Skills for Medievalists
[bookmark: _GoBack]Medieval Swansea Task 
October 22, 2020
Carter R. Henley


Lady Mary de Briouze
1. She was the third wife of William de Briouze, Sr. She was a wealthy woman on her own accord in addition to her husband’s wealth and standing. 

2. The relationship with William Cragh is unknown. However, Lady Mary attempted to have her husband pardon William several times. 

3. As far as her involvement, Lady Mary sent one of her staff members to ‘measure’ William’s body as it laid in state. “This was a common custom among the laity, which involved measuring the length and breadth of a person's injured part (in this case William's whole body) with string which was then covered in wax to form a votive candle. The candle would then be lit to attract the attention of a saint, who would hopefully intercede on the injured person's account and miraculously cure them.” According to her testimony, she wanted to attract attention from the late Bishop of Hereford, Thomas de Cantilupe. In addition to prayers, after the measurements were taken, William came back to life. Based on her actions both before and after the hangings, Lady Mary perhaps believed that William was innocent and now a martyr. 

4. Lady Mary had the privilege of having both time and money on her hands. Due to her knowledge of the church and her close relationship with it, she was able to have this ritual performed on William.

5. I believe that her testimony should be taken seriously. She admitted to attempting to have William pardoned prior to the execution. She also explained her involvement with the ‘miracle’. While she has enough wealth and power to hide behind, I believe that the simple fact that she had an alternative opinion of William that her husband speaks to her character. However, if she wanted William pardoned because she harbored romantic feelings for him, I do not believe that changes the validity of her testimony. 
