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Proposal
Finding Yourself, The Meaning of Your Twenties.

During my second-year project my focus was bringing the message across on how perfection is only achieved through mistakes and learning from them, making perfection based on what you have and what you can achieve. Throughout my project I looked at mistakes and flaws we pick up on day to day, search for perfection within ourselves and lives, my project was to show that real perfection is gained by mistakes and self-growth, to become who we want to e. during this project I realized that the main age struggling with this issue is people in their twenties. Our twenties are known to be the “best years of our lives” although this may not seem true due to constant search and mistakes. As someone who has recently started their twenties, I understand the pressure of finding yourself during this time, which is why I want to delve into this project theme for my final year. Within my proposal for my dissertation, I will be delving into three key words within my chosen theme, including related images and artists. My key words I decide to delve into are; Mistakes, which link into my project this year around making mistakes and perfection. Discovery, finding out who we are and how important this is as part of our lives, especially at the age of our twenties. Finally, “Journey.” We are made and created based on individual journeys that form us throughout our lifetime. While looking into these artists and their work I will be analyzing the meaning behind their work, how it has made me feel and think about the artist and their art, and how they are going to help impact my work during this project of my final year. 

[bookmark: _Int_Wz9ffOL9]Discovery. The first key word I have chosen to delve into is the word, Discovery. During our lives we discover so much, about ourselves and about others. The first artist I want to have a look at is Micheal Reeder’s work on identity and sense of self. Micheal Reeder is an Urban Contemporary artist from Dallas. His practices are not commonly paired with traditional painting. His artwork includes vibrant colors and striking geometric patterns, also linking in lifelike imagery, his pieces showing an exploration of identity. The image I have chosen from Micheal Reeder’s pieces is Sacred Journey, Micheal Reeder, 2018. With this art piece, Micheal Reeder wanted the audience to look at the themes of being lost and seeming like an outsider. When looking at Micheal Reeder’s work I notice the links between abstract and realism, linking into the themes of being an outsider, almost feeling out of place and not sure where you belong. I like the use of vibrant colors and a plain background, highlighting the subject. The cut-out imagery is an interesting choice especially with the eyes of the subject, again highlighting that abstract and almost unreal look to the image. The cut-out parts of the image give me the feeling of someone trying to piece themselves together. I really like Micheal Reeder's work as I believe it links in well with what I am trying to show within my project. I will want to investigate using vibrant colors within my project to make the subject stick out. I also really like the use of a collage style image, something I would like to practice within my project, reflecting the message of trying to piece yourself together to make a person, which is a noticeably big part of your twenties. 
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 Sacred Journey, Micheal Reeder, 2018.

Mistakes. The second key word I have chosen is the word, Mistakes. Part of life is learning from our mistakes, although it is one of the toughest things to get used to, it forms who we are in life and what we know and have learned. Whether they are small or big, each one has an impact on us. Which is why I have chosen this to be one of my key words.
[bookmark: _Int_Xdt9wTSH][bookmark: _Int_cHncd0q5][bookmark: _Int_FCKDO7Mi]The first artist I wanted to have a look at is Julia Margaret Cameron’s. Julia was a photographer around the 1860’s. Over her years of becoming a photographer her images claimed more negative than a positive review. Although her “mistakes” made during the images would end up being her hallmark. At the time of her taking on the photography world, many people viewed photography as a science rather than an art style, her peers had goals of creating realistic and accurate images rather than creating imagery based around emotion and expression. Her process for developing the images was the wet collodion process, which includes coating glass with an even layer of collodion, sensitizing in with a bath of silver nitrate and exposing and developing the plate. The image I have chosen is, My Favorite Photo, Julia Maragret Cameron, 1867. This portraiture photo of her niece Julia Jackson ended up becoming Maragret's favorite photos she has ever taken. The “flaws " within her work were the blurred focus on the subject in the photo. My first look at the image I straight away notice the almost soft look to the image due to the blurred focus, I like this style of imagery as I feel not only does it hold rebellion within the art world for artists and women at the time, but also it gives the image a dreamy look to it. Also, I like the fact that the subject is looking down on the image gives us a sense of relaxation, it does not feel like a professional photo but more of an artistic approach with emotion behind the image. The face being lit from the left of the subject's face could either be natural or forced lighting. With this image I feel due to how soft the lighting is that it is natural lighting, again stepping away from the professional look of portraiture at that time. For my project I like the use of the soft lighting in the photo to bring out the emotion in an image, this is definitely something I would want to try in my projects as I believe my themes ae quite emotional and expressive. 
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My Favorite Photo, Julia Maragret Cameron, 1867.
[bookmark: _Int_HfVdUYsH][bookmark: _Int_mG2GhnIK][bookmark: _Int_OEBuuzG9]The second artist I would like to look at is Hamed Abdalla. Hamed Abdalla was born in 1917 in Cairo, Egypt. Abdalla was a self-taught artist who started painting at the age of ten. He went to school to study art but quickly realized he did not agree with the school's teaching system. His peers were taught more to copy the “masters of art” rather than expressing themselves with their own pieces. While being a self-taught artist, he began a successful career defying the typical way of art in Egypt at the time. The image I have chosen out of Abdalla's work to link into my chosen theme and project is Defeat, Hamed Abdalla, 1963. Defeat is an art piece he created by overlaying a silver leaf with aluminum, he then used a blowtorch to burn the areas on the surface. Marks that look like writing are overlayed on the image by using tar and black paint. At first glance at the image, it looks like a very natural image with a graffiti like look on top of the image, the image also has a 3D style to it. The use of natural resources is a really interesting approach that I would like to investigate into, especially due to my last project where I used plants as my subjects. Plants are known for their natural beauty, which is why I included them in my second-year project, the way they are constantly growing no matter what stands in their way, which is why I believe they would link in well with this theme. 
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Defeat, Hamed Abdalla, 1963.

