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[bookmark: _Toc218876933]Component 1 – Development of Academic Skills (500 words)
(Personal experience must NOT be included in this component)
Evaluating Academic Sources Using the CRAAP Test (250 words)
Choose TWO academic sources related to the use of digital skills in higher education.
Source 1
Author(s) and year: M. Alenezi; S. Wardat; M. Akour (2023)
Where you found the source (e.g. library database, Google Scholar): I found the article through the uwtsd oline library.
Using the CRAAP Test, briefly evaluate:
This article’s currency is in my own words “on top.” It was released in 2023, meaning that only 3 years ago. It is still relevant as it offers ideas of the involvement of digital and technological tools in the future and how adapts to education (Alenezi, Wardat, Akour, 2023).
The article helps the reader have inner discussion, thoughts, ideas, and different perspectives or ways of looking at things. It brings into perspective multiple variables of the digital era and how that would affect the way people learn therefore the way it would and has affected education, with multiple pros and cons as to the learner, the teacher, the institution, the system, and more. 
The authors of this article have high authority to make it. M. Alenezi as to his education in computer science, MS in software engineering, and a PhD in software engineering as well; also, his affiliations as a full professor and AI academy director (ORCID, 2026). M. Akour is a high qualified individual with a bachelor, master, and a PhD all in Software Engineering and much more in his career as a professor (ResearchGate,).  S. Wardat as a certified English teacher (Posthumanism, 2025).
This accuracy of this article is high. There are many references to back up statements, scenarios, ideas and more that is mentioned in the article. There are many references meaning that research has been done and accurately giving credit to the authors. Also, it is fully accurate to question that has been given for research. 
This article’s purpose is to educate, inform and make awareness about of the increasing need of “integrating digital education in higher education.” It gives many points in which the topic is developed to provide accurate and concise information.


Full reference (Harvard style):
Alenezi, M., Wardat, S. Akour, M. (2023) “The Need of Integrating Digital Education in Higher Education: Challenges and Opportunities”, Sustainability, 15(6). Available at: https://www.proquest.com/docview/2791711022?accountid=130472&parentSessionId=Ze6JJ1VKSmr%2BC0agMeF5SqRZ3sFxHbtp%2Fb2BcB7B0KE%3D&pq-origsite=primo&sourcetype=Scholarly%20Journals
BAU. (…) Dr. Saja Mahmud Husein Wardat Available at: https://www.bau.edu.jo/Academic/images/BAUheaderEN.png (Accessed 12 February 2026).
ORCID. (2016 or 2026) Mamdouh Alenezi Available at: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6852-1206 (Accessed 05 February 2026).
ResearchGate. (…) Mohammed Akour Available at: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Mohammed-Akour-2 (Accessed 05 February 2026).

















Source 2
Author(s) and year: Sheharyar (2024)
Where you found the source (e.g. library database, Google Scholar): 
Using the CRAAP Test, briefly evaluate:
This article being published in 2024 makes it very current and is still relevant to this year. It gathers more information and provides more insights on the adaptation of education to the digital era. Being so current helps with a deeper understanding of what the digital era looks like and the impact and ways in which it will be implemented in the future education.
The relevance of the article is high as it provides plenty of information to answer our main question and more. “This article explores the future of learning in higher education and how institutions can adapt to the digital age to deliver a more accessible, personalized, and effective learning experience.” (Sheharyar, 2024). It provides subtopics in which the author explains the traits of digitization into education. The way traditional education is going to is evolving to a more digital type.
Sheharyar Riaz, the author “is an experienced Digital and IT content writer with a strong background in crafting engaging and insightful materials for the technology sector.” (Sheharyar, 2024). Having many years of experiences in the industry allows him to direct himself to others with such authority and it gives the reader certainty in the information that it is consuming. “Sheharyar combines technical knowledge with exceptional communication skills to produce content that is both precise and impactful.” (Sheharyar, 2024).
No references were found in the article meaning that we can doubt of the accuracy of the information that is being provided. Nevertheless, through the author and his background we can rely on it and in the webpage that the article is found. Insights conformed by their team of experts that “constantly upholds their commitment to transparency, and dedication to building long-lasting client relationships” (Insights, 2026)
The article’s purpose is to inform and make awareness of the changes that educational institutions and systems will make and how it will affect the student. 
Full reference (Harvard style):
Insights. (2026) About Us Available at: https://insightss.co/about-us/ (Accessed 16 February 2026)
Sheharyar. (2024) The Future of Learning How Higher Education Can Adapt to the Digital Age Available at: https://insightss.co/blogs/how-higher-education-can-adapt-to-the-digital-age/ (Accessed 16 February 2026).

