A reading on the Lord of the rings
Written by:  Tolkien

Introduction

The Lord of the Ring was writing in the context of world war and industrialization. The writer, Tolkien , witnessed the change of the world, deeply experienced the dark of the world. Especially after World War II, he witnessed the brutality of Fascist, and how the human being slaughtered each other under the driven force of benefits. The creation of “The Lord of the Rings”  started in the period of World War II. Tolkien intended to deliver an idea that peace is beyond price.

Tolkien’ s life and “the Lord of the Rings”
Tolkien was born in 1892, and became orphan since childhood. In 1911, he went to Oxford University，studying old-English, and Germanic English. During that time, he took part the T.C.B.S , a club which provide him with an opportunity to communicate in literature. In 1914, the First World War occurred. In the last, all of his friends in T.C.B.S were killed, and he became the sole one who survived.

There are many content in the story reflected the reality he had undergone. Sam, a hobbit from Shire, who loved peace is reluctantly involved into a war It implied  Tolkien’s colleague from village; the devastating image of Dead Marshes with tons of bodies dotted in the mud filled the field; the horrific screaming of Ring wraiths can be associate with the roaring bombs in 20th century, which took human lives.

Quoted from Tolkien: “ One has indeed personally to come under the shadow of war to feel fully its oppression; but as the years go by it seems now often forgotten that to be caught in youth by 1914 was no less hideous an experience than to be involved in 1939 and the following years. By 1918 all but one of my close friends were dead.” 
According to Tolkien, one can only sense the oppression of war by directly involving into it. His work, ‘the lord of the kings’ not only to create a magic story, but also deliver his ideology, reminding people to cherish the peace and not forget the agony of war.

Image

In “the Lord of the Rings”， Tolkien used several images to express his ideas.  

Sauron
In the lord of the rings, Sauron is a king of devil with tremendous mighty. It first helped the Elves to forge nineteen magic rings, and he secretly made a supreme ring that rule all of the nineteen ring, and obtained a even stronger power. Later, he got himself some subordinates, and started a war to devour the rest of the world. That’s exactly like what Hitler during World War II. Before the war begun, he was reassuring other countries, while he was also secretly strengthening his military power. Later he launched a war, which involved most part of the European land.
The idea of demon was often with horns and hoofs, and be regarded as the representative of evil. In the real world, dictators like Hitler has complete power in a country, threatening the world with its cruelty and merciless. 

Moor：
Quoted: “Presently it grew altogether dark: the air itself seemed black and heavy to breath. When lights appeared Sam rubbed his eyes: he thought his head was going queer. He first saw one with the corner of his left eyes, a wisp of pale sheen that faded away; but others appeared soon after: some like dimly shining smoke, some like misty flames flickering slowly above unseen candles; here and there they twisted like ghostly sheets unfurled by hidden hands. But neither of his companions spoke a word.”

The above part described the Dead Marshes, a fictional place where a sharply battle occurred. The bog was filled with corpses and wastes. The scene is reminds the image of River Somme the First World War. Human bodies were exposed on the moor. Bones were lighting, just like the deaths were crying and screaming. In this battle, more than a hundred million lives were deprived. 

Trauma 

The story was closed with a tragic ending. The war finally was ended by the triumph of good，and Hobbits back to Shire. However, the ending is not as cheerful as the readers excepted. Frodo, the Hobbit who maintain the supreme ring during the war said:” There is no real back.”  His hometown, the Shire, a serene town was devastated. He was hunted by nightmares each night. The horrifying scene of battles lingered in his mind. What the war brought to him, the trauma, can never be cured. There is no way for him to retain the peaceful life. At least, he left the land for a far place by ship, where he can try to treat his wound.

Tolkein was a solider in the First World War and witness the second one. Because of these wars, the village where he lived in childhood was no longer there. Most of his friends in T.C.B.S. were killed during the war， and he became very few of people who survived. Through the tragic ending of his the Lord of the Rings, he delivered his anti-war ideology. The war can only brought endless agonies to the world, and that speaking represented many people’s mind.

My interpretation to this book is that people who were raised up in a comparatively peaceful world may not evidently value the peace. The magic world Tolkien created not only to tell a epic stories, but demonstrated the result of the war, telling the society the peaceful life is beyond price.

