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Living Dialogue : kenosis in the political theology and praxis of Sevaka Yohan Devananda

	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

The aim of this dissertation will be to consider how the kenosis theory of the Incarnation influenced the political theology and praxis of Sevaka Yohan Devananda with the objective of showing
· the roots and development of the kenosis theory of the Incarnation, particularly within Anglicanism.
· the origins of Yohan Devananda’s political theology and his praxis based monastic movement and how the idea of kenosis influenced the development of his theology of renunciation.
· how his political theology was the basis for and undergirded all his activism as well as the living dialogue between Christianity, Buddhism and Marxism that characterized Devananda’s praxis

	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):

The Sri Lankan Anglican priest, John Cooray, founded an indigenous religious community, Devasaranaramaya (Monastery of Divine Refuge), in 1957 based on the teachings of St Anthony of Egypt and St Benedict, the Christian Ashram movement in India and the Buddhist Aaramaya tradition of Sri Lanka. This was the result of a vision and a protest in response to two events that took place in 1956, a decisive year in Sri Lanka’s political history less than ten years after independence from Britain: the rise of ethno-centric nationalism and socialism, as well as the publication of the controversial Buddhist Commission Report that challenged the presence and mission of the Christian Church in the post-colonial period. In 1964 he took life vows adopting the name Yohan Devananda and the title Sevaka (Servant). Devananda’s community was rooted in Sri Lanka’s contextual realities but based its liturgical life, spirituality and theology on a form of Christianity that engaged in living dialogue with Buddhism and Marxism. It was his incarnational theology with its kenotic implications that enabled him to engage in such a dialogue and to do so through an intentional monastic lifestyle coupled with a radical activism for social transformation. Indeed even his choice of title, Sevaka, was a decisive step towards kenosis by which he sought to identify with the people he served as well as others who practised renunciation and self-emptying while working for an egalitarian and just society. He viewed incarnation as a necessary first step to identification and inculturation that came to characterize the work and worship of Devasaranaramaya. The kenosis theory of the incarnation based on Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians (ch 2: vs 7), among other New Testament texts, describes the divine action though which Christ emptied himself and took the form of a servant when “the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us” (Jn 1: 14). The kenosis theory originated in the 2nd century and re-emerged in the late 19th century due in part to the Liberal Catholic theologians of the Church of England such as Charles Gore, whose writings would have influenced Devananda during his theological education and priestly formation at Cuddesdon in Oxford. Due to this kenotic incarnational vision Devananda moved from his traditional ecclesiastical origins in an entirely new direction towards the development of what has come to be called the ‘Radical Tradition’ in Sri Lanka’s theological enterprise. This included early engagement with Latin American liberation theology as well as Cardijn’s ‘See-Judge-Act method’ with its allusions to St Thomas Aquinas’ doctrine of the virtue of prudence in Summa Theologica, that in turn resulted in Devanada’s own version of the ‘Action-Reflection’ paradigm that characterized his political theology as he engaged in a prophetic ministry during a critical period in Sri Lanka’s history. This research project seeks to evaluate Devananda’s legacy and contribution to Sri Lanka’s contextual theology with a view to ascertaining whether there is continued relevance and potential to inspire the Church in Sri Lanka today as it engages in the task of mission and social transformation. 
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