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Analyse potential links between terrorism and other forms of criminality, and comment upon the potential of an insider threat within the police service.

This essay will define what terrorism is as well as what different types of terrorism exist and what is behind terrorism. The essay will also look to explain why criminal activity goes on around terrorism and the link between the terrorist activity and those crimes carried. The essay will talk about the terrorism act which was brought about in 2000 and why it was necessary.
The Terrorism Act, which was brought about in July 2000 by Parliament, following debates at the end of 1999 and beginning of 2000. This Act replaced the United Kingdom’s counterterrorism laws which a section of, were introduced as temporary measures due to terrorist activity conducted by the Irish Republican Army during the troubles throughout the 80’s and early 90’s. This was the Prevention of Terrorism Act 1989 which was a temporary measure and the Northern Ireland Act 1996 an Emergency Provision. The Terrorism act is applicable throughout the United Kingdom, and it refers to the powers of a Police Constable to stop and search pedestrians, vehicles as well as pedestrians and their drivers without suspicion as per section 44 of the Act (Human Rights Watch, 2010). 

The Terrorism Act 2000 defines terrorism which takes place both locally in the United Kingdom or outside the United Kingdom in other countries as the threat and use of violence and destruction to influence governments, organisations, or members of the public into taking notice of a specific religion or ideological agenda. The tactics used may be causing serious damage or destruction to architecture or property or causing serious risk to life and limb through an act of violence. It could be the disruption of public way of life by interfering with water or electric supplies, transport, or communication systems. Whenever any of these tactics are carried out with the use of explosive materials or offensive weapons such as firearms, it does not matter the intention, this act becomes terrorism despite not intending to influence governments, organisations or the general public. This is due to the terror caused to any whom may witness or become aware of this action. It is also deemed a terrorism offence if you merely collect the information on how to commit terror attacks or if you are connected to the planning of these attacks or assistance of another to plan or carry out these attacks under the United Kingdom’s Terrorism Act 2000 (CPS, 2020).

The Terrorism Act, which was brought about in July 2000 by Parliament, following debates at the end of 1999 and beginning of 2000. This Act replaced the United Kingdom’s counterterrorism laws which a section of, were introduced as temporary measures due to terrorist activity conducted by the Irish Republican Army. This was the Prevention of Terrorism Act 1989 which was a temporary measure and the Northern Ireland Act 1996 an Emergency Provision. The Terrorism act is applicable throughout the United Kingdom, and it refers to the powers of a Police Constable to stop and search pedestrians, vehicles as well as pedestrians and their drivers without suspicion as per section 44 of the Act (Human Rights Watch, 2010)

“Terrorism the unlawful use of violence or threats to intimidate or coerce a civilian population or government, with the goal of furthering political, social, or ideological objectives. The state of fear and submission produced by terrorism” (Dictionary.com, 2018)

Terrorism can originate from any country. It can be carried out by a person of any ethnicity, race. They can have a range of political agendas with varying purposes or objectives in mind if any. Therefore, there should be no stereotypical view of what a terrorist should look like or what background they come from (CPS, 2020).

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in the United States of America defines two types of terrorism on their public website. The two types defined are Domestic terrorism which is described as violent or criminal acts carried out by an individual or group of persons to bring attention to a political or social agenda or perhaps a particular religion or cult. There is also racist attacks by racist groups and even environmental protests by protesters. The other type is international terrorism which is again violent or criminal acts by individuals or groups who are following or linked to designated foreign terrorist organisations or state sponsored nations (Federal Bureau of Investigation, 2018).

