 Essay one:
How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional 
policing?
Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources.
Word limit: 1000 words.

This essay will discuss how negligent professional behaviour and unacceptable practise has changed and continues to change Policing, this essay will also look at what is in place to inspect and hold the Police accountable for misconduct. 
According to Regulations (2020) Police officers and Police staff carry out their duties with honesty and integrity. To protect the public's safety, they put themselves in danger. They deal with violent criminals and protect vulnerable members of the public. However, the good work can be undermined when some members of the Police act inappropriately. When instances of malpractice and misconduct occur, it can lead to the public and communities mistrusting the Police. 
The idea of "policing by consent" comes from the nine Peelian policing principles established by Robert Peel and is based on the idea that for policing to be successful, there must be widespread public approval for the police force's action and also to always be aware that the ability of the police to carry out their tasks is based on the public's acceptance of their existence, activities, and behaviour as well as their capacity to gain and keep the public's respect Home office (2012). To evaluate, this implies that the Police force rely on the publics trust to do their duty otherwise this could lead to implications such as the lack of trust resulting in the public not reporting crimes.  
An example of where Police malpractice has changed modern Policing is the Brixton riots that occurred in 1981 where there was a clash between the Metropolitan Police and the protestors of the riot. An inquiry called that ‘Scarman report’ was made which resulted in findings that the Police were using disproportionate ‘stop and search’ powers on people from the black community. Another earlier instance in 1974 where wrongdoing has come into play within the Police is the ‘Birmingham six’ this is where six men were wrongly convicted and sentenced for a bombing that took place in Birmingham Motoroffence.co.uk and Miller (2019). With the Police gaining a bad reputation there was a demand for changes and for Police to be held accountable. Four years after the Brixton riots the Police and criminal evidence Act of 1984 was introduced this was to control police powers and behaviours as well as protect public rights. PACE contains codes of practice that governs stop and search, arrest, detention, investigation, identification and interviewing those being held in custody and under caution Home Office (2013). Referring to the reference, from research is clear that the Brixton riots has clearly changed Policing in a legitimate, positive way. 
 
In 2014 The College of Policing introduced the code of ethics. This was introduced to ensure that police officers and staff to follow ethical standards of behaviour so that the public can be offered best service. The 9 principles are outlined as honesty, integrity, respect, selflessness, openness, leadership, objectivity, accountability and fairness College of Policing (2014).
When officers and police staff fall short of standards set there are complaints systems and policies in place to hold those accountable such as an independent body that governs police complaints that is His majesty’s inspectorate of constabulary and fire and rescue service (HMICFRS) has a statutory right to inspect Police forces across England, Wales and Northern Ireland. The HMICFRS inspects forces on the effectiveness, efficiency and legitimacy of Police forces in order to create a report for members of the public to look at the performance of the Police.  HMICFRS also act in the interest of the public and will put questions to the Police that they believe the public need answers for and will publish what they find. When necessary, the HMICFRS will make recommendations on findings for the Police to make improvements HMICRFS (2011).
There is also another independent body called the independent office for Police conduct. The IOPC’s primary role is to hold the Police accountable for the public. The IOPC conduct the most sensitive and serious cases regarding the Police force. Within Police forces there is a professional standards department who will oversee complaints and misconduct. The PSD department will refer serious cases to the IOPC these cases are corruption, serious assault, offences by the police, serious injury and cases where Police contact has led to the death of another. When the IOPC receive a referral from the police they will look at the information provided and decide on what kind of investigation is best suitable. The three ways would be for the IOPC to solely investigate the matter without any input from the Police, directed which would be the IOPC would still investigate however they may use Police resources and finally the local procedure where the IOPC would deem it necessary to refer it back to the PSD department for them to deal with alone. When the IOPC have completed a misconduct investigation they will decide what happens to the persons responsible then the Police force will carry out the hearing which could result in the lowest being a written warning to the most serious outcome being a dismissal from the force without warning. When the IOPC have completed the report they will provide a copy to the relevant Police force, the complainant or the person injured, the family of the deceased in cases where a person has died, the CPS where criminal offences have occurred and the Coroner where someone has died and an inquest will take place. Members of the public can also file a complaint however initially the IOPC will not be involved, the complaint will be referred to the relevant force, the complainant will receive information on how the complaint will be handled IOPC (2020). 
Overall, from research it can be said that there are past instances that has changed the way Policing has evolved. When malpractices and misconduct occur there are procedures in place so that the matter will not only be investigated by the Police force but are also investigated by independent bodies on behalf of the public and if necessary will result in disciplinary action. It shows that Police officers and staff will be held accountable when falling short of standards. 
(1018 words)

