The importance of Babylon in the 4th century BCE
The focus of this essay is the importance of the city of Babylon under the Persian Empire in the early 4th century BCE. I will be arguing that Babylon’s importance on the world stage had much deteriorated since the fall of the Babylonian empire. To prove that my point of view is valid, I shall discuss the heights of the Babylonian empire, the scientific advancements made by it and the power it had once held.
Babylon once stood at the heart of the ancient land known as Mesopotamia, as a beacon of civilisation amongst the early world. The city didn’t see its potential until the fall of the fall of the Akkadians and invasion of the Amorites, after those events King Hammurabi, inventor of the first law code, had taken the throne. He would see that Babylon became the centre of civilisation in the 18th century BCE. Eventually however, the great empire was conquered by Hittites. The Babylonians would not rise up again until 616 BCE under Nabopolassar and his son Nebuchadnezzar II, who took advantage of a crumbling Assyrian Empire. Babylon had grown far beyond its past borders under Nebuchadnezzar II, conquering the Sumerians, Assyrians and even the Hebrews. The city of Babylon itself had become the scientific and cultural centre of Mesopotamia, maybe even the world, as great monuments like the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, the Ishtar gate and, if the bible is to be trusted, a tower intended to reach the heavens. However, there is no apparent evidence for the Tower of Babel. According the Herodotus “There are in Assyria many other great cities; but the most famous and strongest was Babylon” [Hdt. The Persian Wars. 1 .221]. Herodotus wrote this in his works about the Persian Wars int the 5th century around 100 years before when this essay is set on however it can provide an idea of the view of Babylon in this period. Despite all of these praises the importance of Babylon on the world stage had decreased, this doesn’t however mean that the city wasn’t important as it was very important both before and after this period. However, Babylon and the rest of Mesopotamia was no longer the beacon of civilisation due to the rise of the civilisations of Greece, Phoenicia, Egypt and the fledgling civilisations on the Italian peninsula. The Persian Empire who ruled over this region in the 4th century adopted Babylonian cuneiform and Babylonian Aramaic renaming it Persian Imperial Aramaic. Babylon remained an economically and culturally powerful city far into the future. This is proven by Dio Chrysostom when he said “Nineveh and Babylon as well, the greatest cities that had yet existed” [Dio. On Kingship and Tyranny. 62. 29.]. The city itself became important on the affairs of the empire that ruled over it however Babylonian empire rose again since its defeat to the Persians in 549 BCE.
In conclusion, as a city the city of Babylon was important to the Persians who ruled over Babylon at the time and then the Greeks afterwards, however in comparison to how important Babylon used to be in the ancient world during its imperial years, Babylon was but a shadow of its past self by the early 4th century. Babylon used to an empire and by the 4th century it wasn’t even an independent city but one under a larger empire.
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