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[bookmark: _GoBack]Just Desserts:  Is Prison Labour Humane Punishment or Neoliberal Exploitation?
[image: C:\Users\Student\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\8A282756.tmp][image: See the source image]A conversation with an ex-offender, sparked my interest in the hidden world of prison labour.  Whilst serving his sentence, he’d worked packaging Christmas Cakes, Puddings and Mince Pies (NOT JUST ANY mincemeat treats.  BUT … the advertised, slightly upmarket, pinnacle of British Yuletide treats). This earned him £10 a week to spend in the prison shop on snacks, tobacco or phone credit to call his wife.   A fair deal for a man repaying his debt to society, according to One3One Solutions – the Ministry of Justice department, tasked with increasing the prison workforce. One3One solutions (2016) presents an optimistic vision of simultaneously  protecting society, creating model citizens and providing businesses with a competitive flexible workforce.   “Justice Working for You” states their Prospectus.  “Our Prisoners want to work and take pride in what they do” and “Prisoners will work full, productive weeks” building their skills and CV’s, gaining teamwork experience and developing self-confidence whilst contributing to the economy, the cost of prison upkeep and victim services.  A pragmatic approach in which the judiciary system works alongside the market economy towards fairness, justice and equality.
[image: See the source image]One3One Solutions offers an account of the existing order, a vision of “good society” and explanation of how change can be brought about – 3 elements which form an ideology (Heywood, 2012).  Ideologies are neither good nor bad but straddle “common sense” ideas and political practice.  When it comes to imprisoning human beings and working them for between £4 -£25 a 40hr week (IWOC, 2019), it’s worth thinking about this ideology from an anthropological perspective, asking who exactly justice is working for.  Foucault (1977), a French philosopher, wrote about Power and “Governmentality” or the way individuals are shaped, creating ideal, obedient citizens.  Foucault describes how visible, physically torturous punishments in pre-industrial times changed to hidden, disciplinary ways of regulating everyday human behaviour.  He disputes modern assumptions this was to do with the “humanizing” effect of the Enlightenment, arguing it was a shift to a more efficient practice of power, aimed at creating obedient, law abiding citizens, which changed the way criminals were treated.  Before the Enlightenment, punishment related to kingly vengeance with the visible spectacle of public torture demonstrating the absolute power of the monarch.  Spectators were horrified by the physical mortification of criminals, their bodily humanity exposed to all.  Foucault argues the move to more measured, hidden disciplinary techniques controlling the body and daily life of a prisoner, disguises the power of the elite, dehumanising the prisoner. Punishment is framed as “welfare”, “rehabilitation” and necessary for the humanization of the abnormal criminal.  Despite modern rhetoric of humane punishment, “justice no longer takes public responsibility for the violence bound up in its practice” (Foucault, 1977, P9).  Behind high walls, prisoners experience physical, emotional and sexual assault, neglect of physical needs and high rates of self-harm and suicide (IWOC,2019).  In the words of Foucault, traces of torture remain within the criminal justice system, disguised as discipline and humanity. 
The UK prison population has grown 82% in 30 years (Akala, 2018, p.21) with over 85,000 prisoners incarcerated (Gov.UK, 2019) in the most privatised prison system in Europe (IWOC, 2019).  Work routines have long been integral to prison life, presented at different times as a deterrent, punitive or rehabilitation (Pandeli, 2015).  Since launching in 2012 One3One Solutions has sold the labour of prisoners as a commodity, to profit making businesses.  “Refusal to participate (or even not working efficiently) is punishable by solitary confinement and loss of 'privileges' such as being able to phone your family or take a shower” says Cavendish (2014), an ex-offender and author of An Insider View.  Prisoners have no contracts, no pensions, no right to sick pay, maternity pay, no trade unions and prisoners who choose education over work, are paid less (IWOC, 2019).  
[image: See the source image]In her ethnographic research, Pandelli (2015) discovered prison labour does not reflect outside work environments or opportunities available to ex-cons.  Her work demonstrates how prison labour shapes disenchanted attitudes to low paid, low skilled or non-existent outside employment and that prisoners identify with neo-liberal entrepreneurship, self-made men like Richard Branson or Alan Sugar and more attractive profit-making criminal activities, offering increased inclusion in consumer society.  Prison labour shapes citizens who conform to neoliberal ideologies, contributing to high reoffending rates.  Justice appears not to be working for the public or for prisoners but is working to maintain neo-liberal social norms and for the companies, buying prison labour, claiming they cannot afford to pay British workers a minimum wage (IWOC, 2019).  The US Industrial Prison Complex is a multi-billion Dollar industry in which more imprisoned black men are currently engaged in forced labour than before slavery was abolished (Price, 2011).  In the UK, black brits are 7 times more likely to be imprisoned than their white counterparts (Akala, 2018, p.21) with the poor, the mentally ill and LGTBQ people also disproportionately represented in prisons.  Interestingly, Foucault claims within Trading Economies, forced labour or slavery diminishes, yet it seems under neo-liberal ideologies, slavery disguised as discipline and justice is on the rise.
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Gobbet – Source Analysis

In this assignment I focus on an excerpt from Angelique Haugerud’s (2013) No Billionaire Left Behind:  Satirical Activists in America.  Haugerud is a political and economic anthropologist at Rutgers University with an interest in globalisation, social movements, democracy, development and cultural politics in both Africa and the US (Rutgers, 2019).  Her book is the culmination of 10 years of ethnographic research with “The Billionaires”, a loose network of satirical activists who “hold up a mirror to dominant ideas” (Haugerud, 2013), questioning the compatibility of extreme wealth inequality and democracy.  Through cultivating cultural appeal, their target audience are cross party, middle to upper middle-class citizens. The Billionaires hope to facilitate conversation, sparking questions about dominant economic and political ideologies, hinting at alternatives (WYNC, 2016).  They taunt the powerful, yet have attracted powerful allies, including billionaires and multi-millionaires (Hauregud, 2013).