Here in the United Kingdom, there has been a rise in cases of extreme right-wing terrorism. These right-wing terror groups promote messages of hate and prejudice towards other races and attempt to radicalise others into the same hatred for other ethnicities. National Action, Sonnenkrieg Division and the base are some of these groups that are promoting hatred against other ethnic groups and have been noticed to be actively pushing an anti-Islamic message to any who will take notice. As for International terrorism there have been UK nationals choosing to travel overseas to serve with extreme groups such as Al Qaida since their creation in the 90’s and more recent Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) as ‘foreign fighters’. These groups have actively targeted attacks against the west in the past some of which have been unfortunately successful. These ‘foreign fighters’ pose a significant risk to the United Kingdom whilst they are oversea and even more so on their return into the UK (CPS, 2020). 
The importance of finances towards terrorism has emphasised its continuation to grow and spread. Terror groups will not last without sufficient finances as it is very expensive to fund terrorism and it needs constant financing. In the past terrorist needed knives and possibly the odd firearm which could be easily come by and cost very little. The modern-day terrorist needs far more sophisticated set of hardware for their operation. Hardware which comes with a hefty price tag. Money is needed to fund attacks on intended targets as well as the running of camps and feeding their personnel. It is accepted that stopping of terrorism finances will not eliminate terrorist groups altogether, but it could possibly lessen the number of attacks and the ability of these groups (Attah, 2019)
Any criminal activity which can make a profit can be used to finance terrorist activity. Meaning that any country could be at risk from terrorist financing even though the risk of a terror attack itself may be low. Terrorist funding operations can include, low level fraudulent activity, kidnapping for a ransom, illicit trade of minerals (e.g Coal, oil, diamonds, gold), misusing non-profit companies and digital currencies (www.interpol.int, n.d.).  More serious crimes terrorist groups are linked to are money laundering, people smuggling, prostitution, trafficking firearms and class A drugs such as heroin and cocaine. This is achieved by exploiting Organised Crime Group infrastructures to procure weapons, fraudulent documents and the movement of goods and lethal weapons to be used in planned attacks. There is also a link between terrorists joining organised crime gangs to generate funds to finance their terrorist group. Europol explains Organised crime as being the orchestrated criminal activity which is conducted by a group of people working in unity on a continual basis. Their motivation is predominantly financial gain, but this is not always the case. In December 2013 it was estimated that 36,000 persons were involved in organised crime in a staggering 5,300 groups across the UK. Organised crime is a serious threat to National security as well as the economic well-being of the United Kingdom, with a massive negative impact on multiple communities and costing over £24 billion each year. The CPS Organised Crime Strategy aims for success in prosecution or at the least disruption of criminal activity for organised crime groups. Pursuit of assets of those who make a financial gain when applicable. Successful partnerships with international colleague counterparts to bring Organised criminals to justice no matter which country they may be in. Prevent offences being committed by using serious organised crime prevention orders as well as other powers. Ensuring prosecutors stick to the codes of practice for victims of crime such as trafficked persons or sexual exploitation victim (www.europol.europa.eu, n.d.)
As a police officer you are expected to uphold the safety of the public from such activity as Organised crime and Terrorism. You are privy to intelligence and information that the public are not, this information can be beneficial to organised crime groups and would give them a significant benefit with criminal activity. If a Police Constable was to be compromised or if they were to be bribed into sharing information this would lead to the Organised crime group having a major advantage.
In Liverpool a former Police constable was jailed for selling Police intelligence to organised crime group members. Stephen Cloney a Merseyside police officer pleaded guilty to an offence under section 26 Corrupt or other improper exercise of police powers and privileges contrary to the criminal justice and courts act 2015, following an investigation by the Police’s Anti-Corruption Unit (ACU) in 2020 which was overlooked by the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC). The investigation concluded that Cloney was providing information to Organised crime gang members from 13th April 2015 up until 4th January 2019 and received cash payments for this information. Following Cloney’s arrest he was charged with exercising the powers and privileges of a constable improperly by unlawfully accessing Merseyside Police systems and databases to access intelligence. Intelligence which was shared with persons outside the police force for a financial gain and in doing so knew or ought to have, that this exercise was improper. Cloney appeared before a Special Case Disciplinary Hearing chaired by the Chief Constable, March 10th 2020, after being charged by the Force’s Anti-Corruption Unit. There were multiple breaches of police standards of professional behaviour. Cloney was immediately dismissed without notice by Merseyside Police for gross misconduct. Cloney’s name also placed on the College of Policing Barred List, making him unable to work for any police force again. Cloney had joined the Merseyside police in 2007 after initially serving in the Met police, it is said that he became disenchanted in his job and was in debt. Cloney was found to have sold information on to gang members on cannabis factories so they could conduct armed raids on them, two individuals were stabbed by individuals carrying out the raids. Cloney also gave information on raids due to be conducted by police to allow drug dealers opportunity to clear out addresses. Allowing drug dealers to continue selling dangerous drugs and ruining people’s lives.  Judge Alan Conrad, QC, commented “One corrupt officer taints a great police force, and undermines public confidence in the police. Thereby undoing the great work that is done by the overwhelming majority of decent, hard-working and honest officers.”
Corrupt police officers such as Cloney do not just taint the name of the police force, undo the groundwork done by officers and undermine public confidence when brought to light but they also cost taxpayers and the government a lot of money. Organised crime is a threat to national security. It costs the United Kingdom at least £24 billion each year, this ultimately leads to loss of life and can deprive people of their security and prosperity (HM Government, 2013).
On reflection police staff have access to a lot of information and intelligence that criminals would find beneficial. This responsibility is great and if abused such as the case of the Merseyside police officer Cloney can be detrimental to significant police work. If someone with access to a higher level of intelligence such as someone involved in counter terrorism was to be corrupt or become corrupted and go on to pass information regarding intelligence held on terrorist networks or give warning to terrorists. This could be catastrophic as they could stay ahead of the authorities and could carry out a successful terrorist attack, killing and injuring on a mass scale. 
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4. Assess the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion. Consider how else community cohesion might be created and maintained and examine the effectiveness of these approaches. Discuss why some groups may be less willing to engage with police. Your answer should be based on academic research.


