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Critically assess the themes associated with ‘assimilation’ and ‘liberation’ as it applies to current discourses on sexuality.                 
This assignment will critically discuss the themes related to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT). From the article where Sawyer interviews film director/writer Desiree Akhavan the interviewer stated ‘gay’ and ‘straight ‘communities are different.  This assignment will look more in depth as to why she stated this, by analysing whether gay communities are assimilation, liberation or both. ‘Human Rights’ will be defined and the writer will argue  whether the Equality Act (2010), The Human Rights (Act 1998) and the United Nations (1948) have been successful in safeguarding the rights of Gay, lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) globally. In order to do this the writer will analyse from a historical perspective, dating back to the nineteen twenties where Henry Gerber set up the first gay rights organisation in America known as the Society for Human Rights, from this many activist groups developed notably the Macttacine Society, The Daughters of Bilitis, Stonewall Riots and Act Up. How the HIV-AIDS Disease spread throughout the gay community. Psychologists, feminists and theorists such as Lisa Diamond, Michel Faucault ,Craig Rimmermon and Hilary Clinton will be used throughout the paper to support the writer’s critique of the assignment. The writer will take a global view of what is happening to social movement of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) communities to where we currently stand today.
The assimilation approach is where the Lesbian, Gay Bisexual and Transgender communities pursue to have greater rights within existing political and social contexts they just want to fit into society but not fight for any political changes, whereas in contrast the liberation approach works for more radical change, working outside of existing systems in order to gain political goals. (Picq and Thiel, 2015).
In order to have an understanding of how the themes of assimilation and liberation are currently being addressed by the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) communities the writer will give an overview of the key political developments starting from the 1920’s when Henry Gerber an American soldier stationed in Germany, inspired by the works of Dr. Magnus Hirschfield saw the rise of homophile organisations and on his return to America set up ‘The Society for Human Rights.’ This organisation produced the first newsletter called “Freedom and Friendship.” After the release of this letter Gerber’s home was raided by the police, he was arrested and lost his job and savings. The Society disbanded and Gerber relocated to New York where he continued writing as an activist under the pen name “Parisex” (Library, 2018). In the 1950’s arguably, the two most influential organizations of the homophile movement were the Daughters of Bilitis and the Mattachine Society. The Mattachine Society was formed by Harry Hay the Society provided a space for gays and lesbians to gather and talk about their lifestyles, this society was based on the assimilation approach as their agenda was not to be different but to have the right to claim the same as everyone else in society as Urvashi Viad has argued the assimilationist view is deeply placed in virtual equality, needing to be accepted in society (Rimmerman, 2015). This movement was radical at its time, as to be open about their sexuality and gather as a community, where in some places it was still illegal to be homosexual was not easy. Again in the 1950’s One of the first lesbian organisations influenced by the Mattachine Society was established, The Daughters of Bilitis (DOB) started with just eight members and met in secret as there were few opportunities for lesbians to meet, lesbians were subject to discrimination and open hostility when out in public. The group mirrored the Mattachine Society and its homophile principles as both groups were founded with social intent, to educate people against the stereotype of homosexuals as “sick”, and later turning political to strengthen their cause. Both organisations worked tirelessly to combat the fear that surrounded the queer community, as periodic police raids on gay and lesbian bars and bigotry from the public often isolated gay people. One of the priorities for both groups was to “fit in” to the heteronormative community again the assimilation approach. However the Daughters of Bilities primary concern was to support the causes of women and lesbians. The assimilationist strategy continued into the 1960’s, at this time in America to be openly gay was illegal, people lost their jobs and were isolated from their communities which is why the gay community started meeting in gay bars where they could socialize in relative safety (Woods, 2016). Often these bars were raiding on the pretext of not having a licence to serve alcohol, customers were “roughed up” and those not wearing three items of appropriate gender clothing were arrested (Carter, 2013).Police harassment was common place for the gay community  and tensions were rising as homosexuals were being openly discriminated against. The turning point from the assimilation approach to the liberation approach came after the night of the famous Stonewall uprising in 1969. A popular bar for lesbians, gays, drags queens and transgender people to socialise, again the bar was raided by the police and arrests were being made, but this time the people fought back, throwing money at the police, jeering at them for their continual harassment. The police more used to passive behaviour were forced to retreat into the Stonewall Inn the crowd outside grew ending with the bar being set on fire, eventually fire trucks arrived with a task force specifically equipped to deal with riots. The riots continued for six nights (Carter, 2013). Following the Stonewall riots, the Gay Liberation Front was formed. This was the first time for an organisation to use the word “gay” in their name.
Early in the 1980’s a new deadly disease spread through as America known as Acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) little was known about the disease, however AIDS was largely associated with marginalized groups such as homosexuals and drug users and was commonly named gay pneumonia, gay cancer and the gay plague. President Reagan ignored the outbreak and refused to fund research to help resolve the disease; happy to leave marginalizes groups to their fate which was ultimately death (Baume, 2019). Due to the governments lack of action response fell to community activists and groups such as Gay Men’s Health Crisis (GMHC) and ACT UP formed to help fund research for this new disease and support those affected by it (Gmhc.org, 2019).
