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I have completed Part 1 of my degree.
	Title of Dissertation:
A Contextual Assessment of Changes in Christian Food Practises as Depicted in Acts 15


	Aims and Objectives:
To look into the changes made to traditionally Jewish practises asserted in the Book of Acts, with a specific focus on Acts 15. I intend to catalogue the ways that this has developed into Christian doctrines over time and present observations on the different interpretations that exist thereof. I will also spend a small amount of time comparing differing Christian sects to other Abrahamic religious practises to discuss any socio-economic similarities and differences. 


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
The aim of this dissertation is to ascertain what the exact changes were made when Paul and Barnabas came into dispute with with the people from Antioch in Judea. Verses 19 tell how they wish for it to not be difficult to Gentiles to convert to the new Christian faith, and the want and need to be encouraging in their delivery of the new doctrines that Jesus had spoken about during his life. Verse 29 in particular pertains to the prior law that talked about eating meat that is sacrificed to an idol, and that the Gentiles should make concessions to only the dietary laws and sexual practises for the sake of unity amongst the Gentile and Jewish populace. As such, it is accepted amongst theologians that this is a negotiation to say that people no longer need to strictly follow the laws of the Old Testament (with specificity drawn by said theologians to Leviticus and Deuteronomy), and instead only engage with them socially as they are no longer required for salvation.
This interpretation of Acts 15 has drastic effects on the historicity of Christianity and its doctrines, as this led to the erosion of previously Jewish law to be more lax in allowing adjustments to happen to people newer in the faith, such as the mixing of fibres in clothing and the social concept of cleanliness. There are arguments that this was specifically requested to not occur with any laws to do with food (and sexual practise, but this dissertation will focus on the dietary aspects), and as such Christians should still be in essense following the same laws. Similarly, there are arguments to be made that Paul and Barnabas simply made the request for social integration between the Jewish people and the Gentiles to be smoother with less disagreements, meaning the law is only being requested instead of demanded.

This dissertation will find therefore that there are many ways that this can effect different Christian sects and branches. Nicene Christianity as one major example believes that there are no restrictions on what a Christian may eat in terms of specific animals. This dissertation will prove that this can be linked back to Acts 15. However, other Christian denominations maintain the Old Testament’s laws, such as some Oriential Orthodox churches in Ethiopia and Armenia. There is precedent to suggest that the same passage can be utilised to argue for this position in the same way Nicene could use it to argue against. This dissertation will analyse the potential oxymoronic nature of this chapter.
Overall, this dissertation aims to link this one chapter of Acts with multiple interpretations that pervade all forms of Christianity, as it is the nexus point in which all discussions on Christian dietary laws can be found. It is the premier piece of New Testament prose that is used by later Christians to address a major difference between Judaism and Christianity.
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