1. “At the beginning of the Christian era, Judaism was divided into many different groups.” Evaluate this statement with references and examples to the Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes and the Zealots. 

The Beginning of the christain era is also known as the beginning of the Gregorian calendar or more commonly known from the point in which Jesus was born[footnoteRef:3672]. There is no exact date for the birth of Jesus, but scholars have estimated that it would be between 6 BCE – 4BCE, based upon accounts from the biblical stories of King Herod.[footnoteRef:7165] During this time, it is noted that there were many different sects within the Jewish religion each with their own unique beliefs, but all connected with the same ideology of God. The original sects in early Judaism were the Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes and the Zealots. There is continual debate on where the naming of the Pharisees originated from. It is argued that pharisee can mean separate or detach but it is still unknown. This type of definition would fit within a Jewish sect as they were well known for distancing themselves from gentiles and those who they believed were not strictly followers of Judaism.[footnoteRef:15511]  [3672:  Your Dictionary, Christian era dictionary definition, 2014, <https://www.yourdictionary.com/christian-era> [accessed 12.06.2020].]  [7165:  Joseph Castro, When was Jesus born, 2014 <https://www.livescience.com/42976-when-was-jesus-born.html#:~:text=But%20nobody%20really%20knows%20exactly,story%20of%20Herod%20the%20Great.> [accessed 12.06.2020]]  [15511:  Christianity.com, Who were the Pharisees in the Bible?, 2010, <http://www.helsinki.fi/teol/pro/_merenlah/oppimateriaalit/text/english/judaism.htm#:~:text=At%20the%20beginning%20of%20the%20Christian%20era%20Judaism%20was%20divided,united%20by%20certain%20basic%20beliefs.> [accessed 12.06.2020]] 

The Pharisees were renowned for their strict upkeep of the purity laws and their nature to live their lives only accordingly to the word of God. They were an extremely legalistic sect which earned them the reputation of being firm but fair. “They entered into this brotherhood by taking a pledge, in front of three witnesses, that they would spend all their lives observing every detail of the scribal law.”[footnoteRef:7754] From this quote it is apparent that the Pharisees were strict law-abiding Jews that only wanted to live by the way of God. There is much controversy arguing that the Pharisees were the enemy of Jesus at the time of the early Christian era. As explained on the website Christianity.com: The Pharisees strictly observed the purity laws which sparked their conflicts with Jesus and his disciples came shortly after Jesus death. This is because it is said that the Jesus movement began to welcome gentile followers. There were many problems that the Pharisees saw with this, firstly they were gentiles that were not devout Jews and therefore would not immediately be accepted as they were not born of a Jewish mother. Secondly within the Jesus movement it was said that the new gentile followers were not required to be circumcised, this would have been a large issue for the pharisees as it conflicts with their strict observance of the purity laws. On the other there are arguments suggesting that the Pharisees had Jesus’ best interests at heart, for example in Luke 13:31 it states “At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.”[footnoteRef:12802] This shows the pharisees were not completely cold and strict, they did show some compassion for Jesus. There are also chapters describing Jesus partaking in meals with members of the Pharisees.  [7754:  Christianity.com, Who were the Pharisees in the Bible?, 2010, <http://www.helsinki.fi/teol/pro/_merenlah/oppimateriaalit/text/english/judaism.htm#:~:text=At%20the%20beginning%20of%20the%20Christian%20era%20Judaism%20was%20divided,united%20by%20certain%20basic%20beliefs.> [accessed 12.06.2020]]  [12802:  Bible Study tools, Luke 13:31, 2020 <https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/13-31.html> [accessed 12.06.2020]] 