Synthesis of Academic Sources (150–180 words)
Both the sources share the theme of digital era and the impact that it has, or it will have on all levels of education. They share the various ways in which education is being digitalised, the multiples tools that the digital era has brought to this day and the advantages that comes from it. Also Addresses the positive impact that it is having on students of all levels. The way education is and how is evolving to adapt to the digital era. Opportunities are shared on both sources. The amount of access to information, courses, lectures, books, etc; for the student and the positive impact this having. 
As it has been said before, both the sources agree on multiple themes and subtopics. The free and broad access to information and different resources in Source A is found as: “Using digital education through ICT will allow students from different areas to access and acquire information, knowledge, and content at any time” (Alenezi, Wardat, Akour, 2023); ICT being Information and Communication Technology. Source B says, “Open Educational Resources (OER) provide free or low-cost educational materials, such as textbooks, lecture notes, and multimedia resources” (Sheharyar, 2024). Second, remote and flexible learning: “The virtual classroom is available around the clock. Time availability is another benefit of the online learning style” (Alenezi, Wardat, Akour, 2023). Source B states, “The digital age enables personalized learning experiences that cater to individual student needs and preferences” (Sheharyar, 2024). 
The two sources complement each other on improve teaching: Source A presents it as “the importance of educational development and the evolution of high-tech abilities” (Alenezi, Wardat, Akour, 2023). Source B states, “Blended learning, which combines traditional classroom instructions with online components, offers the best of both worlds” (Sheharyar, 2024). The emphasis on grow, development, and change in modern education.
It is interesting the way these sources allow the reader to comprehend and understand digital learning, the impact it has, changes that need to be made, and overall, the way we look at education needs to change or better say it needs to evolve just as technology does. Source A presents it as: “In order to prepare students for the rapid advancement of technology, there is an urgent need to change how education is taught in schools” (Alenezi, Wardat, Akour, 2023). And Source B, “In a digital age that demands continuous learning and adaptability, higher education institutions must be agile, innovative, and student-centric” (Sheharyar, 2024).





(Write objectively and include in-text citations.)
Identifying a Key Challenge and Opportunity (100–120 words)
Using ONLY the two sources above:
A very key challenge that students face with digital learning is the lack of self-discipline and more amongst young adults. Living a society where there is not much of pressure, students find themselves conformists with the current education system, there are no high standards. This leading to the lack of self-discipline and it’s shown on an online learning system, where most of the work is independent and fully relies on the commitment and discipline of the students. “Others need time and internal motivation to focus on the task at hand. In online courses, it is much simpler to “skip class” or miss an assignment” (Alenezi, Wardat, Akour, 2023). It should not be about motivation but more about discipline.
One opportunity in living and basically growing in the digital era makes the use of digital technology easier for rising generation. They are the future they are growing with innovation, to them it will be easier as they are already familiar with it. “Pupils are already very familiar with digital technology and will assist in its increased use as part of their education” (Alenezi, Wardat, Akour, 2023). Future students will not face the need to change their whole way of education, as the use of digital technology will be almost of second nature to that generation of students.
(Both must be supported by academic evidence.)
Academic Planning for Component 2 (80–100 words)
· Which section(s) of Component 2 will you prioritise first? Why?
My priority for Component 2 is the main body, more focused on students adapting to succeed. I prioritize this section as it a bridge between the challenges and opportunities that leads to an outcome of success. It will be the focus of it. The challenges and opportunities that I will identify are with intent of finding ways for students to adapt to the new digital learning era. 
The academic skill that I will develop further is of making a structure. I will have more freedom to make the report with the structure I feel more confident with. It is with the intent of taking the reader through my thought of process. 
The structure of Component 2 is the following:
Introduction: It will have a brief review of what is going to be in the main body, with a focus on the section of adapting to succeed. 
Main Body: There will be three clear sections of it. Beginning with challenges, then opportunities, all of them to be tide by the adaption to succeed section. 
Conclusion: The part in which the report will be wrapped up. A quick recap of the sections and the takeaway including more of an opinion.
Timeline
	Task
	Date/ Deadline

