MA Coursework and Marking Guidelines
School of AHA 
Master, Diploma and Certificate students please see section 6.8 Assessment of Master’s Degrees on page 87 of the AQH 2015/16. The expectations of achievement at Level 7 (Level M) can be seen in the CQFW, Level Descriptors in the Programme of Study Handbooks and in the AQH. 

The pass mark for Level M is 50%, understood as work of a standard which a good British BA finals candidate (upper second class honours or above) could be expected to achieve one year later. As always with such guidelines there is a degree of subjectivity in the academic judgement made regarding a script and overall a mark will be awarded taking into a number of factors and the overall balance or feel of the script. Work for each module will be assessed in accordance with the following grade categories:

	Part One Taught
	
	

	Percentage Range
	Classification
	Meaning

	70% or more
	Distinction
	Work of a very high standard

	60-69%
	Merit
	Work of a good standard

	50-59%
	Pass
	Work of  satisfactory standard

	0-49% or less
	Fail
	Unsatisfactory Work

	Part Two Dissertation
	
	

	Percentage Range
	Classification
	Meaning

	70% or more
	Distinction
	Work of a very high standard

	60- 69%
	Merit
	Work of a good standard

	50-59%
	Pass
	Work of satisfactory standard

	49% or less
	Fail
	Unsatisfactory Work




Distinction (70% or more)
Distinction work displays the following attributes, though not necessarily all of them:
· Comprehensive research
· Substantial originality
· Acute and relevant focus on the task set
· Ability to understand and solve problems
· Cogent and structured argument
· Analytical and critical appreciation
· Subtle and perceptive analysis
· Wide and thorough reading
· Fluent writing and clarity of expression
· Presentation to a high scholarly standard
· An argument which is fully documented, well referenced, cogent and persuasive

The range of 70-100 should be used where the work shows outstanding achievement: ranging from a high degree of comprehensiveness and originality of approach at the lower end of the scale, to quite exceptional achievement at the upper end.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The criterion of originality in the case of an MA dissertation should include originality of conception and research design, which may not apply so much to a ‘set’ question at coursework level.

Merit (60-69 %)
At the upper end this work may show some of the qualities seen in Distinction, but not in a sustained way. 
· Sustained focus on the subject
· Ability to identify and solve problems
· Awareness of the wider philosophical dimensions of the subject
· Convincing analysis of other scholars’ views
· Persuasive and even sophisticated level of argument 
· Broad and relevant range of reading 
· There may be some originality
· Clear and well written style
· Relevant examples and references
· Good presentation

Pass 50-59%
A mark ranging between 50-59% will be awarded for work demonstrating competency in a majority of the above outlined areas, increasing in conscientiousness and consistency of application in these attributes towards the upper end of the scale and may be characterised by the following attributes, though not necessarily all of them:
· Some analysis
· Discernible focus on the task set
· Some attempt at identifying and solving problems
· A reasonable argument
· A range of reading
· Some relevant references and examples
· Satisfactory written style

Fail (less than 50%)
If work is characterised by the following, it will receive a mark of 49% or less:
· Little or no focus on the task set which may be extremely brief
· Lack of ability to identify and solve problems
· Poor or little knowledge and understanding of the subject
· No or hardly any relevant references or examples
· Insufficient or irrelevant reading
· Unclear and poor presentation (sometimes making the answer barely intelligible) 

0	Non-submission or non-attendance (in the case of an exam or essential fieldwork)