In the excerpt, Haugerud refers to neo-liberal economic ideologies, highlighting the disconnect between mainstream US cultural ideals, what the government says and policies it enacts.  Interestingly, whilst Haugerud refers to market fundamentalism, deregulation, generous tax breaks, subsidies for corporations and the shedding of social safety nets, she does not name these as neo-liberal policies.  As a political and economic anthropologist one can be sure, Haugerud is familiar with the term, yet neither in the excerpt, or introduction of her book -amplifying the voices of those resisting neo-liberal policies - does Haugerud name neo-liberalism.  Considering the nature of her work, this is fascinating and concerning.  Neo-liberalism championed by Thatcher and Reagan in the 1980’s is an economic and political ideology, which has been around since the 1930’s, rooted in classical liberalism (BBC, 2018). It is an ideology to which governments and opposition parties ascribe to - a designed and global economic system upheld by the World Bank and the IMF.  Yet it has no widely agreed upon name by which it can be referred (Monbiot, 2017).  Like Voldemort in the Harry Potter series, power rests in that which must not be named.  Monbiot (2017) argues its anonymity is not only an expression of its power but also the source. “People can only resist what they can see, so power is most effective when it is invisible” (Malitz, 2019). 
The excerpt suggests, Haugerud believes the US is a plutocracy.  In the introduction of her book she names this, claiming the “intertwined growth of political and economic inequality” (2013, no page) is a hidden and rarely stated truth of American society.  Liberal ideologies of Freedom and Democracy are the foundations upon which “Western civilization” and American society have been built (Heywood, 2012), yet Graeber (2015) American anarchist and economic anthropologist (now living in the UK) argues America has never been a democracy.  From the excerpt, it is unclear whether Haugerud agrees with Graeber, yet she is sceptical of the way Freedom, Democracy and consumerism is enacted.  She appears to agree with Carrier (1989, pp. 1-3) who argues that under neo-liberalism and market fundamentalism, economic activities have become abstracted or separated from day to day social relations and political contexts -meaning freedom is equated with entrepreneurial spirit, freedom of consumer choice, cronyism and freedom for corporations from government regulation.  “European and American economics are riddled with taboos, which everybody knows but nobody talks about” (Graeber, 2015).  With McCarthyism in US living memory and widespread fear of socialism, simply questioning American notions of freedom, democracy and “ownership society” in the pre Trump era was frequently seen as unamerican and taboo - as demonstrated by some public response to Billionaire activism in the Vimeo video No Billionaire Left Behind.   Graeber (2015) states anthropologists love to study taboos, bringing them into the open and Haugerud seems to be no exception, her affection for the Billionaires and alignment with their cause, apparent in the excerpt, the introduction to her book and in interviews about her work.

The excerpt twice refers to irony, the key strategy used by the Billionaires in their activism, parodying culture and attitudes of the ultra-rich.  Sorenson (2014) a sociologist focusing on social movements, conflict transformation and political activism, claims humour is useful for expressing forbidden or taboo ideas, at the same time as reducing tension.  She describes Incongruity Theory, explaining how humour works – saying for something to be perceived as funny, there must be ambiguity, which forces us to think in more than one dimension at a time.  Humour works to expose that ambiguity and encourages us to think differently.  Hauregud (2013) says that for some, the Billionaires affirm political beliefs and for others they create space for a different way of thinking.   In the introduction to her book, she states in hard times, humour and satire proliferates and as such is widely understood as a weapon of the weak.  In interviews, she situates the Billionaires as being at “not very well off at all” (2016) and coming from the margins of society.  The Billionaires are largely made up of academics and professionals including corporate lawyers, PR experts, writers, actors, musicians and a “tiny fraction of trust fund kids” (Haugerud, 2016).  This seems at odds with Haugerud positioning them at the margins of society.  Yet Graeber (2013) points out, the poor often don’t have the means to rebel and the rich have no reason to, meaning resistance to cultural hegemony comes from those in the middle.  Sorenson (2014, p.65) cites Rose, highlighting that in democracies, political humour tends to focus upon the personalities of politicians and their individual shortcomings whilst in authoritarian regimes, focus is on “exposing the difference between the realities and the visions of the politicians”.  Maybe it is the political opinions of the Billionaire activists - living in an increasingly authoritarian society - that are marginalised, rather than their socio-economic status.

There is a long history of debate as to whether humour described as a “weapon of the weak”, merely reflects political frustration and acts as a pressure valve or if it has the power to affect real change (Sorenson, 2014).  Sorenson believes this is a dichotomous view of power and resistance, and suggests it more helpful to ask what role it can play in facilitating change and what it means to those who practice political satire.  Analysing power, exposing taboos and understanding cultural meanings is classic anthropology, yet anthropology has been “late to the party” (Haugerud, 2013) when it comes to political humour and activism.  Haugerud’s book is the first ethnographic study of satirical activists and indicative of changing notions of anthropology as a reflexive discipline, seeking hope and possibilities of a fairer future, shaped by conversation with and guidance from all the worlds inhabitants (Ingold, 2018).
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