The other dominant sect during this era was the Essenes. The members of the Essenes completely separated themselves from the rest of the Jewish sects. The led with the premise that the leader of the temple was wrongfully elected and therefore distanced themselves from the rest of the temple following sects. It is from this that the Essenes decided to leave and begin their community in Qumran. They lived strictly in accordance to their strict system of values and led their lives understanding themselves to be the only true sect of Judaism naming themselves the “children of light.”[footnoteRef:20769] It is apparent how distant the Essenes were as there is not much about them included in any of the scriptures or many writings about them. Similarly to the Pharisees the Essenes rejected temple worship and were able to isolate themselves from others including gentiles in order to stay devoted to the strict purity laws and observe the law of Moses. The discovery of the dead sea scrolls in Qumran abled scholars to make the connection that the Qumran community was the Essenes. [footnoteRef:29451] Unique to the Essen community they also believed in the certain aspects of immortality and divine punishment of sin. But did not believe in reincarnation or resurrection of the body which is also a shared belief with the Pharisees. [footnoteRef:4662] [20769:  University of Helsinki, Judaism in the time of Jesus, 2008 <http://www.helsinki.fi/teol/pro/_merenlah/oppimateriaalit/text/english/judaism.htm#:~:text=At%20the%20beginning%20of%20the%20Christian%20era%20Judaism%20was%20divided,united%20by%20certain%20basic%20beliefs.> [accessed 12.06.2020].]  [29451:  The editors of encylopidea Britannica, Essen ancient Jewish sect, 1998 <https://www.britannica.com/topic/Essene> [accessed 12.06.2020].]  [4662:  The editors of encylopidea Britannica, Essen ancient Jewish sect, 1998 <https://www.britannica.com/topic/Essene> [accessed 12.06.2020].] 

Another of the Jewish sects around during this time period are the Sadducees. The Sadducees were part of the wealthier population during the early christain era and were often at conflict with the pharisees due to their difference in priorities surrounding worship. Unlike the Pharisees and the Essenes, the Sadducees prioritised temple worship as being a fundamental aspect of Jewish life and emphasised the temple for its central role in Jewish worship. Another difference between the Pharisees and the Sadducees comes from the religious texts they follow. Unlike the Pharisees the Sadducees practiced solely in accordance to the Torah, whereas the Pharisees went beyond the strictly written text and also practiced from the forms of the oral Torah.[footnoteRef:11039] Due to the Sadducees nature to adhere only to the written Torah this often led them to be very straight forward in their verdicts within legal disputes. For example, the law surrounding the death penalty from Moses “an eye for an eye a tooth for a tooth...” (Exodus 21:24, NIV) The Sadducees also differ from the other sects as they did not isolate themselves away from the gentiles but were instead inviting to the idea and often compromised with the Romans however it is believed that this attitude ultimately led to hatred from the common people.[footnoteRef:2998] However due to the fact the Sadducees were a temple-based sect, upon the destruction of the Second Holy Temple saw their group become no longer relevant in history.  [11039:  The editors of encylopidea Britannica, Sadducees ancient Jewish sect, 2020 <https://www.britannica.com/topic/Essene> [accessed 12.06.2020].]  [2998:  The editors of encylopidea Britannica, Sadducees ancient Jewish sect, 2020 <https://www.britannica.com/topic/Essene> [accessed 12.06.2020].
] 

The last of the Jewish sects most prominent during this time period were the Zealots. The Zealots were a more political led sect, they were most acknowledged for their confrontations against the pagan Romans. The Zealots were mainly conflicted as they followed and abide by the Jewish ideology that there is only one God, therefore when the Roman Pagans began to integrate with the Jews it quickly caused tensions from conflicting beliefs.[footnoteRef:29193] The Zealots quickly became an extremist organisation with certain members being known as Sciarii. The Sciarii were the assassinators the were known to leave weapons in public spaces in order to quickly execute those who were for the opposed to the pagan Romans. It is said in scripture that rather than surrender to the Roman during the Jewish revolt in 66-70 CE the Zealots committed an act of mass suicide instead of surrender. [footnoteRef:25578]This is commonly known as Seppuku and was seen in practice by Japanese warriors if they were to lose a battle.[footnoteRef:23164]  [29193:  Kate Scranagello, The Zealot Movement, 2020 <https://sites.google.com/site/zealotmovement/#:~:text=The%20Zealots%20were%20Jews%20who,any%20way%20was%20not%20acceptable.> [accessed 12.06.2020].]  [25578:  The editors of encyclopaedia Britannica, Zealot ancient Jewish sect, 2014 <https://www.britannica.com/topic/Essene> [accessed 12.06.2020].]  [23164:  Evan andrews, What is Seppuku, 2018 <https://www.history.com/news/what-is-seppuku> [accessed 12.06.2020]] 

