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Throughout the recent history of the UK along with the western world; as observed, terrorism in its various forms has proven a deadly and prominent threat to our societies. From the damage inflicted by the IRA to radical jihadism and the opposing right-wing extremism, terrorism has long been a problem for Britain and continues to linger as we move into the future (MI5, no date). As shown through the Global Terrorism Database, there were 3,413 terrorism related deaths in the UK between 1970 and 2019. On a global scale, many associate terrorism with jihadist movements, but the UK saw its deadliest issues decades before with the emergence of the Irish Republican Army with 84% of those deaths occurring in Northern Ireland between 1970 and 1990 (Allen, Burton and Pratt, 2022). 
In 1801 following the failed republican United Irishmen Rebellion, the state of Ireland was annexed into the United Kingdom of Great Britton following the abolishment of the Irish parliament. This move was characterised by prolonged periods of tension and conflict, alongside what can now be admitted as the tyrannical rule of the British government (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2024). The organisation was originally created in 1919, formed with Irish volunteers with the goal of ending British rule. After the formation of the Republic of Ireland in 1921, we next saw the major issues with the emergence of the “Troubles”. After the formation of the Irish sovereign state, Northern Ireland remained a part of the UK. During and leading up to the sixties there was the question of civil rights throughout Northern Ireland with infraction made against the catholic community that supports reunification of Ireland, from the mainly protestant community who identify and British (O’Leary, 2005). As tensions maxed the organisation believed that they wouldn’t be able to achieve their aims through peaceful which led to the troubles, decades of bloody military intervention and gorilla style warfare all on British and Irish soil with approximately 1,800 deaths being attributed to the IRA throughout the troubles. Some notable attacks conducted during this time include the Omagh bombing in 1998 killing 29 and the Birmingham pub bombings killing 21 in 1974 (Imperial War Museum, 2022). The end to the troubles conflict came with the Good Friday Agreement, signed on the 10th of April 1998 allowing the development of the Northern Irish government for shared power, release of prisoners and the withdrawal of British military installations (Daly, 2019). In the years after there was activity from groups using the IRA name; however, the scale of the conflict and the organisation that cause the level of death ultimately became redundant and dissolved with time (Rickard, 2023).
Islamic jihadism has taken various forms over the past decades with organisations such as Al Qaeda and ISIS playing prominent roles in major attacks globally. From the 2005 7/7 bombings as the hands of Al Qaeda killing 52, the 2017 Manchester Arena Bombing and other attacks, these organisations have plotted and acted against civilian populations through both direct actions, and the radicalisation of members of our society through spreading hateful ideology through social media and various other platforms (Byman, 2015). As suggested by data published by the European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Cooperation (2023), this remains the most prominent threat with 270 attacks and arrests on suspicion in relation to Jihadism, compared to the second place with Right Wing Terrorism at just 49.
It came heavily into the attention of the western world following the 9/11 attacks in 2001, where multiple passenger planes were hijacked, and the World Trade Centre towers were struck along with the pentagon. The attack took 2,996 lives, serving as the deadliest terror attack in history (Naval History and Heritage Command, 2023). In the aftermath of this attacked the United States government declared war on the responsible parties, kickstarting the war on terror which saw coalition forces occupy Afghanistan where Al Qaeda, the responsible organisation, were being harboured by the Taliban. Al Qaeda was founded by Bin Laded in the 1980’s hated Muslim countries that they believe have been influenced by western regimes, seeking to replace them with fundamental Islamic regimes. This hatred was amplified through western intervention through the first and second gulf war, with coalition forces destroying Iraq and leaving many in surrounding region with a hatred of America and its allies (Bapat, 2020). Al Qaeda members believe in a radicalised variant of Sunni Islam, seeking jihad or a holy war against western countries and Muslim countries that they believe to be non-Islamic for not aligning with their extreme views. Throughout the 13 years of fighting the Taliban in pursuit of this organisation we lost the lives of 453 British service personnel, along with hundreds more maimed physically and mentally at the hands of the Taliban’s guerrilla tactics. Coalition forces eventually began to withdraw from Afghanistan in 2014, and later completely leaving; however, the result saw the collapse of Afghanistan National government and the victory of the Taliban on regaining control of the region (Congressional Research Service, 2021).
The Islamic State, or ISIS, formed in the early 2000s after the global influence Al Qaeda, gaining traction in 2014 when it seized large swathes of territory in Iraq and Syria. ISIS's ideology, like that of Al Qaeda is rooted in extreme Sunni Islamism, advocating for strict Sharia law and the creation of a caliphate to unite the Muslim communities. The organisation is heavily responsible for online radicalisation; however, unlike Al Qaeda, which primarily focused on the western countries, ISIS also aggressively targeted what it considered a near enemy—Shia Muslims and other Islamic groups that don’t agree with the same principles such as the Taliban who are currently in conflict with ISIS. They are also set apart from Al Qaeda as one of the first terrorist organisation to actively capture and defend territory (Boghani, 2021).
Finally, the use of social media in the radicalisation of western individuals has significantly shaped the landscape of Islamic terrorism in the UK. Exploitation of these platforms allow organisations to spread their ideology, recruit followers, and incite violence all without setting foot in the country itself. They craft compelling narratives that resonate with vulnerable individuals, often using highly edited videos and persuasive messaging. This digital indoctrination has led to several attacks in the UK such as the Manchester Arena bombing, as individuals radicalised online have carried out acts of terrorism inspired by extremist ideologies, demonstrating the potent ability of social media platforms (Downing, Gerwens and Dron, 2022).
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