[bookmark: _Int_4WY0oWeO][bookmark: _Int_yf2kBSNQ][bookmark: _Int_QdO1AMjJ][bookmark: _Int_cR6JPAeL][bookmark: _Int_pfa38J2S]Journey. The final word I have chosen is, Journey. Our whole personalities are based on journeys we endure throughout our lives. Good or bad they all have a part in our lives and make us who we are. I think the journeys we have are especially important and interesting as they make a person who they are and what they know, which is why I chose journey as part of my three key words. The first artist I wanted to delve into linking to the key word journey is Richard Wong, a photographer from California. Richard Wong had no passion for photography and quite frankly found it boring and uninteresting, until he stumbled across Galen Rowell’s work. Galen Rowell. Galen Rowell is a renowned climber and photographer born in 1940 and from California. Galen’s work was based around adventures and places he traveled to on his journeys, photographing the beauty of the places he visited that most could not see every day, showing us the mesmerizing beauty of our world. I researched into Galen Rowell’s work for my second-year project on over-thinking and perfection, due to the way his images show us how beautiful our world really is and highlighting that our mistakes and worries are so minor compared to what is around us. Richard Wong had been inspired by Galen Rowell’s work which took him down the path of his photography. The image I have chosen to delve into is Giant Steps, Richard Wong, 2019. When looking at this image I first notice the close up shot of the giant tree, looking up towards the tree, highlighting the height of the tree in the photo. The close up of the tree shows its unique and natural shapes it has created over time. I really like this image and definitely want to include this style within my project, the close up shot of the natural shapes show a journey that the tree has been on, linking back into my key word, Just like when you cut into a tree, each ring shows a year that tree has lived, each year is a different story.
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Giant Steps, Richard Wong, 2019

[bookmark: _Int_3YyLsFDy]The last artist I want to delve into is Tane Andrews. Tane Andrews is an artist and sculpture from Sydney. His work covers theme on life and death and the beauty and fragility between the two transitions. I have chosen Tane Andrews work to investigate into due to his practice being about the journey between life and earth, although my project will not be including journeys and experiences that long I do still believe his work highlights aspects I want to have within my work. For example, his themes around beauty and fragility will link well within the themes of finding yourself and the mistakes we make. The image I have chosen from Tane Andrew’s work collection is Found (Cerus Flower I), 2014, Tane Andrews. I chose this image based around its natural elements of a Cereus Flower. A Cereus Flower’s scent can fill a whole room with its beauty and scent. An interesting flower due to its shape. When I first look at the image I like the detail on the flowers, I believe the detail is enhanced by it being created in black and white, drawing your eyes more to the detail in the subject. I really like the use of black and white, I believe in images it gives the subjects more emotion as you focus more on the details without being distracted by colors, which is something I would defiantly like to experiment with throughout my project, as I believe the themes I have chosen are deep and emotional, which I will want to display throughout my work and experiments. 
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Found (Cereus Flower I), 2014, Tane Andrews.

[bookmark: _Int_JgBDP400][bookmark: _Int_WlQZgGt1]To conclude my proposal for my dissertation project, I have thoroughly dived into different art styles and artists' perspectives on each key word linking into the theme I want to experiment with within the next year. I have explored a range of styles and practices for me to apply during this time, such as; practices with paper and collage work to link into themes to do with how we are piecing our lives and  personalities together bit by bit, linking to the discovery and journeys we make through our lives and also the to build us up from our mistakes. Practicing with the use of black and white and colored images, playing with emotions portraited using color or taking color away. Finally, experimenting between a mixture of portraiture and natural shoots to create images based on real life people and the world we live in. Artists that have really inspired me during this research are Hamed Abdalla and Micheal Reeder. Two completely different artists I have looked at, both from different time periods and different art styles with their work. Both have inspired me for this project and have helped me come up with concepts based around life in your twenties and if we know how our lives are on track. Hamed Abdalla’s work inspired me to consider thinking outside the box with my ideas and experiment not just using my camera but also with nature, to help me create unique and natural pieces, connect my work to the real world. Whereas Micheal Reeder's work has helped me develop ideas based around color and collage work. Both have inspired me to work with my hands for this project as well as my camera. While research for this project has gotten me thinking of different concepts and meanings involved with my theme. After research and breaking down artists' works and ideas based around journey, discovery and mistakes has made me think about what age we decide what we want to do with our lives and what we are meant to be doing with our time while we are here. Which has led me to my question for my dissertation. At what age do we realize what we want from our lives?
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