How community policing and community engagement can help to prevent terrorism and support counterterrorism policing.
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This supporting paper will look in depth into disadvantages of community engagement in preventing terrorism and supporting counterterrorism. Firstly, the trust issues that could occur between the communities and law enforcement will be looked in to and the reason why they could arise will be explained. Additionally, the type of communities that could potentially take offence to involvement in counterterrorism will be researched. People being fearful of informing police about any suspicious activities or knowledge will also be analysed as one of the disadvantages. Cultural competence and engagement with communities to get to know them better will also be discussed, as that is a very important aspect of gaining trust. Lastly diversion of resources will be discussed, followed by a conclusion to summarise the main points. 

For the police to function effectively, the public's trust and confidence are essential. In England and Wales, cooperation and obedience are greatly aided by police confidence and trust. If people have good views and expectations about the fairness efficiency, and honesty of the police, they are more inclined to trust them. A lack of trust can make it challenging for police to get vital information from communities. When there is mistrust, people in the community may cooperate less. If people mistrust law enforcement or hide information, it could become difficult for them to determine the level of risk and take the necessary action (Hobbs & Brown, 2023).

Establishing relationships with all sectors requires a thorough awareness of the local community and all main channels of communication.  Over time, an increase in the degree of trust between Blacks and other minorities and Whites was also seen.
The trust of the general public in our police force has been negatively impacted by recent high-profile occurrences that have severely damaged the credibility of British policing (Thiel, 2009). Public confidence in police is lower than 50%. Citizens are less likely to raise concerns about radicalization or extremist activities when they believe that law enforcement is hostile or untrustworthy. Prevention chances to act in time may be lost as a result of this underreporting. Law enforcement operations frequently cause marginalised populations to become reclusive and secluded (Devlin, 2023). 



Communities that could potentially take offense to involvement in counterterrorism efforts may include Muslims. Since Muslims make up the majority of those accused of terrorist activities. According to Muslim activist Humera Khan, "the Prevent policy further demonises the Muslim community, as if we're all responsible for terrorism." 
Muslim community organisations and mosques are frequently engaged on limited terms without the chance to establish the nature of the issue as part of Prevent, a community engagement-based approach to countering extremism. This model of engagement was securitized and limited (O'Toole et al., 2012). 
Many Muslims feel as if they are being treated as a suspect community already, which by community engagement may make them feel victimised and isolated as a result of racism and unfavourable perceptions about Muslims, which makes it challenging for them to trust and work with law enforcement (Choudhury & Fenwick, 2011). 

Counterterrorism powers, including stop and search, are being used in some cases disproportionally and in other cases without justification. The probability of conducting stop and search procedures on individuals of Islam ethnicity are a lot higher compared to individuals of white ethnicity, and the probability of employing force is five times more (HM Government, 2011). Counterterrorism initiatives might raise particular problems for populations that have experienced discrimination or historical grievances. Increased concern and opposition to counterterrorism efforts might arise from community perceptions of law enforcement and political authority that have been shaped by prior instances of racial profiling, police misconduct, or government persecution (Dodd, 2024). 

Community members may fear social exclusion or retaliation for disclosing knowledge about terrorist activity for a variety of reasons. Community members may face social shame and isolation if people in their community find out that they are providing law enforcement with such information. The fear of someone else apart from the police finding out that they had provided that information and not remaining anonymous is a reason to be put back and not report any relevant information (Metropolitan Police, 2024). 


Bad relations between the police and the community have a big influence on public opinion. Unfavourable responses to police interaction are predicted by pre-existing negative perceptions of the police. Since the majority of crime prevention involves the public's voluntary involvement, law enforcement agencies may lack cultural competence or an understanding of the communities they are attempting to serve (College of Policing, 2013). Policing in UK still contains racism, discrimination and bias. Ineffective engagement attempts can result from a lack of consideration for cultural norms, religious traditions, and community dynamics, which can erode trust and collaboration (Dodd, 2022). 


There are many challenges that arise for police forces. The last few years has seen a strain on police resources due to a mix of rising non-crime demands and growing complexity of crimes. In order for a community policing and engagement programme to be successful, a significant amount of funds, staff, and training are needed (Richards & Davies, 2023). According to police budgetary predictions, public safety would be jeopardised by force budget shortages in England and Wales by around £721 million by 2026. As fewer police officers investigate crimes and patrol neighbourhoods, crime rates may increase. Due to opposing objectives and limited funding, police departments can find it difficult to devote all their resources to community focused counterterrorism initiatives (McAnea, 2023). 

In conclusion, building trust and confidence between the police and the public is crucial for effective law enforcement. However, recent high-profile incidents have damaged the credibility of British policing, leading to underreporting of radicalization and extremist activities. Muslim communities, who often bear the brunt of counterterrorism efforts, may feel victimized and isolated, making it challenging for them to trust and cooperate with law enforcement. Additionally, racial profiling and police misconduct contribute to negative perceptions of the police, hindering their engagement with communities. Fear of retaliation and social exclusion, as well as limited resources, further complicate community policing and counterterrorism initiatives. Although, there are both advantages and disadvantages of community policing trying to prevent terrorism and support counterterrorism, law enforcement need to investigate the disadvantage points to make the advantages greater. 
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