Essay two: 
How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents? Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. Word limit: 1000 words.
This essay will discuss the effects that media coverage can have on Policing strategies when it comes to public protection incidents.
According to college of policing (2018) a strategy is a action plan created to accomplish a certain goal or a set of objectives. It provides a high-level picture of the police reaction and avoids getting entangled in tactical or operational details as a result.
A successful working relationship between the media and the Police is essential. Working with the media to disseminate information to the public can assist in resolving crimes, ensure that those responsible for committing crimes are brought to justice and ensure the safety of the community. It can also allow the public to gain understanding of the activities of the police and the reasons behind them College of Policing (2022). 
A strategy in place for the Police force in communicating with the media is the Corporate communications departments that is based within a police force. They are specialists in dealings with the media. The CCD department will provide advice to officers and staff when they come into contact and engage with the media. When a high profile case occurs there will usually be a strategy already set out with guidelines to ensure an operational approach is adhered to, this prevents officers miscommunicating with the media leading to misunderstanding information which could then result in negative image of the police and the investigation being carried out College of Policing (2022).
In cases where public protection is involved the Police have a duty to protect the public and the media’s role is to provide information to the public, the information being only that the public have rights to. Before the defendant is charged and to assist with witnesses coming forward the media should initially only have access to a limited amount of material. This is to ensure that the defendant has a right to a fair trial. The material can include photographs of items seized by Police such as weapon involved or stolen goods, CCTV footage of the defendant in relation to the offence, body worn footage of officers at the scene of the crime  and reconstructed videos or photographs of the crime committed CPS (2005).

According to Nash and Williams (2010) When the abduction and murder of Sarah Payne occurred media coverage of that incident was significant. As a result of the media coverage on the incident a campaign began to make the sex offenders register available for members of the public to have access to and view. This campaign in itself also became highly covered by the media. The policing that took place in relation to this was also televised by the media on a national and international level. The media covered all work that took place between the Police and other multi agencies, this strategy was put in place to reassure the public and encourage peacefulness in attempt to keep the peace rather than alarm and distress breaking out within communities that would lead to violent opposition. Due to the heightened media coverage, another strategy that was used was implementing tenancy conditions to prevent anti-social behaviour. Families of sex offenders that were innocent were provided with new housing locations in order to protect them from the avengers of the communities. From personal observation it was vital that the Police has strategies in place when the media coverage was heightened in this incident to prevent public violence.  

From Akhgar, Staniforth and Waddington (2017) we can determine that Police social media accounts can be used strategically and are effective to reassure the public. In 2011 protests of the liberal democrats, South Yorkshire Police used social media Platforms such as Facebook and Twitter to interact with members of the public. Greater Manchester Police and The Metropolitan Police force also used Twitter and Facebook as a strategy in the 2011 riots, as a result of the use of social media platforms the Police forces gained a large scale of followers. The forces were praised by independent bodies for this. This was the first time for the police to communicate on such a platform and had huge engagement from the public on Twitter.  
When dealing with public protection investigations communication through the media can be effective. A tactic that could be considered would be to conduct an interview with the media from the crime scene to seek for witnesses. When the police deal with the media regarding incidents the communications should be custom to the circumstances of the incident as they develop. Standard media strategies purposes are to effectively control media interest and to rule out wrong information, to stop fear in communities where the crime has taken place, to appeal to members of the public not to take the law into their own hands so that the police can carry out the investigation and to gain public support Harfield (2009). 
In conclusion it can be said that the media and the police have an important relationship. The media can assist the police with vital information in relation to public protection incidents and other investigations. It can be said that the Police have strategies in place when working with the media, the strategies in place serve good reason that is to prevent misleading or wrong information. The strategies set out by the police for communicating with the media can assist in filling in gaps within investigations, reassuring the public, appealing for evidence or witnesses and new information.   

(Word count: 907)  


Essay three: 	
How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending? Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. Word limit: 1000 words.

