Archival Exercise

Being an American social reformer, author and former slave, there is a requirement for archival evidence to be found using the internet in online archives due to the process of travelling to the physical archives. This is not necessarily a negative obstacle, but rather one that can be avoided using intensive and comprehensive research methods. There are various online sources and archives that can be used to attain information about Frederick Douglass. Online, available at the Library of Congress website is a collection of articles and essays and other mixed manuscripts produced by Frederick Douglass[footnoteRef:1]. Contained within this archive are over 1,000 pieces of material concerning Douglass, ranging from diary entries, newspaper clippings and government publications. The Library of Congress website’s utility allows for impressive search functions, by organising the manuscripts through subject, language, contributor, location, and their physical location. Unfortunately, a lot of the material in the LOC collections are assigned together, for example, all letters from 1883 are within their own archive, unsorted. The LOC repository is the best resource for archived material concerning Douglass with other online archives end up linking back to the Congress website.  [1:  "Frederick Douglass Papers At The Library Of Congress", The Library Of Congress <https://www.loc.gov/collections/frederick-douglass-papers> [Accessed 5 November 2020].] 



1. Douglass, Frederick, "Frederick Douglass Diary (Tour Of Europe And Africa)" (Washington D.C., 1888), Library of Congress, Frederick Douglass Papers at the Library of Congress
This diary is located in Washington D.C. in the Library of Congress but is available online at the Library of Congress website. The diary particular is of great use to studying Frederic Douglass as it was his writing companion during his tour of Africa and Europe in the years 1885-1888. Douglass’ handwriting is rather hard to comprehend, there are however transcripts available[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  Andrew Lang and Joshua Rio-Ross, "The Frederick Douglass Diary: A Transcription", Research Gate, 2018 <https://www.researchgate.net/publication/324727370_The_Frederick_Douglass_Diary_A_Transcription> [Accessed 5 November 2020].] 


2. Douglass, Frederick, "Correspondence With Susan B. Anthony, 1893" (Washington D.C., 1893), Library of Congress, Frederick Douglass Papers at the Library of Congress
Located at the Library of Congress in Washington D.C. this correspondence with Feminist Susan B. Anthony is incredibly useful as the correspondence between two prestigious civil rights activists such as these has the potential to be overflowing with information.

3. Douglass, Frederick, "Agreements 1847-1897" (Washington D.C., 2020), Library of Congress, Frederick Douglass Papers at the Library of Congress 
These contracts signed by Douglass contain lease agreements and mortgage payments which could unearth information regarding where Douglass was at certain dates. Unfortunately, the Library of Congress website has these in a collection that is not 100% organised, leading to some confusion.

4. Douglass, Frederick, "Account Books (By Douglass), 1883-1886" (Washington D.C., 1883), Library of Congress, Frederick Douglass Papers at the Library of Congress 
This account book located at the Library of Congress details Douglass’ personal expenditure in the years 1883-1886. This book is priceless in terms of information concerning the financials of Douglass. Both his incoming and outgoing items are available to be seen.

5. Douglass, Frederick, "Chapter From Frederick Douglass' Draft Manuscript Of His Autobiography, Life And Times Of Frederick Douglass" (Washington D.C., 1880), Library of Congress, Frederick Douglass Papers
Located in the Library of Congress in Washington D.C. this draft of a chapter of Douglass’ life includes his story of escaping slavery. Drafts can be useful to gain additional information that may have been edited out of the official biography by Douglass.

6. Prentiss, Harry, "The Fugitive's Song" (Washington D.C., 1845), Library of Congress, Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division
This music sheet cover has an image of an exaggerated Frederick Douglass during his escape from Slavery. Located in the Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division in Washington D.C. his image shows the popularity that Frederick Douglass rose too with his image spreading across America. 

7. Douglass, Frederick, "Address By Hon. Frederick Douglass, Delivered In The Congregational Church, Washington, D.C., April 16, 1883, On The Twenty-First Anniversary Of Emancipation In The District Of Columbia." (Washington D.C., 1883), Library of Congress, African American Perspectives: Materials Selected from the Rare Book Collection
Two decades following the emancipation proclamation, Douglass makes a speech in Columbia state. This speech is significant as in 1883 as the Supreme Court would declare parts of the 1875 Civil Rights Act to be unconstitutional. 

8. "The North Star 1st Edition" (Washington D.C., 1847), Library of Congress, Frederick Douglass Newspapers, 1847 to 1874
The North Star was a newspaper founded by Douglass as the first anti-slavery newspaper. This particular edition is the first one ever, published on December 3rd, 1847. This newspaper is direct access to the political beliefs of Douglass and his contemporaries. 

9. Dickinson, Anna E., "General Correspondence With Frederick Douglass" (Washington D.C., 2020), Library of Congress, Anna E. Dickinson Papers
Douglass’s correspondence with orator and lecturer Anna E Dickinson would be significant to historians in the exchanges of ideas between Douglass and Dickinson as both were anti-slavery and pro-women’s rights. The Anna E. Dickinson collection is located in the Library of Congress in Washington D.C.

10. Douglass, Frederick, "Editorial Correspondence Of The North Star" (Washington D.C., 1848), The Library of Congress, Frederick Douglass Papers at the Library of Congress
Douglass’ correspondence with his own newspaper should be significant for historians as he is conversing with his own institution allowing for a conversation full of political ideas to come to light. In these letters, we can witness the experiences of Douglass. The letters are stored in the Library of Congress in Washington D.C.


Future use of archives and sources must have more time allocated to them. While the Library of Congress has an extensive search function and incredible materials in their archives, quite a large amount of the material is unsorted and lacks any contextual information or even transcripts. To move away from the Library of Congress would also be an important factor to remember, a factor difficult to perform in actuality when studying Frederick Douglass. 
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