[image: ]

Module Code: BMSW4003
Digital Skills and Research Methods

Student’s Name: Elena Otilia Butuc
Student’s ID: 1921638
Lecturer’s name: 
Amitave Banik


Table of Contents
Introduction	3
Background	3
Aims and Objectives	4
Method	5
Results	5
Discussion	8
Conclusion	10
Appendix 1 – Questionnaire	10
References	12
















[bookmark: _Toc59591879]Introduction
The Immersive Learning Environment or Shortened VLE is an educational medium that is used online, from home or anywhere students want to study. The VLE incorporates everything that teachers use to assist the classes on a weekly basis or whether they are scheduled, as well as everything that at the end of the semester students need to recognize, reflect and accomplish an outcome. For starters, the VLE contains information about courses, evaluations, videos, multimedia events, articles or case studies. (eThink, 2020).
In my university, for instance, we use the Moodle platform as a simulated learning environment and we have everything we need for classes to learn and have a real result in our university economic field.
Therefore, VLE is used not only by educators and students, but also by organizations working remotely so that staff can interact with their managers or bosses, but also whether they need to operate on a project in teams and need regular communication and access to various tools in order to do the job correctly and on schedule. (eThink, 2020).
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We need to remember that both primary and secondary data are needed to be effective in the learning process and to obtain a certain outcome from the courses for students in order to start with the VLE.
Primary data is defined as content which has not yet been interpreted, collected or paraphrased, such as interviews, photos, real-time records, questionnaires and so on. It is also necessary to note that the key proof is intended to tackle certain questions or visions, so it was reasonable to include it from official sources. (Benedictine University, 2020).
Primary data include, for example, the latest updates on the COVID-19 pandemic, which authorities, such as doctors or the Ministry of Health, reported in an official interview before being viewed by others.
Secondary information is characterized as the primary interpretation of details, such as stories told about an official announcement, phrasing and reflecting on something, etc. (Benedictine University, 2020)
To begin with, if we return to the primary data example, the press will try to focus on what the officials have reported and the reports published on them are secondary data as they are both interpreted and seen from the point of view of others.
There are also VLE services on the market that aim to help students, learners, employers, team leaders, and other people who use it to connect and have the ability to communicate and get in contact properly to get things right. The principal VLE channels used are Moodle and Blackboard. Moodle is the forum our university uses in order to keep in contact with our professors and be able to take lessons. The program is designed in a simplified manner to use it to achieve the optimal effect for those without experience running on a computer. (Gallacher, 2015).
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The main purposes of the research are to decide what Moodle gives students, what is lacking and what further improvements can be made.
The first purpose discussed is to make Moodle an open source so that students can access information easily by accessing their account at any time of the day and night and everything is there. As it offers a better understanding of the subjects, providing videos and numerous feedback adds an extra point to the right materials.
[bookmark: _Toc59591882]The second aim is that Moodle's interactions and interaction with classmates and professors do not have the same impact as real world involvement and communication.
The third aim to be discussed is that Moodle is very familiar with the fundamental steps that need to be taken to access the data and is friendly with consumers. The only thing that students need is to have a computer and a decent Internet connection. The style is very simple and discovering all the details and names is very easy, so beginners will also be able to use it.
Method
The methodology used for this questionnaire on Survey Monkey was to create it in order to be able to apply it to my classmates and other students I know attending our university. It is important to note that the questions I created were intended to find out exactly what students were thinking about the VLE-Moodle and an opinion overview. Once I had prepared the questionnaire and submitted the survey, I asked for my classmates' e-mail addresses. After receiving the primary data from them, I began to reflect on it and analyze it in order to be able to crate this evaluation and clarify what the students' viewpoint is.
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	Question 1: How useful do you consider vle- moodle?

	A. not useful – 5%

	B. quite useful – 30%

	C. very useful – 65%



	Question 2: Is vle-moodle a better alternative than traditional learning?

	A. yes – 70%

	B. no – 30%



	Question 3: do you have computer skills?

	A. yes – 95%

	B. no – 5%



	Question 4: how often do you use vle-moodle?

	A. daily – 20%

	B. weekly – 75%

	C. not that often – 5%



	Question 5: do you enjoy using vle-moodle?

	A. yes – 90%

	B. no – 10%



	Question 6: did vle-moodle improved learning from home?

	A. yes – 90%

	B. no – 10%



	Question 7: do you manage to do your assessments in time?

	A. yes – 75% 

	B. no – 25%



	Question 8: are there errors on the vle platform you are using?

