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[image: ]This travel review will be about the tourism within Japan, talking about the travel and tourism statistics of Japan such as how many annual visitors they get and where the most tourists are from. The author will also be writing about why people travel to Japan and what attractions they offer for different types of people. Another thing that is going to be mentioned will be the impacts that these tourists have on Japan and Japan’s tourism number goals for the years to come.  Japan is located in Eastern Asia and Tokyo is the capital City.
[image: ](Ontheworldmap)

Japan had received 31.2 million foreign tourists in 2018, this is an 8.7% rise compared to 2017. The government has a plan to increase the amount of tourists to 40 million oversea visitors in 2020 for the Tokyo Olympics. Between the months of February to June 2018 there was a double increase of tourists comparing to the same time frame from the year before. 

[image: ]The graph on the side shows the chart of Japan’s overseas tourism numbers growing up until 2018. The next chart shows where these tourists are travelling from. The most popular travellers come from East Asia which makes up 73.4 percent, China taking up the most of that percentage then South Korea and lastly Taiwan. Then all other countries make up 26.6%. The list on the side shows all the countries and how many from each country have visited Japan.

[image: ]













Japan has a vast and broad range of tourists as they offer a lot of different things to suit almost each and every type of tourist there is. All of who will have their own unique reason and interests of why they want to travel to Japan. Listed below are only a handful of the type of tourists that may want to visit to Japan and what is there that appeals to those people:
1. Budget conscious- In Japan there are a lot of different places to stay, eat and activities to do while being relatively cheap and good value. Some places are also free to visit, once in Japan you can be on a strict budget but yet still enjoy yourself, the flights will most likely be the most expensive thing depending on where you are flying from and the distance but even then you can get budget airlines from a certain point. 
2. Outdoor/adventurer– Japan has a lot to offer on the scenic side for those who love the outdoors as there are loads of camping sites and national parks to stay and visit,
 to also experience and bring out a wild side that people didn’t know they had.
3. [image: ]Family oriented- Japan is one of the most family friendly countries in Asia as they offer a high amount of family friendly activities and attractions, such as Tokyo Disneyland & Disney sea Resort, and Osaka Universal Studios Japan are the main big ones but there are also some smaller theme parks. 
4. [image: ][image: ]Gastro-Tourism- Japan is very unique when it comes to their food which can differ between regions. They have over 200 Michelin star restaurants to go to for those looking for a more luxurious taste. Traditional foods usually include a variety of different types of noodles, sushi, fish and tempura which are usually presented on wooden and ceramic dishes which can be very appealing to the eye and photo worthy. They also offer street food options which are commonly found at Osaka, here there is a well know food street called Dotonbori. It is very usual there to have takoyaki which are octopus balls, kushikatsu, these are either deep fried vegetables or meat on skewers. You can also try okonomiyaki, this is a Japanese pizza. In Ueno, Tekeshita street in Harajuku is another place that offers loads of street food venders. (Simply home cooked)
(eatandtravelwithus)

5. Otaku- this is a Japanese sub culture and people will travel near and far to witness this type of subculture for themselves. The word otaku can translate to mean nerd or fanatic and it is highly used for people who have a big interest in something that is related to Japan. There are different types of otakus such as manga which are a genre of book very similar to comic books, anime (Japanese cartoons/animation), video games, and idol (musicians). People may spend a lot of money on collectible items. These can include but not limited to figurines, dvds, books and costumes. In electric town in Akihabara they have posters the size of billboards and buildings of the newest video games, manga and anime. Along with having themed cafes where the woman are dressed up in cosplay from said things or in maids outfits. In this street you can also buy cosplays, comics, music, toys and anything related to the Otaku sub culture, other places you can visit for this are Otome road in Ikebukuro and Nakano Broadway. This can be classes as a niche tourism, this means that it is unique to either a specific place country or to a persons hobby or interests. 

There are many more reasons why people travel to Japan and more things to do attract a certain kind of people, these may also include fashionistas as Japan has a wide range of new styles and is also well known for fashion, chill-seeker (people who like horrors) , history buff, music fans as Japan is also famous for music such as J-pop (Japan Pop and and Vacaloid which is music that is all done by computer sounds not by an actual singer, the most family being Hatsune Miku), Artsy, theatre lover, couples, socialiser, solo traveller, photographer Japan is an amazing place to go for photos as a lot of things are painted in pastel like colours and are very photogenic, perfect to upload to show your friend and family. animal/nature lover, sun seeker/beach lover, soul searcher and skier/snow lover.

