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Jeff Ostrowski
TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

FORT PIERCE — Marian
Cassens remembered when a
trip to the beach required a
boat ride across the Indian
River and when a walk home
from school might be inter-
rupted by hostile cattle.

Cassens, who had lived in
Fort Pierce since 1910, died at
her home Monday. She was 89.

“We always consider her one
of the pioneer residents be-
cause there weren’t many peo-
Ele in Fox} Pierce back t.hen,d

er son, Cassens, sai
Tuesday “She's seen a lot of

Cassens was born Marian
Willis on Feb. 1, 1904, in Atlan-
tic City, N.J. Her father moved
their family to Fort Pierce to
start a citrus packing house
that shipped fruit to New Jer-

She later told her four chil-
dren stories about life in a
still-undeveloped area.

“She talked about going to
the beach and everybody took
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a boat to go to the beach be-
cause there wasn't any bridge
across (the Indian River),”
Jerry Cassens said.

She also remembered when
cattle roamed freely through
the area’s swamps and dirt
roads. Sometimes aggressive

bovines would scare her and
her two sisters during their
walks to and from school,
Jerry Cassens said.

“One of these wild cows
would run them up a tree, and
they’d have to wait for a mo-
torist to come along and scare
the cow off,” he recalled.

As a teenager, Cassens
learned the citrus business by
helping her father run his
packing house.

She married Rudolph “Rudy”
Cassens in 1926, and the couple
owned as much as 120 acres of
citrus groves, Jerry Cassens
said.

Rudy Cassens served two
stints as Fort Pierce police
chief during the '40s and '50s.
Marian Cassens owned The
Children’s Shop of Fort Pierce,
a clothing store, from 1935 to
1958.

The couple had four chil-
dren: Dale, an 11-year member
of the St. Lucie County School
Board and one-term state rep-
resentative who died in 1987;
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