This essay will define what community cohesion is and describe the importance of cohesion within a community. What research has been carried out around community cohesion. Defining what it is that contributes to successful community cohesion and the importance it has in modern day society. This essay will then focus on the key role of community policing in creating and maintaining community cohesion, assessing the different ways in which community policing can increase community cohesion and the role which Neighbourhood Policing plays in modern day policing and the negative impact of communities distancing themselves from police and partner agencies. 

There is not an agreed definition of community cohesion. All definitions do focus on the relationships between the individuals and their community, plus their wider surroundings. It is also widely agreed that providing opportunities for people to interact, work together, develop positive relationships, and contribute towards their community does lead to a successful community cohesion. The importance of an agreed vision, shared values, equality, and diversity as well as a tolerance, fairness and justice for all and a sense of belonging for all in the community (NASUWT, n.d.).

No one can force cohesion within a community, however local councils attempt to do all that is possible to create the adequate conditions for local communities to thrive. Councils should have a wealth of experiences within staff for adapting to the varied challenges that come with their communities’ cohesion. The arrival of newer communities to acts of terrorism and tensions rising from them and other serious crime incidents have all contributed to challenges along the way in maintaining cohesion. Local councillors’ knowledge about their area and the communities within them are key as this provides an understanding should further problems arise and the need for leadership and a conclusion to the issues. These issues that can affect the cohesion of the community can sometimes be systemic and run deep and local councillors cannot always control this (www.local.gov.uk, n.d.). 

In the past it was believed communities would be automatically inclusive of all individuals including members of a minority group. Modern times have placed greater attention on the importance of cohesion, it has become obvious how much community cohesion and inclusion of all individuals within communities, empowers local people, and develops neighbourhoods to their full potential (Muers, 2011). Community cohesion refers to the aspect of togetherness and sense of belonging felt by different members within a community. A Community’s cohesion involves the building of better relationships between those people who have differing and contrasting personal characteristics (National Police Improvement Agency, n.d.).

Public confidence in the Police has become a big topic in the United Kingdom. The police who largely rely on the support of the public and their co-operation are continuously attempting to build confidence and relations with the public. The communities contact between an individual, and Police officers is a vital contact that is judged by the individual and shared with fellow members of the community, there is also the fact that a large majority of the public have a social media platform where they can reach a very large audience in no time at all, therefore every contact is important for public confidence. It was found by data from Skogan’s 2005/2006 Metropolitan police public attitudes survey, that personal contact had a mostly negative impact on the public’s confidence. It is shown that negative contacts are less favourable opinions about the police’s effectiveness, fairness, and community engagement. More positive opinions of the Police’s abilities to improve the quality of contact made and the community’s confidence in them (Bradford, Jackson and Stanko, 2009).

Section 6 of the 1998 Crime and Disorder Act outlines an obligation to the local authorities and the police in developing and implementing a strategy towards the tackling of crime and disorder. This strategy must be built following on from a review of the types of crime and patterns of criminal activity in the area as well as anti-social behaviour. Local authorities must prepare and publish the data of that review and obtain the views of local individuals in the area on the report. This can be created by holding public meetings or conducting surveys. Community cohesion should be a priority during these crime reduction strategies and for the crime and disorder reduction partnerships that oversee them (London Government, 2020).

Chief officers’ partnership with crime commissioners to develop neighbourhood policing is essential to ensuring it is as effective as possible and enhance the police’s engagement with communities by consulting with them on decisions made (College of Policing, 2021). Visible presence by the police is important for community confidence. Targeted foot patrol, implemented in combination with engaging with the community and problem-solving for local issues. These elements can all lead to a reduction in crime and antisocial behaviour, reassuring the public and in turn improve their perceptions of the police. Maximising visibility alongside other demands such as: targeting hot spots of crime and antisocial behaviour or low public confidence optimising the time spent in hot spots using social media (College of Policing, 2019).  Effective policing is essential to community cohesion. Police forces will be key partners in the delivery of cohesion locally. Community cohesion is paramount to the work of the police, strategies and operations need to be consistent with their local community cohesion objectives. Local authorities should have the knowledge on how they can work with their policing partners to provide support in this area (London Government, 2020). 

Neighbourhood Policing teams are integral to policing communities and they set priorities on what needs to be addressed and what community issues need to be settled with partners. Engage with members of the communities and identify what local issues are affecting people’s feelings, safety, and quality of life. They work closely with partner agencies and the general public to take action by solving issues and provide essential feedback on what action is being taken and what achievements have been made and in turn improve the publics confidence in policing by dealing with issues that effect the local community (Avon and Somerset Police, n.d.)

