Valley’s slang words and the meaning behind it
[bookmark: _Int_Sgfp3jZ9]As I live in the heart of the Rhondda Valleys situated in South Wales, we as a community have our own sayings which to anyone else outside of the valleys would make no sense of it and ponder what it was we were actually talking about, but to us valley folk it is part of our everyday life and makes perfect sense. Below I have listed ten valley slang words and an explanation for each one and will try to incorporate them into a sentence for a better understanding.
1. Cwtch: There is a saying in the valleys that “anyone can cuddle, but only the Welsh can Cwtch. To us in the valleys, it means to embrace, to have a cuddle. When my son was little, I would often say, “aww come and give your mam a cwtch”. But Cwtch also has a double meaning to us, as a lot of people in the valleys myself included call under the stairs the “cwtch”.
2. Ych-af-i: The meaning for this word is to show your distaste for something, as in “ohhh Ych-af-i, that dress your wearing does nothing for you at all”.
3. [bookmark: _Int_CvpiKjEH]Mun: I don’t really know why we say this word so much, but we literally say it throughout the day in conversations. Example: When someone asks you to do something and we are busy, our normal reply usually is “I’ll do it in a minute mun”.
This word has no actual meaning but is so much of valley life.
      4.  Arka You: Our way of saying “hey look at you, who do you think you are?”
      5.  Beaut: “Hiya beaut, how are you?”, this is another word where we show affection
[bookmark: _Int_rJzXCvqm][bookmark: _Int_vL1cYnf8]             when greeting people etc.  
[bookmark: _Int_9yltMBkY][bookmark: _Int_uaSu2XAe][bookmark: _Int_FbqxsyIv][bookmark: _Int_SFCDidbz]      6.  Butt: “Hiya butt, how you doing”? is another firm daily valleys word, this one 
            is mostly used by the men when they bump into someone they know.
      7.  Chopsy/Chopsing: To be chopsy is to be a loudmouth, shouting over others in 
            conversation. Chopsing is describing someone who is talking behind someone's 
            back.
      8.  Twp: To call someone Twp is basically saying that they are thick, stupid, a typical 
            sentence would be “your twp mun, you're not right in the head.
      9.  Traaaa: This is valleys talk for saying goodbye. “Traaaa see you next week”
     10. Dwtty: A way of saying something is miniature, small or petite. Example: Look at 
             my son in that pram looks dwtty.
.
As you can see from this small snippet of valleys slang, what makes sense to us in everyday life, would baffle anyone from outside of the Welsh valleys. I have come across it time and time again while visiting different areas of this country where I have had to explain myself as to what I want/ and or what I meant. As the saying goes, you can take the girl out of the Valleys, but you can't take the Valleys out of the girl.
Diolch am ddarllen
