmark: _Int_7s8zIZeI]Access to health services is important in the growth and wellbeing of individuals in a society, especially children. Factors that contribute to their health are part of the nature of their health system and the society at large. There are socio-economic factors that influence or impact on the way people develop, even before birth. These socio-economic factors include social policies, poverty and inequality and they go a long way on impacting on how we exit. The social health policies formulated to protect children and young people the level of poverty, and how wealth rotates fairly predicts their opportunities of living and fulfilment of their potentials (Wolfe, et al, 2014). Among wealthy and developed countries, Uk has one of the highest rates of child poverty and it is important to know that the level of poverty can be reduced through the formulation of good supportive social health policies. This will go a long way in assisting households in accessing basic needs such as foods, housing, etc. In countries where there is a widening gap between the rich and the poor, children and young people are more likely to die there. This illustrates the fact that how health is shared fairly impacts in a child’s survival and that inequality impacts health. (Carlisle, 2010).
[bookmark: _Int_VrHftigZ][bookmark: _Int_Kyeno8Sj][bookmark: _Int_aOCt5zWY][bookmark: _Int_TYJ7JrUt][bookmark: _Int_aTOEutvf][bookmark: _Int_bpVcixPy]The survival of children and young people can also be enhanced through sound social health and economic policies of a country. Those countries with an elevated level of spending on social protection have lesser mortality rate for children and young people (Holding, et al, 2021: Wolfe, et.al, 2014). Using the social supportive policy and family policy will help in reducing the level of poverties in children, young people, and their families. Research has shown that there is a low standard of living in the UK, about 35%, for many families. Most families cannot afford needed income to aid their standard of living. Evidence has shown that since the emergence of Covid- 19. People are affected in diverse ways along social lines (Ciotti, et al, 2019: Krumer-Nevo, and Refaeli, 2021: Patel, and Kariel, 2021). Poverty has led to people being deprived socially and economically. In the UK, a lockdown was imposed on its numerously populated citizenry to ensure their wellbeing by the UK policy makers. This was done in response to the coronavirus pandemic. When this policy was enacted, little consideration was given people who are economically handicapped or extremely poor. These people’s exposure to the virus is high based on certain factors. Children, young people, and families that are poor most times live in congested households and accommodation in the UK. About 20% of households in UK experience poor housing situations, lack of accessible space which will reduce their conformity to social distancing (Patel, et.al, 2020). These set of people undertake jobs that do not give them a chance to work from home. Also, poorer children and their families are likely to experience an unsteady working environments and wages due to the Covid- 19 Pandemic. Therefore, poverty will increase a person’s exposure to Covid –19 and lessen his or her ability to fight it, if infected.
[bookmark: _Int_QgQeLnIU][bookmark: _Int_RuBq8D5y]The level of poverty prevalent in the UK also led to inequalities in health implementations and consequences because of the coronavirus. These inequalities in children’s, young people and their family's health outcomes can be reduced through inhibitory support and early interference, governmental incorporation, and whole systems approach. The policy of lockdown and containment excessively impacted on poor and low-income families who had children and young people in the UK (Whitehead, Taylor-Robinson, and Barr, 2021). It cost low-income families much money to keep children and young people at home for a long time. This is because they must be able to access important free services, more spending on the supply or purchase of foods and other necessities. Lack of healthy food for these children which was previously supported by (free food in school) is on a rise. Government's policy of free school meals which was meant to help children of low-income families has been replaced new methods to alleviate hunger after school. The support given by the government for this plan has been risky and sometimes, these actions are not enough to help boost the wellbeing and health of children, young ones, and their families. Already, in the UK, child poverty is one of the greatest threats to their good health, wellbeing, and growth. The high rise in poverty coupled with Covid-19 policies like lockdown and stay at home combine to negatively impact on the development of children, young people, and their families. Sometimes, it could lead to mental health issues (Whitehead, et al, 2021). (Huffman, 2020). Education of children is equally affected by the Covid-19 pandemic, especially children of poor homes. Ability to finish school early and get a job is limited by missing years in school and it impact negatively on living in poverty. Due to this, children and young people from poor families are likely to face a very tough labour market than there was before Covid-19. Educational inequality has gradually increased in children since the emergence of the pandemic. (Lancker, et al, 2020). Though these disparities in education had been prevalent in the UK educational system before the pandemic, it has now exacerbated.
[bookmark: _Int_L1feyjFy][bookmark: _Int_N5pvSoKP]The impact of Covid-19 pandemic on the health, wellbeing and development of children, young people and families living with poverty in the UK are enormous. What has the government done? What measures should be taken to support families living with poverty with poverty improve their health, development, and well-being? There is evidence that the coronavirus influences people individually along social lines. Its effect is felt mostly by children, young people and families living with poverty in the UK. This pandemic has inhibited the economic, employment, social status of this group of people. It has even impacted on their mental health. The economic effects of the Covid-19 pandemic may be felt for a lengthy period mostly by families living with poverty, if not curbed. So far, it has increased health inequalities in the UK and the world over.
[bookmark: _Int_evehGb5r]It has been discovered that children, young people, and families living in poverty in the UK, mostly at risk of being infected, since they mostly live in overcrowded neighbourhoods and homes and communities mostly work on face-to-face jobs that cannot be carried out from home, thereby increasing their risk of infection. If the virous is not controlled, the recovery and development of most of world economics is likely to be slow. The poor families in the society need to be protected from the effects of Covid-19 hampering their development and wellbeing. This can easily be achieved by proposing tangent policies that promote child health firstly. Poor families who have lost their jobs or have their jobs affected by the pandemic need support from government to be able to improve their health and living conditions, thereby increasing the chances of their development and wellbeing. To curb the problem of health inequalities, there must be an avoidance of proposing actions to build the economy, but that will end up affecting poor families and communities mostly. Governments’ policies should focus on correcting the health disparities between the rich and the poor by providing support for the later. 
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