Anna Lewis  – Tuesdays module 2 – writing focused (3d group)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Session runs 10-12.30 , 1.30-3 (4 hours)

Plan:

By the end of the session you will produce up to 500 words relating to 3d objects/making. The theme is ‘engineering words’ with a play on sentence structure, the construction of text. The style of writing is more instructional, the kind of text you might expect to encounter in industry when discussing design and the creation of products/objects. Technical descriptors will be essential to develop your language in design.

Books to reference for future research : 
Jane Rendell – Site Writing 
Power of making – V&A
Things come apart – Todd McLellan

Students you must bring these to the session:

A made object 
A found object (up to 3 to select from)

10. – 
Intro presentation– writing around objects, descriptive words, technical language, video/article on IKEA products and name choosing/description used/instructions created

10.30
Group activity – team lists of descriptive words/technical words/developing a language around objects/design (test existing knowledge)


11 - Individual activity – take one found object – describe it in writing on the back of a postcard in your own way, own words.

11.15
turn the postcard over, create a trump card description using this template: (you may wish to enhance this visually in your design, but the words are key)

Name it/rename it
What is it
Scale
Comparison scale (to other objects)
Weight
Colour
Texture
Smell
Process in making
Tools needed to create it
Where does it live/kept/used
Draw a quick illustration of the object for your card

12.00

rewrite your description using the qualities in your trump card to enhance the description, think about how you would describe the object to someone who might have never encountered it before. Use technical instructional style language from our group list. (at least 100 words, final formal text)

12.30-1.30 lunch

1.30 take the object you made,  look at it for at least 1 minute in total silence, no distractions, on a white piece of paper.

In your note book:

Write the first 3 words that enter your head

Answer the following questions about your object to someone who cannot see it….

My object is the size of a …..
Is it heavy? Light? As heavy / light as what else?
Is it soft/hard/textured/slimey/spikey? 
Does it remind you of anything?
Does it smell of anything?
What materials did you make it out of?
Where did you find/buy them?
How did you join them?
Is colour important? Or lack of colour?
Is it fragile or strong? Is it falling apart?
How long will your object last?
What tools did you use to make it?
How long did it take?
What is your making process from start to finish?
What are the names of your techniques?
If you had to make it again what would you do differently?
What is it for? 
Is it useful? Useless? Ornamental? Decorative? A work of art?
What will you do with it now?
Where will it be kept? 
How do you feel about it when you look at it?
What is its name?

Using the above investigation I want you to focus again on the object for 1 minute, do you recall, feel, see anything different, we so often look but do not see, we often revisit an object only to notice something else, a detail hiding in plain sight perhaps.

Get a fresh piece of paper and write a detailed description of your object and the way in which it was created. You are not only describing your work in a formal design language but you are providing instructional information to another.  Write it as if it is a set of instructions to remake it. Again imagining they do not know or see the made piece, your description must be detailed enough to allow them to create the object from scratch.
(400-500 words) 

Hand in a copy of your 500 words by the end of the session.


References:
Video:

https://qz.com/896146/how-ikea-names-its-products-the-curious-taxonomy-behind-billy-poang-malm-kallax-and-rens/

https://www.toddmclellan.com/thingscomeapar
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The importance of being skilled
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