The Universities' Police Science Institute (UPSI), which is part of Cardiff University’s Crime and Security Research Institute (CSRI), was established in 2007 in partnership with South Wales Police to develop the research evidence base for the art, craft and science of policing. It incorporates academic rigour with a large focus upon policies and practice. It has become internationally renowned for its innovations in developing new solutions to modern policing issues (UPSI, n.d.) Crime and disorder are what promote insecurity within our communities. In 2007 the Universities' Police Science Institute was created in partnership with South Wales Police to help neighbourhood police teams (NPT) respond more effectively to its community’s needs. The Universities' Police Science Institute’s work has provided evidence in how to effectively engage with its communities so that policing interventions target the issues that influence how people think, feel and act about their safety. Professor Martin Innes led a research team which conducted a programme of face-to-face interviews with key members of communities (Director et al., n.d.).

The professors work led to new insights into the public perceptions and experiences of crime and disorder, and enabled police to become more effective at understanding its roll and how it provides a response to its neighbourhood’s needs. The methodology enables police to identify precisely what problems, in which locations, are having most influence upon its community safety. In 2010 the methodology of this research was introduced by South Wales Police and the Safer Sutton Partnership as essential to their delivery of neighbourhood policing. It has also been adopted by Victoria Police in Australia, The Police Academy of the Netherlands as well as Lancashire Constabulary and ten other UK police forces. The key factors of this research have been the changing of the Home Office’s policies for the policing of antisocial behaviour across England and Wales. Informing the Prevent counter-terrorism strategy for the UK and overseas and the improvement of the outcomes of South Wales Police's Neighbourhood Policing Teams (Director et al., n.d.).
The United Kingdom witnessed first-hand the problem of community alienation from policing and its partnerships was highlighted by the great disturbances of the 1970s along with the Brixton riots in the early 1980s. Community engagement strategies have come a long way since these riots. A lot of work has been done regarding community cohesion as a result of these disturbances and the reports and research that followed. Lack of engagement from communities can contribute to an intelligence void where local authorities and police services are unaware of local issues, high-profile incidents, or critical incidents, and this was evident during the disorder that broke out across the UK in 2011. This void can be filled with negative information about the police, which can affect community confidence and relations. Use of social media by the public means that this can spread in no time. The police need to respond accordingly (College of Policing, 2013).
Risks that can be associated with ineffective engagement are loss of public confidence in the police. Negative impacts on strategic policing, as the police are unable to predict changes in community profile, needs and priorities. The increase of vulnerabilities around threat, risk and harm. Withdrawal of public participation in public problem solving which means less response to the needs of the public and increased requirement of policing resources and an unrealistic public expectation regarding policing services. lack of awareness of changes in the community and tensions not being identified, leading to a negative impact upon tactical policing (College of Policing, 2013).
Trust in police among minority ethnic Britons had dropped sharply in 2021 according to a YouGov poll, which asked minority ethnic Britons about their trust in U.K police force’s. A strong majority said they now no longer had faith in UK police forces. The survey had found a fall from 52 per cent having trust in police in 2020 to 44 per cent in 2021. Since the summer of 2020 and the global resurgence of the Black Lives Matter movement, there has been greater focus on how national institutions, including the police, are addressing racism. The figures are even lower among black respondents, dropping from 42 per cent to 37 per cent. These are substantially lower than among the wider public, 60 per cent of whom trust the police. Abimbola Johnson a barrister that has been appointed by the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) to scrutinise its race action plan, commented that black communities had been “overpoliced and over-criminalised”. If policing can level up and reduce racial disparity in terms of outcomes for black people, it will only improve policing across the board.” Views of unfair treatment by police are more common amongst black respondents, with three in four thinking that the police (75 per cent) and the criminal justice system (72 per cent) treat them less fairly than white people (White, 2021) These individuals would be far less likely to engage with police as they don’t feel they will be treated fairly. 
In conclusion of this essay, the link between community policing and ensuring community cohesion is essential. A community can thrive if this link is successful. Community policing should be a major priority for a police force as the work put into this will ultimately ensure the cohesion of the community is successful. Ultimately the community having a working relationship with community policing leads to a better quality of life for the individuals in that community. Communication between communities and their local authorities and partner agencies to solve issues and feedback essential information for successful problem solving, South Wales Police highlight the importance of community policing in its Police and Crime Plan 2021-2025. To empower communities, work with partner agencies and local authorities must be conducted to deliver an essential service for the people when it is needed most. It is a priority of South Wales Police to reduce crime with early intervention and solve issues within its communities along with partner agencies to ensure the development of happy, healthy, and safe communities (www.south-wales.police.uk, n.d.)
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