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Qz Son of Heaven established a system. Every year, the feudal lords \

recommended talents to the Son of Heaven. The Son of Heaven tested these
talents in the archery palace. He observed whether their appearances and bodies
followed the rituals and whether their rhythm followed the music during the
archery. Those who followed the rituals and music and hit the target many times
were allowed to participate in the sacrifices. Those who not followed the rituals
and music and hit the target few times were not allowed to participate. If
someone was often allowed to participate, his lord received rewards. If someone
was often not allowed to participate, his lord received reprimands. If a lord
received rewards many times, his territory was enlarged. If a lord received
reprimands many times, his territory was reduced.

\ —_Chapter She Yi in Qunshu Zhiyy
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The great archery of the Son of Heaven is called ‘She Hou’
(shooting for the target ) . It means that The emperor let
the feudal lords obey through archery.
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The great archery of the Son of Heaven is called ‘She Hou’
(shooting for the target ) . It means that The emperor let
the feudal lords obey through archery.
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To “#% %3 %> means to receive rewards and praise.
To “I~1F %35 4% means to receive blame and criticism.

—Chapter She Yi in Liji Zhengyi
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The phrase “hitting the target means one may be a feudal lord”’means that the
lord will often receive rewards and favor , so he can keep his position for a long
time. The phrase “missing the shot means one may not be a feudal lord” means
that the lord will often be blamed and criticized, so he cannot keep his position
for long. This does not mean that people are made feudal lords only because
they hit the target in archery , or cannot become lords because they miss.
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“the ruler a practical tool.
2. Fits the’compilers’ principle.

3. Be relevant to the political situation of the
early Tang Dynasty.






2. Fitmnpilers’ principle.
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Cut off the excessive and

exaggerated texts.
Preface to Qunshu Zhiyao
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2. The principle of keeping the
essential.

3.The political situation of the early

Dynasty.
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/Why did they present it in this \
way?

Made the argument clearer and
more direct.
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Thank you for
M, “ Listening!
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