	Without doubt, the areas of theology and scripture are important viewpoints from which we can study the epistles of Paul. However, this dissertation aims to look at these writings from a different angle – that of social and cultural history. While Paul’s overriding message was primarily religious, this study will look at the reasons behind why the epistles were written to specific groups and individuals while also focussing on Paul’s leadership and how he encouraged others to form communities of worship as a result of his missionary zeal.
	Originally, Paul was a Pharisee who was opposed to Christianity. His conversion would have encouraged him in his missionary work and, therefore, provided the impetus for him to travel to various regions and to help establish communities of worship.
	When studying Paul’s work, we need to take account of Acts and the knowledge therein where we learn that Antioch was the starting point of Paul’s missionary journey. From here, he and Barnabas travelled to Cyprus, Perga in Pamhylia and subsequently to four towns in Pisidia in modern Turkey. Paul faced many challenges on his travels as a result of the message he was proclaiming and was left for dead at Lystra where he was stoned.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Bowker, 2004, p.393] 

	Of course, when putting Paul’s writings into the context of other sources, and especially contemporary sources of his, it should be remembered that Antioch was where Ignatius was bishop. His writings would be similar to Paul’s in certain aspects regarding the organisation of communities of worship. The idea of intertextuality is strong in regard to Paul’s writings, because as well as the writings of Ignatius and Irenaeus, modern scholars have paid heed to the social and cultural aspect of Pauls’ work.
	One such work, by Watson, takes a sociological approach to Paul. An intercultural context is provided by Campbell, while the theme of community is dealt with by Banks. As the new Christian movement was developing, there would have been different ideas and differing views in terms of organisation just like any new movement. The idea of competition in this area of study has been dealt with by Goulder, Sumney and Douglas A. Campbell.
	With scholars such as these in mind, it is easy to understand the importance of reception theory as an aspect of Paul’s writings. As well as his messages on the new faith, he covers a range of ideas and themes such as love, Christian behaviour, worship, ministry, practice and the importance of unity.
	Again, from a social point of view, we need to look at pastoral care. Paul’s letters to Timothy and Titus focus on this and also provide instructions including those that focus on the appointment of leaders. This is evidence of the leadership that Paul portrayed. In fact, his authority and credentials were defended by him in his second letter to the Corinthians. The aforementioned Banks as well as Joubert and Meeks have looked at the importance of gathering in this new ecclesiastical movement that formed around the Mediterranean.
	It was the development of these communities and, specifically, Paul’s advice to and influence on, that forms the basis of this dissertation – a work that focuses on the social and cultural side of the people who were becoming accustomed to a new religious movement that Paul helped spread.
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