This essay will observe how effective early intervention is in preventing young persons from offending or reoffending and the different ideas as to why offending behaviour may start at an early age. 
Young people are more prone to commit violent crimes if they lack empathy, have weak shame and guilt, and do not believe that violence is immoral, according to study by DR Neema Trivedi-Bateman, Trivedi-Bateman (2020). 
There are factors that a young person may experience that can contribute to them offending such as family – When a young person has a happy, healthy home whereby their needs are met by caregivers who are positive role models it can develop a young person in a positive way. According to League (2016) when a young person comes from a broken home there is a greater risk of that young person getting involved in criminal activities. Violence can be another contributing factor to young person’s committing crime, when children witness violence whether it in their home setting, online or at school it is likely that the young person can be traumatized. The trauma can lead to violent crimes being played out by the young person later in life. When a young person is exposed to physical harm whereby, they are the one receiving the physical violence it is more likely that they will replicate the behaviour on another. Lack of education is another contributing factor. When a child truants from school they spend more time away from moral education and important life lessons, instead they spend time within society doing recreational activities which can lead them away from the law as they are more likely to follow bad examples experienced rather than learning from the good examples within education such as teachers. Peer pressure can influence a young person’s mind into offending behaviour as when a child associates themselves with the wrong crowd to ‘fit in’ they take on the beliefs and values of the ones around them. Drugs and alcohol are substances that are freely distributed among young people in unsupervised settings. With enough of drugs and alcohol anyone can act against their will, and this can lead to crimes being committed without being fully aware of it. Abuse of alcohol and drugs can have long lasting, physiologically damaging effects on the young person developing. Young people lose sight of what is good and wrong as a result of this. Finally, Poverty this is the most impacting factor as a young persons social value can encourage them greatly to commit offences against others e.g. theft for financial gain Gleason (2021).

According to youth justice board (2022) in the year ending in March 2021 in England and Wales 15,800 young persons were cautioned or sentenced, referring to that statistic there is a significant amount of youths committing crime therefore is it important that there are measures in place to prevent offending and reoffending. Public services such as the Police, schools, NHS, youth offending teams and other multi agency partnerships that collaborate to stop youths offending and reoffending Public Health England (2019). 
CAPRICORN framework is set out by the government to assist authorities in preventing young person’s offending and reoffending by looking at the primary and secondary reasons. CAPRICORN provides actions to be carried out at an individual level, family level also at community and society levels Public health England (2019). The definition of prevention in regard to the youth justice service is set out be the assistance and intervention with kids (and their parents or carers) who could be acting in ways that might point to underlying needs or vulnerabilities. This entails a multi-tiered strategy of early, focused prevention. The objective to provide for unmet needs, protect, encourage successful results, and prevent young involvement in the formal juvenile justice system Youth justice board (2021).
There are tiers to prevention being early prevention which is assistance for children without a connected crime to address unmet needs or welfare issues; it is typically provided by mainstream services. The Youth Justice Service Management Board may play a supervisory role in overseeing the rights of vulnerable children. The other tier to prevention in targeted which is for juveniles who have interacted with criminal justice systems in some way but are not currently receiving help through diversion, an out-of-court disposal, or a statutory order. This aims to address unmet needs and welfare issues, by doing this through constructive connection, it is hoped to increase results while minimising negative experiences for juveniles. 
When the Police force deal with children there are options available for low level offences when it is not in the public interest to prosecute such a community resolution. This is where the offender admits to the offence and the victim does not wish to proceed with a formal complaint. The offender takes responsibility for their actions and the community resolution will be documented. With the offender taking responsibility for their actions and being advised on their behaviour without criminalising them this will have an impact on the offender, and they will be less likely to reoffend College of Policing (2013)
Another outcome is Youth cautions that seek to give a reasonable and effective resolution to offending while also supporting the youth justice system's primary legislative goal of preventing children from offending. 
Youth conditional cautions that are cautions to come with conditions that need to be met by the offender, when conditions are not met it means that the offender can be prosecuted for the original offence. 
Prevention is met in the form of intervention programmes by the youth justice service however they claim that there are multiple intervention programmes tailored to the Juvenile of concern as there is no specific way to deal with prevention Youth justice resource hub (2023). 

Analysing statistics on the effectiveness of the youth offending team in a local area on Bridgend County for 2020/2021 the data shows that for first time entrants of youth service user’s 35 percent reduction in offending however there is a 4.5 percent of reoffending rate. Overall, it shows that Bridgend youth offending teams are effective despite their overall rating of the service being ‘requires improvement’ Inspectorate of probation (2022).  

In conclusion there is the Youth justice service that intervenes in young persons lives when they become known to the criminal justice service and will provide support for them and their caregivers often in the form of programmes. Statistics from a local area show that Youth offending teams are effective in preventing reoffending and have programmes to prevent offending. 
(Word count:1082)

Essay four: 
Are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders?

