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Title of Dissertation:
An exploration of the Sun and Moon in the mythology of the /Xam of South Africa, by comparing Gideon R. von Wielligh’s original Boesman-Stories Deel I: Mitologie en Legendes [Bushman Stories Part I: Mythology and Legends], (1919) with Wilhelm H.I. Bleek and Lucy C. Lloyd's Specimens of Bushman Folklore, (1911).


	
Aims and Objectives:
The aim of my dissertation is to establish how the /Xam regarded the Sun and the Moon within the context of their cosmology by comparing and contrasting Gideon R. von Wielligh’s original Boesman-Stories Deel I: Mitologie en Legendes [Bushman Stories Part I: Mythology and Legends], (1919) with Wilhelm H.I. Bleek and Lucy C. Lloyd's Specimens of Bushman Folklore, (1911).

Bleek strongly connected the /Xam to the heavenly bodies and even wrote of their ‘worshipping sun, moon and stars’, while Von Wielligh’s Boesman-Stories Deel I is in my estimation permeated with the heavens. Yet, academic discourse on /Xam-cosmology seldom includes the celestial and although, as Michael Wessels explains, the /Xam has an Earth-to-Heaven mode of creation, the lack of celestial consideration is evident.[footnoteRef:1] Leading scholars like Roger Hewitt, for example, deemphasise the San’s awareness of celestial phenomena and David Lewis-Williams in his 2015 book, which views San-Bushman folklore in global context, shows a limited interest.[footnoteRef:2] Despite Lewis-Williams being a South African scholar, he also does not list Von Wielligh in his references and according to his index the only celestial body he pays attention to is the moon.[footnoteRef:3]   [1:  Michael Wessels, “The Discursive Character of the /Xam Texts: A Consideration of the /Xam "Story of the Girl of the Early Race, Who Made Stars", in Folklore, Volume 118, Number 3, December, 2007, p. 309.]  [2:  Roger Hewitt, Structure, Meaning & Ritual in the Narratives of the Southern San, (Johannesburg: Wits University Press, 2001 [1986]), p. 71; J.D. Lewis-Williams, Myth and Meaning San-Bushman Folklore in Global Context, (Claremont: UCT Press, 2015. ]  [3:  Wilhelm H.I. Bleek and Lucy C. Lloyd (compilers), Specimens of Bushman Folklore, (London: George Allen & Company, Ltd, 1911), p. 435; also see pp. 56 – 59; Gideon R. von Wielligh, Boesman-Stories Deel I: Mitologie en Legendes, (Kaapstad: De Nationale Pers, 1919).] 


This neglect of the Von Wielligh archive may be due to the fact that, as Willie Koorts and Auke Slotegraaf indicate, that it is written in Afrikaans.[footnoteRef:4] This has been especially true for academics focussing on the heavens, because as the cultural historian Pieter W. Grobbelaar pointed out to Koorts and Slotegraaf - ‘the southern African ethno-astronomical bibliographies deposited at the SAAO [South African Astronomical Observatory] do not list Von Wielligh’.[footnoteRef:5] A complete English translation of Von Wielligh’s four part work has not appeared on the web or in print since the symposium a decade ago, although Helize van Vuuren intends to release such a translation in 2016.[footnoteRef:6]  [4:  Willie P. Koorts and Auke Slotegraaf, “/Xam Sidereal Narratives and Gideon Retief von Wielligh's 'Boesman Stories’”, (paper presented at the African Astronomical History Symposium, Cape Town, South Africa, 2005); Willie P. Koorts and Auke Slotegraaf, “/Xam Astronomical References in G.R. von Wielligh's ‘Boesman Stories’” in African Sky, Volume 11, 2007, pp. 13 – 15.]  [5:  Koorts and Slotegraaf, “/Xam Sidereal Narratives”; Koorts and Slotegraaf, “/Xam Astronomical References”, pp. 13 – 15.]  [6:  Helize van Vuuren, e-mail to author, November 21, 2015. ] 


However, as I am Afrikaans these restrictions do not apply to me. Van Vuuren stresses that to fully appreciate the /Xam narrative, an intertextual study of the Von Wielligh and the Bleek/Lloyd archives is necessary.[footnoteRef:7] She indicates the two compendiums read together have the potential of compensating where the other falls short affording greater clarity and insight.[footnoteRef:8] This will be an important objective for my dissertation research in order to understand more clearly the /Xam’s cosmology.  [7:  Helize van Vuuren, “Plagiaat? Appropriasie? Kulturele oorplanting? Huldiging? Brandende kwessies rondom orale tradisies:  Eugène Marais en die San opnuut bekyk”, in Journal of Literary Studies, 24 (4), (December 2009), pp. 85 –112.]  [8:  Van Vuuren, “Brandende kwessies, pp. 85 –112; Helize van Vuuren, “Die Mondelinge Tradisie van die /Xam en 'n Herlees van Von Wielligh se Boesman-Stories (Vier Dele, 1919-1921)”, in Tydskrif vir Letterkunde, 1995.] 