Impacts of tourism 
As there has been a major spark in tourism for japan, this has created a massive positive impact for the rural areas as people have been staying in local hotels and inn within the rural places. The places outside of the metropolitan areas which surround Osaka, Nagoya and Tokyo accounted for 40% of the total tourists in 2017. The government wants this number to be raised to 50% in the next few years in the run up of the 2020 Olympic and Paralympic. Some strategies that they are planning include unlimited ride tickets by the railway company within the Shikoku region and events to be held in Saga. There has also been more hotel constructions within in five prefectures, these are Saga, Okinawa, Kagawa, Okayama and Aomori, these places have also have had in increased with flight links to China and South Korea. The government wants people to visit more places in Japan which aren’t Nagoya, Tokyo, Osaka and Kyoto.  
Some places may currently be off limits both actual parts of Japan and attractions in general or closed due to the recent and current out break of the Coronavirus. While this is happening  it is best to check what places are okay to go and what places are not another thing that is also important is to follow all of the health guidelines to keep it under control and to minimise the amount of people affected. 


Attractions
Mount Fuji- This mountain is 3776 metres tall and is the tallest in Japan along with it being recognised as a sacred place of worship. It classes as an active volcano but the last eruption happened in 1707. The location of Mount Fuji is between Yamanashi and Shizuoka, on clear days you can see it from Tokyo and Yokohama. 
[image: ][image: ]Tokyo Skytree- The Tokyo Skytree is a television bread casting tower and is located in Sumida City Ward. It stands at 634 metres and is the tallest structure in Japan along with it being the second tallest in the world at the time of it being completed. It has a large shopping centre and an aquarium on the bottom floor and in the higher floors there are two observation decks that offer an amazing view of Tokyo. One deck is at 350 metres high and the section is at 450 metres high which are the highest observation decks in Japan along with also offering a full 360° panorama view of the city & Park. This is the number one attraction out of twenty five within Osaka, it was originally being constructed on the Ishiyama Honganji temple in the year 1583. It was the biggest castle at that time. It has been destroyed and rebuilt many times over the years and the final completion of it wasn’t done until 1931 and more repairs happened in 1997. To date it is completely modern inside with an Elevator for easily access. The park that the castle is located in has about two kilometres of green space with sport facilities, a shrine that is dedicated to Toyotomi Hideyoshi along with having a multi-purpose arena called Osakajo Hall. The park is a highly popular in Hanami when it is blossom season, this is usually in early April. The castle itself is shut from February 29 until the 15th March due to the outbreak of the Coronavirus to try and prevent the virus from spreading.(Japan guide)
(Japan guide)


The attractions can count as the products which people buy in exchange for experiences, also different attractions fills the wants and needs of different tourists. An example of this would be a family with two young children would have a very different idea of what they want compared to some one travelling for gastro tourism as they would visit different sites if tourism and eat as different places. 

Transportation in Japan
There are many forms of public transportation in Japan to help tourists and the general public to get around and to their wanted or needed destinations. 
Trains: There are three types of trains which can be used to either go from city to city or even to region to region. JR Trains- This is divided into regional entities that manage their own network, there is a JR Regional pass which is the most economical way to travel around one region. Shinkansen- This is a “bullet train” which is used for speed and comfort for a low cost if the passenger has a Japan Rail Pass. This type of train offers the route of Kyoto-Tokyo, Tokyo-Hiroshima and Tokyo-Kanazawa. Lastly there are private lines, these offer equivalent or even better quality than JR Trains and are usually at a better price.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Subways: Every big city in Japan will have their own lines that are safe and punctual, this is the most common way of transportation that people use. It is highly important to know how the metres system works as for someone knew it can be confusing but some cities such as Tokyo will have an app to help guide people to the right place. If people are planning to have long stays in Tokyo it is a good idea to get a prepaid travel card that can save the traveller time. There is also another pass which is unlimited that can either be used for 1,2 or 3 days. The Tokyo subway day ticket is a great way for easy travel around Tokyo.

Conclusion 
To conclude this report of Japan it is very suitable for everyone to visit and is continuing to improve and develop so that they can attraction more tourists and to increase the annual visit numbers. They have thought well about how they can cater to everyone’s needs and wants no matter if it is the attractions, food or just general interests. It is highly unique with things that is not going to be seen anywhere else and is truly an one of a kind place.
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Top 20 Countries/Regions by Number of

Visitors
1 China 8,380,100
2 South Korea 7,539,000
3 Taiwan 4,757,300
4 Hong Kong 2,207,900
5 United States 1,526,500
6 Thailand 113200
7 Australia 552,400
8 Philippines 504,000
9 Malaysia 468,300
10 Singapore 437,300
n Indonesia 396,900
2 Vietnam 389,00
3 Britain 334,000
14 Canada 330,500
5 France 304,900
16 Germany 215300
17 India 154,100
8 Italy 150,000
) Spain 118,900
20 Russia 94,800
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