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	Time and location
	Session

	9 -9.30am
Cothi Suite, Halliwell

	Coffee and tea on arrival


	9.30 am
Cothi Suite, Halliwell

	Welcome and introduction to the day
Dr Jane Waters

	9.45 – 10.15 am

Cothi Suite, Halliwell

	Gareth Evans 
Shifting debate and influencing education policy – CEPRA

It is often said that these are exciting times to be involved in Welsh education – but education policy cannot be developed or implemented in isolation, and whole-system change requires honest appraisal and the input of a broad range of stakeholders. In this presentation Gareth Evans assesses where we are on Wales' reform journey, drawing upon early work undertaken by the Centre for Education Policy Review and Analysis (CEPRA).

	10.15-11am
Cothi Suite, Halliwell

	Dr Jane Waters 
Using ‘quality’ measures of children’s learning experiences to target professional learning in early years pre-school staff: the experience of one local authority in Wales 

This paper details a project, which sought to establish the value of an evidence-informed approach to professional learning intervention for pre-school ECEC staff. We describe the experience of one local authority in Wales; empirical findings emphasise the potential value of targeted approaches to professional learning, that take children’s direct learning experiences as their focus.

	11-11.30
Cothi Suite, Halliwell

	Coffee and networking

	11.30-12.15
Cothi Suite, Halliwell

	Professor Mererid Hopwood 
 ‘Country and School Poems: the place of literature in the successful future’  

The place of poetry in the New Curriculum has raised a few questions before today.   This is mainly due to the fact that there has been some disagreement regarding where exactly it should belong: whether in the Expressive Arts Area of Learning and Experience, or with the Languages, Literacy and Communication? Be that as it may, with the outcomes of the work of the Welsh Government and the pioneering groups of the six Areas of Learning and Experience about to be introduced, this is an opportunity to look again at what literature or what poetry should be presented to children, and when … and the implications of choice”


	12.15- 1pm
Cothi Suite, Halliwell

	Dr Ceri Phelps 
“Scales and psychometrics: why the questions you ask matter”

This session will encourage researchers to think carefully about the ways in which questions are asked on surveys and questionnaires and will review the role, function, and potential value of using psychometrically sound scales where possible in quantitative research studies.



1-1.45pm Lunch 
      Cothi Suite, Halliwell






1.45-2.45 Symposia: 
Please choose one full session to attend.

	CJ1 
Chair Caroline Lohman-Hancock
	CJ3 
Chair: Glenda Tinney
	CJ7 
Chair Jane Waters

	Darrell Williams
Favourable Adolescent and Childhood Experiences
 
Advanced economies are ever more concerned with the well-being of their populations (Dolan, Layard and Metcalfe, 2010; Fischer, 2009a; Harvey, 2013). This study aimed to critically explore whether youth work can have an impact on the subjective well-being (Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, (OECD, 2013) of young people. To achieve this, the study utilised phenomenological research into young people’s experiences of youth and community work across Wales in urban, rural and former industrial areas.  To explore themes of well-being a model has been developed which utilises the interrelationship of ecological systems (Watling and Neal, 2013) and youth work.  Overall, it is concluded that youth work, based on a distinct set of characteristics, provides participants with opportunities to enhance their subjective well-being.

	Angela Rekers: 
A child's participation in reciprocity with the socio-material environment of the reception year classroom and the Forest School provision

This study explored the child’s social situation of development through their motive-oriented participation in socio-material activity settings, using an interpretive ethnography methodology. 
The findings consider the opportunities for participation, from the child’s perspective, in relation to the values, expectations and demands of institutional practice. 

	Athrofa Camau Team Update
Helping practitioners make sense of evidence from research, policy and practice
 
This session will consist of a brief overview of the Camau project, followed by presentations from each of the AoLEs in turn. Colleagues will be highlighting specific areas of interest or challenge for their AoLEs.
These presentations, taken together, will provide an overview of the initial work of the Camau project. This joint venue between UWTSD and the University of Glasgow has been commissioned and partly funded by Welsh Government to help provide research underpinning to the progression steps - a key element in the proposals for a new Curriculum for Wales. We will share the thinking behind papers currently being developed by colleagues from both Universities which build on the work of the interim reports, published in June 2018.


	Carol Hughes
Multiple negotiations and performances of:
A curriculum; a context; a researcher’s gaze; a community and some rot.
 
The current Ontological Turn considers the limitations of past ontological positioning and seeks to rectify this with a gesture towards a democratization of reality. This research investigates the potential implications of this ontological departure, and asks; in what way does this impact current epistemological commitments. The research will test this out by applying the precepts and principles inherent within the Ontological Turn to the Delphi Technique research method, in an attempt to resolve the problem of the lack of representation of gender and sexual diversity within higher education curricula.

	 Cindy Hunt, Heike Griffiths Marginalised Communities and Higher Education – a matter of Choice and Identity. 
Monkton Priory Community School as an example of a safe space, which can promote inclusion over time. Families and pupils from a GRT (Gypsy, Romany Traveller) background often lack knowledge about university and the cultural capital needed to access Higher Education. Additionally, due to historic and ongoing exclusion and discrimination in all forms of formal education, individuals from a GRT background often choose to hide this part of their identity when engaging with ‘education’. Another problematic area of ‘GRT identity’ is the grouping of these diverse subgroups into the one GRT category. This brings the risk of stereotyping individuals and the risk of overlooking complexity and intersectionality due to an overemphasis on ethnicity. We explore these complex identities and how the concept of a ‘safe space’ (Gsir, 2014) can help to cater for individuals who would historically have been excluded from HE. This safe space needs to be created in order to allow marginalised communities to engage in HE on ‘their’ terms. We look at our work in Monkton Priory Primary School in Pembrokeshire which was made possible by its multi-level partnership working and collaboration which has resulted in multigenerational increase in educational attainment and improved employment outcomes.
	

	Kate Williams
“Beyond learning in higher education: An evaluation of the ‘Life Design’ initiative to improve student employability”.
 
This presentation will report on a systematic psychosocial evaluation of the Life Design initiative at UWTSD. The aim of the initiative is to support first-year students to gain confidence in considering their personal development needs and employability planning. Through ‘Life Design’, all first year students were asked to engage in a two-hour workshop run by the University’s student experience team with access to follow-up online resources. The evaluation of this initiative explored the level of student engagement and impact of this initiative on key outcomes, including self-efficacy, self-esteem and career optimism.  
	Alex Southern
‘Developing a Methodology for Arts Education Research: is Reflexivity Enough?’

In the 2017-2018 school year, I researched a professional learning programme centred on creative practice as a means to support the wellbeing of staff undergoing school improvement initiatives. I developed a qualitative methodology, using participant observation and interviews, that aimed to explore the circulating discourse around the ‘benefits’ and ‘value’ of creative learning and the arts in/to education. 
This presentation considers the shifting identities inherent in reflexive, participant observation, and the extent to which the subjective, abstract concepts of creativity and wellbeing can be adequately constructed and conveyed through this methodology.

	





2.45-4pm Research Group meetings

	CJ1
	CJ3
	CJ7
	CJ7

	Early Years

	Psychology

	Pedagogy, Curriculum and Progression
Incl Language, Literacy and Communication and Mathematics

Chair: Jane Waters
	Wellbeing and resilient communities





4pm Close.  No formal plenary, staff to leave after research group meetings conclude
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