Von Wielligh and the Bleek/Lloyd-team collected the /Xam-lore independently, but more or less during the same period from 1867 till 1884, according to Van Vuuren.[footnoteRef:9] Von Wielligh also notes that well into his collection he discovered Bleek’s work and realized there was a ‘groot ooreenkoms’ (strong resemblance) between their narrations.[footnoteRef:10] However, both collections carry their own sets of methodological problems, especially the manner in which the stories were recorded. Van Vuuren explains with an intertextual approach, a variety of ambiguities can be resolved, especially so as the collectors approached their subject differently.[footnoteRef:11] Bleek and Lloyd, for example, worked more scientifically and translated the /Xam stories in a literal fashion, according to Van Vuuren, while Von Wielligh had a freer use of language seemingly intent on preserving overall meaning.[footnoteRef:12] The fluid nature of the /Xam’s oral tradition also produced differing versions of the same story. In addition, these narrations were transplanted into literature by a different cultural group, which, as Carl Leggo also intimates, increases confusion.[footnoteRef:13] This again necessitates the need for Van Vuuren’s intertextuality to discern between mere addition and the remaining essence of the narrative. [9:  Van Vuuren, “Brandende kwessies”, pp. 85 –112.]  [10:  Gideon R. von Wielligh (compiler), Versamelde Boesmanstories 1, Deel I, (Pretoria: Protea Boekhuis, 2009), pp. 143 – 144.]  [11:  Van Vuuren, “Mondelinge Tradisie”.]  [12:  Van Vuuren, “Mondelinge Tradisie”.]  [13:  Carl Leggo, “Who speaks for extinct nations? The Beothuk and narrative voice”, in Literator, Volume 16, Number 1, (1995), p. 37.] 


	
Abstract
[bookmark: _GoBack]The archives of Wilhelm H.I. Bleek and Lucy C. Lloyd as well as Gideon R. von Wielligh relate the stories of the /Xam in South Africa, which includes narratives on the Sun and Moon, the two most predominant bodies in the sky. Based on the /Xam’s heavenly discourse as it was described to him, Bleek thought the heavens to be of such significance to the /Xam that he considered these San people of the Northern Cape to be celestial worshippers. Von Wielligh’s collection, similar to that of Bleek and Lloyd, also tells of a developing cosmology in which the universe was at first magically united by the marriage of earth and sky. Then those on earth created the luminaries, which produced a new cosmic organization with spatial and temporal consequences as the /Xam emerged from what they called the ‘donker dae’ (dark days).[footnoteRef:14] This evolution would also affect how they understood and managed their world. Nevertheless, little academic attention has been paid to the celestial content in these collections, and furthermore Von Wielligh’s work is largely ignored. This dissertation will compare and contrast these two libraries with respect to Sun and Moon to find the common ground they share and to allow the one to clarify the other where uncertainties arise so as to finally produce a richer tapestry of elucidation on how the /Xam viewed the luminaries within their cosmology. [14:  Gideon R. von Wielligh, Versamelde Boesmanstories 1 (Pretoria: Protea Boekhuis, 2009), p. 29.] 



	
Methodology
I will examine narrations of Sun and Moon in the original Boesman-Stories Deel I: Mitologie en Legendes of Gideon R. von Wielligh and Wilhelm H.I. Bleek and Lucy C. Lloyd's Specimens of Bushman Folklore. I will do this by comparing and contrasting equivalent stories with the intent of developing a composite corpus of understanding of how the /Xam regarded the Sun and the Moon within the context of their cosmology. 

I will also use secondary sources of scholars who have considered the /Xam in their work. These will include studies by Michael Wessels, J.D. Lewis-Williams, Andrew Bank, Helize van Vuuren, Pippa Skotnes, Roger Hewitt, Mathias Guenther, Willie Koorts, Auke Slotegraaf, Ansie Hoff, S.S. Dornan, Nigel Penn, Janette Deacon, Craig Foster and Jeremy Hollman. 

In addition, I will take into account the insider-outsider difficulties the study presents which involves colonial history in South Africa. Von Wielligh, an Afrikaans land surveyor and writer; Bleek, a German linguist, and Lloyd, Bleek’s British sister-in-law who assisted him, were all colonists as opposed to the indigenous /Xam. This makes them outsiders to the /Xam-culture, which Alison Griffith describes as someone ‘who does not have an intimate knowledge of the group’ prior to engagement or what Robert Merton defines as ‘nonmembers’ of ‘specified groups and collectivities or occupants of specified social statuses’.[footnoteRef:15] As a colonist descendant in South Africa, my position from an insider/outsider perspective is complex, especially so in a country which has known centuries of racial tension. On the one hand, I am an outsider to the /Xam, while on the other I am arguably an insider to Von Wielligh, Bleek and Lloyd.  [15:  Alison I. Griffith, “Insider / Outsider: Epistemological Privilege and Mothering Work”, in Human Studies, Volume 21, Number 4 (October, 1998), p. 362; Robert K. Merton, “Insiders and Outsiders: A Chapter in the Sociology of Knowledge”, in American Journal of Sociology, July 1972, 78 (1), p. 21.] 


Referring to how Von Wielligh recounts a ‘Boesman-jag’ (the hunting of Bushman) by Boers (Afrikaans speaking farmers), Van Vuuren highlights the ethical problems emanating from the interaction between Boers and the /Xam in colonial history. She asks how one justifies the reconstruction of an indigenous group’s oral tradition in the language of those who exterminated them?[footnoteRef:16] She adds scholars working with San material – ‘especially descendants of those who were suppressors’ - have to continually reflect on the cultural sensitivity of their research.[footnoteRef:17] These considerations will need to be taken into account and yet, South Africa has seen major political transformation, especially in the last twenty years since Van Vuuren made these remarks. The new dispensation in my country has brought about much greater cultural understanding from which I hope to draw on as a researcher of the /Xam-cosmos in the new South Africa.  [16:  Gideon R. von Wielligh, Boesman-Stories, Deel IV: Gemengde Vertellings, Mees van 'n Awontuurlike Aard, (Kaapstad: De Nationale Pers, 1921), pp. 37-50; Van Vuuren, “Mondelinge Tradisie”.]  [17:  Van Vuuren, “Brandende kwessies”, pp. 85 –112.] 
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