	Finish research
	27/02/26

	Draft first section
	13/02/26

	Complete first draft
	20/02/26

	Final editing
	27/02/26



Reference List – Component 1
(Harvard style, alphabetical order. Only sources used in Component 1.)
Alenezi, M., Wardat, S. Akour, M. (2023) “The Need of Integrating Digital Education in Higher Education: Challenges and Opportunities”, Sustainability, 15(6). Available at: https://www.proquest.com/docview/2791711022?accountid=130472&parentSessionId=Ze6JJ1VKSmr%2BC0agMeF5SqRZ3sFxHbtp%2Fb2BcB7B0KE%3D&pq-origsite=primo&sourcetype=Scholarly%20Journals
Sheharyar. (2024) The Future of Learning How Higher Education Can Adapt to the Digital Age Available at: https://insightss.co/blogs/how-higher-education-can-adapt-to-the-digital-age/ (Accessed 27 February 2026).

[bookmark: _Toc218876934]Component 2 – Application of Academic Skills (1,000 Word Report)
(Personal experiences must NOT be included in this component)
The following report addresses the challenges and opportunities of digital learning in higher education and ways to succeed in the digital era. Digital learning is the ‘new’ type/method of learning in which the student is more self-reliant and accountable for his learning experiences as digital learning is about personalising the student experience. It is important to understand challenges and opportunities to seek for ways of improvement and learning. 
There are always challenges that come from new eras, and the digital era is not the exception. First key challenge, access to digital devices/tools. “Despite being a generation of “digital natives”, not every child has had the same degree of internet access” (Alenezi, Wardat, Akour, 2023). Most of the time we think that because we live in ‘modern’ society everyone has the same access to digital devices, tools, or internet connection. Education is meant to be for everyone not distinction or that should be the ideal. Although we do not live in a perfect world where everyone has the same opportunities. “Talent is equally distributed, but opportunity is not” (Johnson, 2025). 
Second, practice sessions. “Although e-learning provides actual session-related knowledge and preparations, the learner does not assess their performance or experience after completing the course” (Alenezi, Wardat, Akour, 2023). Students are provided with the knowledge, theory, ideas, discussions, etc, but not with practice. There are no mistakes and grow because the theory is not being applied. Not all humans are like sponges able to absorb knowledge, whether there are also find those who learn through practice and failure.
The digital era also comes with many opportunities. One of many is flexibility, “The virtual classroom is available around the clock. Time availability is another benefit of the online learning style” (Alenezi, Wardat, Akour, 2023). People have their own schedules and agendas whether is family, work, business, etc, online learning gives the opportunity to learn anywhere and at any time. Following your own schedule and at your own pace, obviously there are deadlines and more, but you can shape/fit your learning as it better suits you.
Then we have improving learning and teaching. Different ways of learning and studying more personalized according to needs and preferences. “The focus of education in the future is on digital technologies, which will completely replace current educational approaches” (Alenezi, Wardat, Akour, 2023). Education system is changing so teaching and learning must change. This is well proven in the classroom where some individuals need more time to learn and others to execute, the flexibility of e-learning helps them take tasks one at a time.
Strategies to help students succeed there are many, but here are three: First, collaborative learning, meaning that students can make their learning experiences something collaborative, like teamwork, but the reach of the collaborations goes beyond the classroom. “Technology facilitates collaboration between institutions and enables global learning experiences” (Sheharyar, 2024). The strategy is about connecting with others and have multiples points of view outside of your course/classroom. Essential academic skill is to be able to recognize or verify data, information, etc. It is about using CRAAP. 
Second, using AI in your learning experience not meaning AI doing assignments for you but using it as a tool. Be able to organize information and presents it in a way for you to understand. “Integrating AI in education enhances efficiency, reduces administrative burden, and provides personalized learning experiences” (Sheharyar, 2024). Basically, using AI to have a more personalized learning method ‘made’ or ‘prompted’ by you for you. 
Third, ‘infinite’ storage. This is about having information, data, tutorials, certificates, etc, save in the cloud/drive. Having all important information in a ‘safe place’, no need of paper documents, and copies after copies. “Lifelong learning portfolios enable students to document and showcase their skills, accomplishments, and learning journey over time” (Sheharyar, 2024). One important academic skill to use in here is for plagiarism not using information from one of your past essays or not giving credit to the author.
In conclusion the digital era is a reality now a days. It is not something that is to come is our reality. Systems, institutions, teachers, students, etc need to accept it an evolve with it. There will be challenges and opportunities to learn and grow but there are strategies that can be use in our favour to facilitate this adaption to digital era and be able to succeed. Success might be different according to each individual and their personal situations/scenarios. “. Overall, using all digital technology categories was more frequently associated with improved student learning outcomes and processes” (Alenezi, Wardat, Akour, 2023).









