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Title: Joanna’s locket
Cast
Joanna (Laura-Jane’s Grandmother)
Andrew (Joanna’s nephew who has studied law)
Joanna and Andrew are sitting at the kitchen table discussing the arrival of Joanna’s first granddaughter earlier this week

Joanna:		It’s so exciting having a new granddaughter.  I would love her to have my gold locket 
		when I die.  It came to me from my grandmother.
Andrew: 	Well, maybe you should update your will and leave it to her.
Joanna:		That’s a good idea.  I’ll make an appointment with my solicitor.  (Pause while thinks 
		for a while) But what if something happens to me while Laura-Jane is still a baby?  I
		wouldn’t want her chewing it or anything.  Or if she were a teenager, she might sell 
		it and waste the money on something stupid.
Andrew: 	Well you could set up a trust, so that it is looked after until she’s old enough.
Joanna:		What does that mean?  What on earth is a trust?
Andrew:	It’s where one person owns something, like the locket, but they have agreed to look 
		after it for someone else.
Joanna: 	That’s sounds like a good idea but it does not sound very safe.  You’re saying its their 
		locket and not Laura-Jane’s.  How would I make sure this person kept their promise?
Andrew: 	There are lots of rules about trusts.  The person who owns the property is called a 
		trustee, and they have a duty to look after it very carefully.
Joanna:		What if this trustee person ending up trying to sell the locket because they were 
		short of money?
Andrew:	Well, the courts will enforce the promise that was made.  If the trustee sells the 
		locket, they will have to pay all the money they got for it to Laura-Jane.
Joanna:		What good would that be?  I want her to have the locket not the money.
Andrew: 	Well, there are other things that the court can do.  If you knew the trustee planned 
		to sell the locket, the court could make an order stopping the locket from being sold.  
		If the trustee then sold it, they would be breaching a court order.  They could even
		go to prison!  If it was sold to someone who knew it was trust property, then they 
		would be meant to hold it for the benefit of Laura-Jane.
Joanne:		I think I get it.  How would I go about doing this?
Andrew: 	All you need to do is say in your will that you are giving the locket to someone, say 
		me, on trust for Laura-Jane until she is 18.