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that every person has the right to life, privacy, health and equality, as well as the right to freedom of expression from discrimination and violence, including torture (OHCHR.org, 2018). Article 2 of the Human Rights Act(1948) states without exception that no person should be discriminated against for their race, colour, sex, language, religion, this applies equally to men and women. However despite the law, the human rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) people are not being met as internationally there are still at least seventy six countries that criminalize same sex relationships, six countries implement the death penalty for their sexual orientation and many Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) people live in fear of persecution because of their gender identity (Altman and Symons, 2016). Governments now have policies in place to protect the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) people. The Equality Act (2010) has nine characteristics that are protected by law, two relate specifically to the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual  and Transgender community, gender reassignment and sexual orientation,  but  this top down approach is not working as a recent government survey showed that two thirds of Lesbians, Gays, Bisexual and Transgender people still avoided holding hands in public with the same sex partner that they also faced Significant barriers in the work place and participating fully in public life (Government Qualities Office, 2018). This reiterates Akhavan’s statement that you are judged by your lifestyle choice, that to be openly gay in today’s society is difficult as even though there have been huge strides forward for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender communities there is also a counter discourse to remain with traditional values (Sawyer, 2018). Many countries have dominant values and beliefs and use religion and culture through politics to influence judgements as Faucault stated the phenomenon of sexuality is ultimately driven by biological drivers which have been influenced by institutions and discourses (Matos, 2019). Hilary Clinton is an advocate for human rights particularly the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) she openly condemned dominant Donald Trump President of America, for rescinding protection for transgender students, the cuts for funding AIDS and HIV research and by replacing the first openly gay Army Secretary with heterosexual man. Stating that the future “May not be as secure as we once expected.” (Eli Watkins, 2019).
The liberation approach is broadly favours the bottom- up approach where they believe for there to be effective change it needs to come directly from the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Community. Their mission was to challenge the norms of society and confront authority and institutions.  Since the Stonewall Riots many social movement groups have been set up. They strive to gain political rights by gaining a voice through numbers joining their groups who rely on a shared identity to carry out their cause (Rimmerman, 2015). Through large scale protests such as Gay Pride which stemmed from the Stonewall uprising they have achieved some political gains, such as gay marriage, but as with the top down approach which is policy and government driven and follows the assimilation approach which is rights based, the bottom up approach also has some failings. By becoming bigger and needing funding to support the movement some liberates feel that they have sold out to organisations that fund their cause, therefore losing their political edge to be effective and some feel that they have been assimilated back into the mainstream. Some of these organisations that support the Liberation Movement also fund and support other organisations abroad that go against everything that the liberation movement stand against. In Israel they are at present promoting their country as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender friendly by stating that it is a fun place to go on holiday, that it is now a modern country and supports gay rights (Bassily, 2019). However many feel that this is ‘pink washing’ as they want to gloss over the war crimes that Israel have committed and their occupation of Palestine where there are no rights for Lesbians, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people, hence the term pink washing. The same can be said for South Africa, Sun City is a magnet for gay holidays, but the reality is that outside of this tourist area homosexuals are having hate crimes committed against them ranging from being beaten up, raped and even murdered these crimes are often government led(Conrad, 2013).
Today even in Briton hate crimes are still being carried out against homosexuals, just recently Gareth Thomas former rugby international player for Wales was attacked on a night out in Cardiff. He took to social media to make a positive video about the ‘hate crime’ that was carried out against him for his sexuality. He thanked people for their support and in particular the police who allowed Gareth the opportunity to do restorative justice with the person involved in the attack, believing that they could learn more this way. From this the sixteen year old person who instigated the attack apologised. According to Barton (2004) Restorative justice is about placing the needs of the victim first and to provide positive solutions to the crime so that the person who committed the crime is held accountable and feel remorseful for their actions. By having famous people ‘come out’ social media and more gay story lines in soaps and films have helped the plight of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people, by normalising their sexuality is helping to make it more acceptable and gives courage for those individuals who are too fearful to openly admit their sexuality to ‘come out’ themselves. Social media again has played a large part for activist groups to air their voice, in India homosexuals took to the streets and danced this was filmed and placed on social media, the impact was huge and these activist groups helped to decriminalise homosexuality.
  To conclude this assignment has reflected and critiqued upon whether gay communities should follow the assimilate approach or the liberation approach as it applies to the current discourses on sexuality. The writer feels that there is a place for both as through researches as shown some people simply just want to fit into society and have their individual rights met. While others want to make a stance and stand within a group to fight for their rights and question how they are treated by society and political institutions. In order for Lesbian, Gay, bisexual and Transgender LGBT people to have equal rights more needs to be done both by governments and political leaders to safeguard the rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) and the way forward to address these rights and issues is through education. It has been acknowledged that by educating people, they are more informed and therefore will realise that every single person has the right to be who they want to be without fear of appraisals and persecution. Political Leaders globally need to make a stance and stand up for the rights of all human beings as stated in the Human Rights Act. Hilary Clinton’s speech at the
“Like being a woman, like being a racial, religious, tribal, or ethnic minority, being LGBT does not make you less human. And that is why gay rights are human rights, and human rights are gay rights.” (Independent, 2019).
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