[bookmark: _GoBack]Write a critical analysis of one of the following pieces of ancient evidence.

Thucydides, in 5.70-1[footnoteRef:14653], provides in an introspective view of Greek warfare with insights to Greek battle tactics and the role of the soldier. [14653:  Thucydides, The History of the Peloponnesian War
] 

 Thucydides’ works began at the onset of the Peloponnesian war[footnoteRef:7652], in 431 BCE, with him being a contemporary and an active Athenian general during the war until his exile. This would have allowed him to have access to many primary and anecdotal sources, perhaps his position as an Athenian allowed for biases to creep into his recounting and interpretations of Spartan forces. Lisa Irene Hau comments that “his History is not an ideal, objective account of events ‘just as they happened[footnoteRef:3185]” which goes to highlight that perhaps because through modern interpretations of Thucydides’ work as a piece of literature it allows for instances of ‘artistic credit’[footnoteRef:6714]. While questions of Thucydides’ authenticity and biasness are in question, Thucydides himself addresses this, perhaps wary of similar claims during his lifetime or for future scholars looking upon his works; “I have written my work, not as an essay which is to win the applause of the moment, but as a possession for all time.[footnoteRef:11789]” [7652:  Dent, J.M. (1910). Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, 1.1.1. [online] www.perseus.tufts.edu. Available at: http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0200%3Abook%3D5%3Achapter%3D70 [Accessed 2 Mar. 2023].
]  [3185:  Hau, L.I. (2016). Thucydides. In: Moral History from Herodotus to Diodorus Siculus. [online] Edinburgh University Press, p.194. Available at: https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.3366/j.ctt1bh2hwv.10 [Accessed 2 Mar. 2023].

]  [6714:  Kagan, D. (1975). The Speeches in Thucydides and the Mytilene Debate. Yale Classical Studies, pp.24:71-94.
]  [11789:  Dent, J.M. (1910). Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, 1.22.4. [online] www.perseus.tufts.edu. Available at: http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0200%3Abook%3D1%3Achapter%3D22%3Asection%3D4 [Accessed 2 Mar. 2023].
] 

Thucydides began the works on the Peloponnesian Wars with the belief that they were an incredibly important piece of Greek history; “believing that it would be a great war, and more worthy of relation than any that had preceded it.[footnoteRef:23687]” This is encapsulated in his works as Thucydides focuses heavily on the War's chronology, allowing ancient and modern historians to follow the War comprehensively. 5.70 begins to outline the marching armies of Sparta and Greece before they meet at the Battle of Mantinea, section 70 can be used to examine the psyche and tactics of the Greek soldiers, perhaps Thucydides’ own battlefield experience goes lengths to create a cohesive account of the battles, allowing his tenure as a general to touch on aspects of the soldier experience whereas other historians ,such as Diodoros or Herodotus, who did not have military experience could not expand on such ideas. This can be highlighted in the last line of chapter 70: “but is meant to make them advance evenly, stepping in time, without breaking their order, as large armies are apt to do in the moment of engaging.[footnoteRef:24395]” Thucydides not only highlights the importance of a tight and steady formation but also engages with the human aspect of being a soldier; the fear before going into battle, your fate being only left to you and your surrounding companions.  [23687:  ibid, 1.1.1
]  [24395:  ibid, 5.70] 

Furthermore, section 70 touches lightly upon Thucydides’ decision to remove religion as an active aspect in war. Thucydides, perhaps, has a cynical view upon the gods: “Supplications in the temples, divinations, and so forth were found equally futile,[footnoteRef:1179]”in reference to a devastating plague which arrived into Athens in 430 BCE. Lisa Kallet notes that the plague would have commonly been associated with the god Apollo, and that Thucydides makes efforts to not attribute the gods to the plague, citing ideas of the Peloponnesians poisoning the water[footnoteRef:32332]. Kallet highlights Thucydides’ refusal to solely name the gods as the arbiters of their troubles, when perhaps as many of his contemporaries would have done so[footnoteRef:27129]. Therefore, it can be inferred that when presented with ideas of soldiership, Thucydides took a more ‘human’ approach. This was already seen in section 70 with ideas of fear and trepidation when in the face of the enemy and is mentioned earlier with the Spartan flute player, “that has nothing to do with religion,[footnoteRef:27365]” it is shown here that Thucydides’ ideas of religious are mostly removed from his own philosophy. This is distinguished from historians such as Herodotus, who was 24 years older than Thucydides, who cited the Greeks as actively practicing in religious rites and rituals during wartime and actively attributes divine intervention during conflicts[footnoteRef:4485].  [1179:  ibid, 2.47]  [32332:  Kallet, L. (2013). Thucydides, Apollo, the Plague, and the War. American Journal of Philology, [online] 134(3), pp.355–382. doi:https://doi.org/10.1353/ajp.2013.0031.
]  [27129:  ibid]  [27365:  Dent, J.M. (1910). Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, 5.70. [online] www.perseus.tufts.edu. Available at: http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0200%3Abook%3D5%3Achapter%3D70 [Accessed 2 Mar. 2023].
]  [4485:  Mikalson, J.D. (2003). Review of: Herodotus and Religion in the Persian Wars. Bryn Mawr Classical Review, [online] (0807862010). Available at: https://bmcr.brynmawr.edu/2004/2004.07.13/ [Accessed 2 Mar. 2023].
] 

Thucydides in 5.71 shifts the narrative from the armies in preparation for the battle to the battle scene, he also shifts the narrative from the soldiers, as a unit, to the singular King Agis of Sparta. Thucydides knowledge of the battlefield and his experience are further shown in this chapter; “because fear makes each man do his best to shelter his unarmed side with the shield of the man next him on the right, thinking that the closer the shields are locked together the better will he be protected.[footnoteRef:9657]” Again, Thucydides’ experience is thoroughly shown, humanizing the soldiers of Sparta and Athens. This furtherly allows us to think about Greek warfare with Thucydides introducing overarching themes of morale, fear and ideas of the singular soldier, which are not focused upon in other pieces of ancient historical work. This is lent to Thucydides’ generalship and perhaps removal of religious superstitions in war, allowing him a more introspective view on how the singular soldier can affect and is affected by the tides of war. [9657:  Dent, J.M. (1910). Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, 5.71. [online] www.perseus.tufts.edu. Available at: http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0200%3Abook%3D5%3Achapter%3D71 [Accessed 2 Mar. 2023].
] 

[bookmark: _Int_Xbkxg4Rv][bookmark: _Int_hR869Nkx]In conclusion, Thucydides provides a unique account of the Peloponnesian Wars due to him being a contemporary and active general during the war. Unlike other historians, such as his contemporary Herodotus who attributes factors of battles to the gods, Thucydides stays pragmatic and refuses to attribute victories, defeats or tragedies to the gods, perhaps even in the face of his fellow Athenians.
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