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The English Legal System is based upon common law principles. 
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English law has been a common law system since 1189, not a civil law one. In other words, the law has not been fully codified, and judicial precedents are binding rather than merely persuasive (Partington, 2021, p.8). Common law is a concept of unwritten rules that are grounded on the legal processes that have been developed in previous court processes. In some unique situations, when conclusions are not predictable based on existing legal declarations and statutes, common law principles help decision-making. A precedent is a collection of earlier legal rulings that courts will use to assess cases similar to them in the future (also known as stare decisis). There exists no legal framework that can be used in the case of a specific case in hand. Therefore, common law comes in place to play the role of a comprehensive archive of claims that can be compared to statutes and events. These proceedings that can be applied to the case are then decided by a judge proceeding over the matter. Lower courts must observe the outcomes in cases where a higher court sets a precedent (Pfander and Wentzel, 2019, p.23). The UK court system benefits from the stability created by this system thanks to the above arrangement. On the other hand, lower courts may choose to deviate from the precedent if the case at hand has facts different from the initial case. Lower courts may opt to reject the precedent, but this is a rare occurrence.
1. What is civil law? 
The civil legal system is grounded on the ideas, principles, and classification of Roman law, with some of the ideas borrowed from canon law on other occasions. In this legal system, the local custom or culture will significantly expand or modify them. Even while the civil law tradition has developed over time to become more independent and secular, it still promotes community. More than 60% of nations globally use the civil law system, also known as the continental or Romano-Germanic legal system.
Civil law, in its formal, limited sense, refers to the corpus of rules that control individuals, entities, and the interactions that develop between them, excluding criminal law and commercial law, labor law, etc. The French Civil Code and the German BGB, codified in most nations with a civil law system, are the two most significant civil codes (Llewellyn, 2016, p.467). While ultimately deriving from the Corpus Juris Civilis, the term "civil law" historically refers to a body of legal theories and frameworks that also had a significant influence on Napoleonic, Germanic, canonical, feudal, and local practices, as well as doctrinal strands like natural law, codification, and legal positivism.
Civil law distinguishes between substantive standards and procedural rules by conceptualizing fundamental concepts and starting with abstractions. It believes that statute law is superior to case law and the reverse. Although they are commonly blended, civil law and the inquisitorial system are separate ideas. A code and a law differ significantly in several ways (Farahani, Bahadori Jahromi and Asgharian, 2021, p.234). Civil systems are primarily distinguished by their legal principles, composed of brief, generally applicable writings that frequently omit scenario-specific information. Contrary to ordinary laws, which are usually quite lengthy and complex, civil 
Contrast the two systems
Contrast between the two legal systems outlines a comprehensive set of legal statures also known as legislators produced in civil law. The subjects that can be contested, the methods of resolving disputes, and the sanctions for infractions are all explicitly defined by a civil institution. The judicial authorities weigh the facts of each case before rendering a decision following the requirements of the applicable civil law. Even if civil law is regularly changed, established rules help to maintain order and reduce biased systems where the law is applied differently depending on the circumstances (Broom, H., 2020, p.123). On the other hand, the institutionalized judgments and analyses of juries and judges form the basis of common law. Common law aims to provide predictable outcomes by employing the same consistent rules of understanding as civil law. The customs of the particular nations, which are situation-specific, can sometimes determine precedent. Therefore, standard law components may vary across districts.
4.	Outline the history of the common law 
The English common law first came into existence in the Middle Ages at the king’s court. At that time a single royal court was established to serve majority of the country in Westminster.  Like other early legal systems, it was as a result of procedural remedies rather than the focus on substantive right (Milsom, 2014, p.56). The above is in contrast with modern systems that are more focused on rights above formalities, the above led to gradual evolution in the system. It later advanced to stages where real judges and not politicians were used to serve in these courts, an element that had a significant impact on the evolution of English common law far into the late 19th century.
It started with the establishment clause rather than with constitutional provisions, like other legal systems. The evolution of the contemporary legal system, which prioritizes rights over procedures, was slowed down by the gradual emergence of numerous different diverse remedies throughout time (Scalia, 2018, p 234). Judges, not politicians, continued to have a considerable impact on the development of English common law until the late 19th century. An important component of English common law was formed during the Norman Conquest in 1066. Most issues were resolved by established standards that were similar to those followed by local norms, and the church had a significant impact on politics (Ahmed, 2022, p.39). Crimes were perceived as wrongs that needed to be made right.
Common law is a term that refers to legal precepts that judges have created based on historical precedent and custom. When it was first put in place as a part of King Henry II's judicial amendments in the 12th century, it applied to every citizen of the country, hence the word "common." The legal principle of binding precedent, which stipulates that courts must accept and implement decisions reached in previous cases by more senior courts, is referred to as "stare decisis," which is Latin for "courts of record." Common law includes procedural laws derived from the inherent power of the courts and regulates things like court processes and substantive laws, such as those that address crimes like murder.
Laws that are seen as "trumping" or "exceeding" common law may replace standard law norms with their own. For example, the Homicide Act of 1957 has replaced the customary punishment for murder, while the Stealing Statutes of 1968, 1978, and other acts now regulate offenses based on the old common law offense of theft. There is a limit to how much law can be amended under common law, especially if it was created from a statute, no matter how inventive or "active" a common law judge is. In these situations, the legislation may only be amended by Parliament. The Law Commission conducted extensive research and consultation to assess obsolete or ineffective legislation and recommend changes before determining that such a modification was required.
To make up for the injustice caused by the strict common law standards, equity evolved as a separate system of primarily discretionary remedies under the jurisdiction of the Lord Chancellor (Baker, 2019, p.78). The king's courts originally governed the common law. The systems of law and equity are no longer considered as independent legal systems as a result of the Judicature Acts of 1873–1875, which made both legal and equitable remedies accessible in all courts. The High Court's Chancery Division now routinely handles trusts and other equitable principles as part of its responsibilities.
5. Are there examples of the common law working in practice?
The common law has occasionally had an impact on new items of legislation. For instance, "outraging public decency" is a common-law offense in the United Kingdom. Upskirting is the practice of discreetly filming or taking photos of someone's privates while holding a camera between their legs for sex, misery, or both (Baker, 2020, p.56). Law enforcement has been pursuing persons who engage in this intrusive behavior for the past ten years using this outdated common law.
In a different instance, the British Parliament officially passed the Voyeurism (Offenses) Act in February 2019. The law places a penalty of a jail term of up to two years for being added to the listed registry of sex offenders. One other example of common law in practice can be the concept of common-law marriage, which accords couples who are not officially married with the same rights as those who hold a marriage certificate if certain prerequisites are completed; this is one example of common law that is still in use today. 
Conclusion 
In conclusion, despite common law's origins in medieval England, it is used in many other nations globally in the modern day. The flexibility of this legal system can be considered the most crucial aspect of this legal code. It is the best part that opens the legal system for interpretation and becomes more crucial as technology advances its scope and touches on the basic elements that touch on our lives.  
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