Reference List – Component 2
(Harvard style, alphabetical order. Only sources used in Component 2.)
Alenezi, M., Wardat, S. Akour, M. (2023) “The Need of Integrating Digital Education in Higher Education: Challenges and Opportunities”, Sustainability, 15(6). Available at: https://www.proquest.com/docview/2791711022?accountid=130472&parentSessionId=Ze6JJ1VKSmr%2BC0agMeF5SqRZ3sFxHbtp%2Fb2BcB7B0KE%3D&pq-origsite=primo&sourcetype=Scholarly%20Journals
Johnson, C. Jane (2025) “Pathway to Hope: BYU-Pathway Worldwide in Africa” Available at: https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/jane-clayson-johnson/pathway-to-hope-byu-pathway-worldwide-in-africa/
Sheharyar. (2024) The Future of Learning How Higher Education Can Adapt to the Digital Age Available at: https://insightss.co/blogs/how-higher-education-can-adapt-to-the-digital-age/ (Accessed 27 February 2026).


[bookmark: _Toc218876935]Component 3 – Academic Poster
Copy and paste your academic poster below.
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Reference List – Component 3
(Only sources cited on the poster.)
University of Chester. (2026)  Academic Skills Available at: https://www.chester.ac.uk/student-life/student-support/academic-skills/ (Accessed 27 February 2026).
University of Georgia. (2026) Time Management: 10 Strategies for Better Time Management Available at: https://fieldreport.caes.uga.edu/publications/C1042/time-management-10-strategies-for-better-time-management/ (Accessed 27 February 2027).
University of Louisville. (2003) What is Critical Thinking? Available at: https://louisville.edu/ideastoaction/about/criticalthinking/what#:~:text=The%20ability%20to%20think%20critically%20calls%20for,than%20simply%20the%20ability%20to%20recall%20information. (Accessed 27 February 2026).
Stephanie Trovato. (2026) What is teamwork? Definition, benefits, and how to build it in 2026 Available at: https://monday.com/blog/project-management/what-is-teamwork/ (Accessed 27 February 2026).
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