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Disseration report
For my dissertation research I travelled to a community call Chinahorma in Zimbabwe, with the Charity LoveZimabwe. While volunteering for this charity I was able to work within the community centre with different people from around the village, work within the local birthing clinic and travel to different homes and villages close by to help them. By being involved in this I was able to meet women of different ages, back grounds, occupations and religions. When I first started thinking about the topic of my dissertation I knew I wanted to do my research in Zimbabwe because I had a great opportunity to do my research there because of my involvement with the charity. However, at first the topic I wanted to look at was something that I have had an increasing interest in throughout my two years of studying anthropology, which was the idea of consumerism and the difference between consumer culture and consumerism in urban and rural areas of Zimbabwe. Unfortunately, it became clear that this was not a realistic topic to attempt at this time because of the unrest in Zimbabwe. There are a large number of riots because of the political unrest and the economic status of the country at the time. This meant that it was not safe to go in to place like the capital to do field work, and any work in the rural areas wouldn’t be rich because of the lack of money and food there. So, instead I focused on something else that I find fascinating and that I find to be increasingly more prevalent in today’s society. I decided to look at the female population of the community and integrate feminist theory, Marxist theory and materialist theory.
The aim of my research in Chinahorma was to collect data on the women living there: looking in particular at their daily lives, troubles, joys in life and to observe and even participate in the activities they do in their daily routine. Though doing this I found that the women were very open and had a lot to say, but in different ways. Some only liked talking and opening up on their own and not as part of a group, whereas many of the women found it easier and more relaxed when talking as a large group, knowing they had each other to help explain the point that they were trying to get across. From the information they provided me I knew I wanted to look at the gender roles within the culture and the marriage traditions, particularly the difference between men and women in a marriage. This lead to me want to look at the idea of ‘blame’, using this as a loose term as the word itself was never used but was insinuated many times. I want to look at how a large proportion of the community want to preserve the traditional gender roles when it comes to marriage, status and responsibility but don’t seem to apply the new economic changes and possible political changes that are happening to the community. This has become more important in recent weeks since I left, with the presidential position being questioned.  
While conducting my research I came across a few limitations and obstacles, one of these being my time management, trying to balance the work of my research as well as the volunteer work of helping the community, building a library and gardens. I found that I had to conduct my interviews in any free time I had or at random opportunities that I didn’t anticipate. This led to a limitation in the data I collected, with one particular interview not recording as I wanted it to; I still was able to have my notes that I made but it just means I will not have a transcript of this information. In addition to this, I did not anticipate how long and at some point tedious this would be, as it is hard to hear what the interviewee is saying at points because of the background noise of the village and so in order to record this I have to re-listen again and again. 
For the structure of my dissertation I am planning on following the list of having the title, content page and acknowledgements at the start. After this I will have a detailed list of all the figures I will be including such as images, maps and copies of newspaper headings. Then I will have my introduction, outlining my dissertation. After this I will have the methodology of how I conducted my research and interviews, followed by the key considerations, literature review, limitations of my research, the findings I came to, discussion of my findings with the key points, and finally my conclusion with referencing at the end.
For this I have all my research and I have read a number of books and article around the subject, however I still need to read a lot more and organise my research in a way that is easy to read and easier for me to link each point in my research to the theory and of the ethnographic examples I have. 
Some of the literature I am using for my dissertation includes: Doing Feminist Research edited by H. Roberts: this looks at the ways in people conduct their field work with women, from interviewing and the language used to write it up. The Shona Peoples by Michael Bourdillon: this is an ethnographic book on the Shona people from the historical back ground to witchcraft and religion. Married life in an African tribe by Isaac Schapera, which explores the life of women in Africa and the marriages and daily lives. Government and politics in Africa by W. Tordoff: this has the history of the Zimbabwe revolution as well as a lot of other information that correlates with the information women presented me. Feminism and materialism: women and modes of production Edited by S Kuhn and AM Wolpe. Christian women’s experiences of domestic violence in Zimbabwe by Excellent Chireshe which outlines a study of 22 women and domestic violence and the methods that the author uses to conduct her research.
I hope to be able to write I clear and insightful dissertation on the women I met in the community. Being able to look at the individual women’s lives and particularly concentrate on the gender roles of this area and how and why they have or have not changed in recent times.  
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