This essay will look into multi agency and partnership work to see if it is the most effective way of rehabilitating offenders. 
A partnership approach is when more than one agency or organisation will collaborate to achieve a common goal. Collaborative partnership work is commonly utilised where the complexity of a matter is too large to deal with by a single organisation. Rehabilitating offenders is a complexed matter therefore a partnership approach is suitable Geoff Berry, Peter Briggs, Rosie Erol and Lauren van Staden (2011). 
In past instances rehabilitating offenders has been focused on changing the character of an offender now it is focused on preventing offending. Rehabilitating offenders usually begins in a Prison setting. Prisons have a wide variety of ways of dealing with offenders depending on the offences they have committed. There are services such as housing and St Giles’ trust that assist with aiding offenders to integrate back into the community. The way that offenders are rehabilitated will depend on what crime they have committed and what would be most suitable for them. The way offenders are rehabilitated could be within educational services or by being trained in occupational skills to enable them to transfer the skills they have learnt into a role when they are released from custody. Rehabilitation also takes place upon release when the offender has been assigned to a resettlement programme. The rehabilitation help will be provided by probation service or other agencies. A resettlement programme could come as a part of the conditions the offender has to abide by when released from Prison Politics.co.uk (2021). It is now procedure that every offender, when released from prison will have statutory supervision in place within the community. This ensures that all offenders engage with rehabilitation and intervention programmes. Certain interventions have substantial evidence of effectiveness, with persuasive evidence of an impact on reoffending rates. For other therapies, evidence is either new or scarce Scottish Government (2015). Offender behaviour programmes, treatments and interventions seek to alter the thoughts, attitudes, and behaviours that may lead to reoffending. The majority of programmes and interventions are offered in groups, but one-on-one session services are available in cases where it is deemed that a person needs it. The programmes and interventions promote pro-social attitudes and aspirations for the future, and are intended to assist people in developing new abilities to help them quit misbehaving, such as managing relationships and problem solving Ministry of Justice (2018). 

Official reports have highlighted how the prison as an institution is failing to embed the cultures, relatable processes, and practises that have been found to facilitate effective implementation of rehabilitative regimes, despite the emphasises and desirableness of the prison as a place of reform and rehabilitation Bullock and Bunce (2018). While incarceration may well serve as punishment and keep criminals out of the public eye for a while, that may be all it accomplishes: A substantial body of research reveals that incarceration or jail time doesn't reduce the likelihood that a person will commit an offense again. In some cases, it actually makes it more likely that they'll commit crimes in the future due to learnt behaviour and negative cultures in prison Santa Cruz (2022).
 
In cases where offenders are not incarcerated in prison, if found guilty of an offence they are likely to be given a community sentence which is another form of punishment, meaning the offender is to carry out projects within the community. The projects will be caried out in benefit of the victim or the council. The projects can entail (to name a few the list is not extensive) carrying out unpaid work, abiding by curfews, taking part in programmes to aid in changing negative behaviour and taking part in rehabilitation Sentencing council (2022).  

Another government agency that is effective in rehabilitation is Durham constabulary who are running a scheme called ‘Operation checkpoint’. The operation allows for criminals of low-level offences such as theft and criminal damage to avoid prosecution if they agree to abide in participating in programmes that address the cause of their offending behaviour. The results of the initial programme that has been published shows a 15% reduction in reoffending when compared to those who did not participate Bandyopadhyay (2020). 
Prisonphone (2015) has found that prisons in the UK are overcrowded and two prisons HMP OAKWOOD and HMP THAMESIDE have been criticised in the way that they do not provide rehabilitation for offenders. HMP WANDSWORTH is also overcrowded, and inmates are left behind cell doors with minimal opportunity to have exercise or engage in educational activities.

In conclusion research has found that partnership and agency working is the most effective form of rehabilitation because services such as the Probation and other agencies provide programmes and interventions tailored to a person’s individual needs with statistical figures that support reoffending rates. Even though rehabilitation is supposed to take place within Prisons research suggest that the rehabilitation available inside prisons is not as beneficial as rehabilitation work within the community this is because the environment of a prison setting does not support a rehabilitative culture. Research suggests that for low level offences, offenders benefit more from a community order when working with rehabilitation services greater than what they would receiving a short custodial sentence. Overall due to the complexity of rehabilitating offenders partnership working is the leading way as it has a proven success rate and the government look to improve the interventions on a regular basis. It can be said that the work being done to rehabilitate offenders is effective. 
(Word count: 921)
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