To argue how Judaism was divided during the Christian era one must first understand why the different sect came to be. The Pharisees were the “spiritual fathers of modern Judaism”[footnoteRef:17027] the main difference between them and the other sects were that they took the word of the Oral Torah and the Written Torah equally and lived life according to both. The Pharisees also maintained the idea that there was an after-life where the good were rewarded by God and the bad were punished. The Sadducees however did not uphold the belief that there was an after-life, nor did they agree that a Jew should live life through an Oral Torah. The Sadducees lived their life accordingly only to the way of what was written in the Torah. This meant that they focused their sect upon the Temple based worship and rituals as this is what is instructed within the Torah. The Essenes then further show how Judaism was divided during the Christian era as they rejected the ideas of both the Pharisees and the Sadducees arguing that they have; ”Corrupted the City and the Temple”[footnoteRef:7577]. From this the Essenes moved away from Jerusalem and lived alone in Qumran where they abided by what they believed was the fundamentals of Jewish worship. The followed the strict observance of the purity Laws and upheld the vow of Celibacy and maintained the strict kosher food laws. Whilst at Qumran the Essenes wrote a series of scripts detailing how they lived their lives, these were later found and commonly known as the dead sea scrolls.[footnoteRef:24700] The Zealots were more of a politically aimed group and their biggest dispute with the other branches of Judaism is that they were not accepting of the Roman Pagans and therefore this would cause much conflict between them and the Pharisees as the Pharisees were able to make compromises with the Romans.  [17027:  Jewish Virtual Library, Ancient Jewish History: Pharisees, sedducees and Essenes, 2020 <https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/pharisees-sadducees-and-essenes> [accessed 13.06.2020].]  [7577:  Jewish Virtual Library, Ancient Jewish History: Pharisees, sedducees and Essenes, 2020 <https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/pharisees-sadducees-and-essenes> [accessed 13.06.2020].]  [24700:  Jewish Virtual Library, Ancient Jewish History: Pharisees, sedducees and Essenes, 2020 <https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/pharisees-sadducees-and-essenes> [accessed 13.06.2020].
] 

It can be argued that Judaism was not always divided into the main four sects, the main ideology that united Judaism in the beginning was their devotion to one singular God. During the first Century AD, it was uncommon to worship one singular God, but the Jewish people stood united in this belief. The Jews were also united through their style of worship, again it was uncommon for a religion to have a God and not have it represented as an Idol. During the time prior to the Christian era many Gods were represented by Idols to then be worshipped, however in Judaism it was very much disapproved to use Idols to worship.[footnoteRef:30921] The Jews were also united through the promise by God that if the continued to worship one God and obey his laws then they would be rewarded with the promise land as they believed they were the chosen religion. Regardless of what each sect chose to be the fundamental aspect of their belief they all still followed the word of God either in written form of the Torah or through the oral forms e.g. the Mishnah and Gemarah. Each of the sects still held the foundational belief of one God and all of which followed the guide for the food laws as well as the outward expression of faith known as brit Millah. Furthermore, each sect still upheld the values of the Holy day and arguably by having the connection through their fundamental beliefs this would prove that although Judaism may have had different branches, they were not necessarily a divided into many groups.[footnoteRef:12411] [30921:  The Editors of Encyclopidea Britannica, The Jewish religion in the 1st Century, 2020 <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jesus/The-context-of-Jesus-career> [accessed 13.06.2020].]  [12411:  The Editors of Encyclopidea Britannica, The Jewish religion in the 1st Century, 2020 <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jesus/The-context-of-Jesus-career> [accessed 13.06.2020].] 

Although there were disputes among each different branch of Judaism, they were all still connected though their main and fundamental belief that there was only one God and that they as a collective Judaism were the true nation of Israel. There will never be a completely united Judaism which stands for every religion, no one religion can be completely united there will always be conflicting views within each religion. Although the ancient sects may no longer exist in society there are still different branches that mirror the ancient sects for example, within Judaism you have various branches that live differently as some will strictly follow Judaism such as the Hasidic Jews and others may only follow what they believe are necessary parts of Judaism. Hasidic Jews believe the word of the Torah cannot be changed or altered whereas reform Judaism are accepting to the idea of change and integration to the modern world[footnoteRef:3920], much like how the Pharisees and the Essenes wanted to isolate themselves from the Gentiles whereas the Sadducees were accepting to compromise with the Romans.  [3920:  Rabbi Gorge Stern, What is the most fundamental difference between reform Judaism and Orthodox Judaism, 2020, <https://reformjudaism.org/what-most-fundamental-difference-between-reform-judaism-and-orthodox-judaism> [accessed 13.06.2020]] 
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