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Propaganda 
How much does propaganda truly work?
Propaganda is everywhere. Here in history, to tapestries depicting glorious won battles, artwork putting the fear of God into whoever sees them, to leaders writing rules for people to follows for there “noble” cause. Propaganda is and always will be prevalent in our society no matter what form it takes and this film shows the effects that conditioning has on a person’s delicate psyche. The film is called wolf house or “la casa lobo” in Spanish, to summarize it is about a young woman called Maria, who finds a dilapidated house out in the woods after fleeing a German colony is Chile. Its unsettling stop motion animation adds to its eerie atmosphere and its unique way of storytelling really sells its horror to you. 
            Cults are often described as “social groups which have unusual, And often extreme, religious, or spiritual or phycological beliefs and rituals” (Oxford English dictionary, 1875). They target vulnerable people and take advantage of them, emotionally and physically. The wolf house encapsulates the toxic, unhealthy environment that these places create as well as the headspace it can leave its victims in.
Throughout the film there is a “Wolf” prowling outside the house, whispering to her and waiting for her. This could be interpreted as not only as her negative self-talk but also members from the commune coming to retrieve her and take her back. The main chunk of the film is about Maria finding two pigs in the house, who may very well be the pigs she lets go free at the beginning, They transform into two children that she now has to take care of, you could make a comparison to the three little pigs with the brick house and the big bad  wolf waiting outside(The wolf house and the horror of subtext, Collen Henderson,2023) . The film seems to come across as a grim brother's fairy tale, not just with the three little pigs' comparison but with its strange and bizarre imagery.[image: ]
   Maria starts exhibiting controlling behavior over the children, telling them that the only thing keeping them safe is her, reading them stories about disobedience and the consequence of said disobedience and that they must stay in the house. Though you could say that she is right and there is a real tangible danger outside in the form of the wolf but she is still controlling the children and constricting them, using fear and scare tactics to get them to comply, which is why they eventually turn on her, proving that she is not ready for the responsibility and given the circumstances is completely justified. When you live in a cult, they isolate you from your friends and family to wear you down and make you comply. when you are brought up in a toxic environment You will most likely exhibit the same behavior later in life as your childhood shapes you into who you are in your adult life and potentially continuing the cycle of abuse. Which is exactly what Maria does in trying to keep her children safe because that is all she's known her whole life. 
 The film is heavily inspired by the real-world cult colonia dignidad which “At its peak, had 300 Germans and Chileans living in the 137 Sq km compounds. The cult was predominantly run by a man called Paul Schäfer, an ex nazi soldier who ran the cult from 1961 to 1991 “children were forced to live separately from their parents and dozens were sexually abused by Schäfer” (BBC news,2019) Sexual abuse is often prevalent in cults with it being said for some sort of ritualistic purpose (roundtable magazine, C Faller, 1990) as well as mutilation and violence, another famous case is the “ant hill kids” with their leader, Roch Theriault enacting torture on his followers as punishment and even just on his random whims (paradigm shift, Hafsa Ammar, 2024). 
Cults use social conditioning and physical labor to mentally and physically keep the victim on the leaders' grounds, in the case of colonia dignidad they also had armed dogs circling the grounds and a watch tower looking over the commune, so they were unable to leave.
Some cults will also use media to further manipulate their members, framing the group as harmless or in a good light, like the anime chouetsu sekai made by the “Aum shinriko” Dooms Day cult in Japan, the anime was just about finding enlightenment and the miscellaneous adventures to get there (dangerous minds, will Howard, 2025) though the leader, Shoko Asahara, basically ran his group like a crime ring and used young wealthy people to get money out of them and used religion as a justification for his horrible acts, like gas bombings on the Tokyo subways in 1994 and multiple cases of murder (Global change, peace & security, pg. 39-60, 1998)
The wolf house though is the opposite; it subtly and not so subtly shows the audience the dangers that cults and cult like behavior can do to someone's psyche and the abuse that individuals inflict onto vulnerable people especially on such a large scale such as the colonia dignidad.
There is a small detail in the film, where over the course of the film the two children's hair and eye turn from dark brown to blond hair and blue eyes, Maria says to this that “they changed into something better” which considering its direct referencing of the colonia dignidad and its leaders past ties to the nazi party and the “nazi practices of tortures medicine” (Katharine white, pg 20-38, 2021) the communes beliefs reflect that of the Nazi parties and that can subtly be seen in Maria's mindset in the film. 
               Nazi Germany was also strife with propaganda, posters with the usual patriotic messaging and demonizing imagery of Jewish people. With one infamous film made in 1940 called “jud süss” despite it being” a remarkably good movie for its time and cinematic technique” (warfare history network, Gary kidney, 2016) it is so full of anti semitism that has become one if not the most banned films in cinema.
 A film of the same vain as wolf house is midsommar it is also a cautionary tale in cults and cult behavior and shows how someone could fall into such a thing, the film is purely from the main character, Dani's,  perspective so you truly feel excellent voice over by going through, from her depression and sorrow to her “triumph” over her awful boyfriend, Christian by him burning alive while still conscious. The film frames it as good thing for her, and in fragile mental state she very much thinks it is, like it's female empowerment and finding belonging, in reality you realize that she has been indoctrinated into a cult and you n see that more clearly on a second watch. That's how cults get you; they take advantage of people's need to belong somewhere and give them false promises of community and by the look of the feedback of the film and especially it's ending people easily fall for false narratives if it's framed in a certain way but the director, ari aster thinks that that there should be open discussion and that it all really depends where you are mentally and who you more identify with (consequence, Meagan Navarro, Ari aster, 2019)
[bookmark: _Int_1GXfpruj][bookmark: _Int_E8cQyXOX][bookmark: _Int_EhOtrJWE] Throughout the film it is also insinuated that Maria's mental state is deteriorating by the colors being notably darker and more foreboding, making the senses even more claustrophobic and stifling, with the animation already going up across the grimy walls it really leaves you unsettled by the end. The film uses a mix of stop motion and a unique hybrid of painted animation across the walls of the house. by end of the film Maria is strapped down with her two children looking down on her; the wolf speaks to her and supposedly takes her back to commune. It almost feels this whole film was Maria's punishment, showing her that she couldn't possibly make it out in the real world on her own and that she only really belongs in the commune, which is more times than not the reality of a lot of victims of this kind of abuse. [image: ]
             In conclusion, the wolf house is an amazing film that tells you the dangers of falling for people's manipulations and mental health. Telling an amazing story through a well-crafted visual storytelling and chilling atmosphere with excellent voice over by Amalia Kassia as Maria and Rainer krause as the wolf. 
cult behavior is a very real and dangerous and being able to identify and avoid that behavior is crucial in this day and age, art can be made for both good and bad purposes and it's very important that people don't fall for bad people's manipulations because we can be on the outside looking in and think that we'd never fall for it, but all it takes is for someone with nefarious intentions to find you at your lowest to give you a way out. 
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