	A. yes – 0%

	B. no – 100%



	Question 9: would you like to go back to the traditional in-class learning?

	A. yes – 15%

	B. no - 75%

	C. maybe – 10%



	Question 10: do you have access to a computer and internet?

	A. yes – 100%

	B. no – 0%
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In Appendix 1, the first question was to explain whether learners consider VLE-Moodle useful for the study process. Unfortunately, 5% of students do not think it useful to use the VLE to sue the COVID-19 pandemic as an option to studying from home, while 30% considered it advantageous so that we can find out that they prefer the idea of remote study. For the remaining 65 percent, VLE-Moodle is very successful in the learning process, which means that it has a major influence on the learners and they have started to adapt to the new learning environment.
The second question in Appendix 1 concerns if the VLE-Moodle is a better alternative than the typical learning method, so the results of the majority were exactly 70 percent that they like it better than going to classes like they did before, while the remaining 30 percent were probably nostalgic and preferred the traditional method of learning.
The third question in Appendix 1 sought to decide if the students had computer skills, so the results were helpful since 1 out of 20 said they had no computer skills, so most of them had the computer skills needed to handle the VLE-Moodle, exactly 95 percent of them.
The fourth question from Appendix 1 asked the students how often they use the VLE-Moodle to state the efficacy of implementing the interactive learning environment, so I notice that 75% of them use it on a regular basis, so they attend lectures, 25% of them use it on a daily basis, which means that they relate well to this transition and there were 5% of the 20 students who reacted to it.
The fifth question from Appendix 1 wanted to state whether 18 of them preferred to use VLE-Moodle, while 90% said yes, whereas two of them did not seem to like VLE as much as the other classmates.
The sixth question in Appendix 1 was answered in the same manner as the fifth question, so we can find that two of the students who completed the questionnaire are not involved and have already adapted to VLE-Moodle.
The seventh question from Appendix 1 asked students whether they are able to perform their evaluations so happily in time that 75 percent of them are able to perform their tasks in time, while the other 25 percent may not be sufficiently motivated or have insufficient time management skills to be able to perform their evaluations in time.
Since the 8th question in Appendix 1 was whether the students encounter errors while using VLE-Moodle, the responses were 100% negative, I will remember that this is a very great tool for developers and others who choose it as our VLE platform and a success in remote learning.
[bookmark: _Toc59591885]In the 9th issue of the Appendix, one of the main issues was whether the students decided to return to the traditional program in the classroom that was conducted before the COVID-19 pandemic started. The results were spat out in 3, so 15 percent of the students chose to stick to the normal, 75 percent would like to research again from home by VLE-Moodle, and the rest of 10 percent do not have an opinion about it, so I think they like both modes of studying.
Finally, the last question in Appendix 1 asked the students if they had access to a computer and the internet, but all the answers were fine, which meant that the University did not have to think about the fact that there may be students who do not have the appropriate facilities to attend online classes.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _Toc59591886]All in all, I have to admit that the VLE-Moodle platform does a fine job for students if I look at and review the results, so adapting to evolving technologies and introducing new learning styles is not challenging for students today. It is also necessary to add that students should have access to the primary data of their teachers, even if they are studying online, in order to be able to convert it into secondary data. In my opinion, it is more difficult to have such VLE disadvantages, because students need to be more focused and able to handle their activities in order to be able to succeed in education, but also in personal life with college, families, colleagues, young people, etc. Personally, I think VLE-Moodle is so complex and the fact that it can carry all the information and we can access it anytime in the day or night is a big benefit for all of us because I don't have the mood to study for days, but the next day I feel motivated and I can do it on my own just by clicking on several links to find the information I need.

Appendix 1 – Questionnaire

1. How useful do you consider VLE-Moodle?
a. Not useful
b. Quite useful
c. Very useful
2. is VLE-Moodle a better alternative than traditional learning?
a. Yes
b. No
3. Do you have computer skills?
a. Yes
b. No
4. How often do you use VLE-Moodle?
a. Daily
b. Weekly
c. Not that often
5. Do you enjoy using VLE-Moodle?
a. Yes
b. No
6. Did VLE-Moodle improved learning from home?
a. Yes
b. No
7. Do you manage to do your assessments in time?
a. Yes 
b. No
8. Are there errors on the VLE platform you are using?
a. Yes
b. No
9. Would you like to go back to the traditional in-class learning?
a. Yes
b. No
c. Maybe
10. Do you have access to a computer and internet?
a. Yes 
b. No
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