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My inspiration for this project came from reading a fundraising minutes notebook in the Richard Burton Archive at Swansea University. The minutes recorded the fundraising effort that took place in and around the mining villages of the Swansea Valley for the families of the striking coalminers. The fundraisers help was a life line for many families who’s income had diminished or ceased.
Britain was in turmoil at this time. The strike was led by Arthur Scargill of the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) against the National Coal Board (NCB) a government agency. Opposition to the strike was led by the Conservative Government of Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, who called Scargill ‘The Enemy Within’. 
Violent confrontations erupted between flying pickets and Police during the year long strike which ended with a decisive victory for Thatcher’s Conservative Government. From my proposal came the name for the exhibition - ‘The Enemy Within’. Once the group was formed, Chloe Hughes, Dylan Thomas, Melissa Gillespie and myself,  we met and discussed our collaboration. 
 The idea grew from the striking miners to strikes and protests in general, especially women’s protests, which then led to Trump, his tweets and treatment of women. Our group worked well together and we were in contact constantly via messenger with ny fresh ideas and information exchanged. 
The only real problem encountered was finding a site to hold the exhibition. Chloe, Dylan and I spent some time walking around Swansea. We enquired in several places such as Waterstones, Bon Marche, The Potters Wheel and the YMCA but all to no avail. We thought that the bar ‘Lil London’ would allow us to use their space as the girl sounded so enthusiastic, taking my email address saying she’d email me by the end of the week, I’m still waiting. We also thought that the Unity Centre would allow us to utilise a space in their building, they too never replied. The Dylan Thomas Centre was another possibility but were going to charge us a fee so we politely declined.   
I pass the Tapestri Cafe every day on my way to Uni, this is the old Swansea Police Station building. I had seen the two meeting rooms at the front and noticed that they were hardly ever used. Chloe, Melissa and myself had another unsuccessful scout around Swansea and I suggested that we try the Tapestri Cafe. I asked if we could speak to the manager, Mr David Jones, introduced myself, Chloe and Melissa and explained what we were doing. He offered us the two meeting rooms that I passed every day free of charge. He asked me to email him with the dates to confirm which I promptly did and thanked him for his help. Now we had the space we set to work.
After a group tutorial with Siân and Paul Jeff, they gave us the idea of Riot HQ, we spent the day in the library researching and collecting images of protest posters, slogans from the internet. We all agreed to put £10 each towards printing as we were going to cover the largest wall in the meeting rooms with posters. We’d agreed on how we wanted the exhibition to look and Chloe was really keen to have a bank of TV monitors projecting images of propaganda. Chloe collected monitors from charity shops I brought an old TV and a computer monitor from home. We visited the site a week before to plan our set up and check that we were allowed to put our posters on the wall, Mr Jones informed us as long as we used white tack it would be fine. At this time to our group had a new member, Melawin Rai. As a group we all got along well and even with Mel joining at such a late stage, it didn’t change. He was a great help especially with the poster wall as there were so many to put up! He also contributed by projecting President Trumps tweets and adding to the projection film that Chloe and myself had put together. I thought it would be a good idea to make placards and  get the public involved by getting them to paint their own protest slogans and take their picture against the wall of propaganda. 
 Chloe and Melissa had put posters for our exhibition up around the campus and also around Swansea where possible. The posters were designed by Chloe with input from myself and Melissa, she also had the idea for the T-shirts and even printed them herself. The ideas for the Trump mannequin came after a site visit by Siân, Clare Bottomley and Steve Smith, I saw the lectern and thought that we could use it. They also suggested that we utilise as much of the rooms as possible, which I think we did to good effect. Dylan ordered the trump wig and vote trump badge and was meant to bring a mannequin as he works at River Island but unfortunately wasn’t able as they were all being used. So I suggested the torso that was in the base room, used my husband’s shirt, jacket and tie, Dylan used a balloon for his head and printed a picture for his face. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I did the risk assessment, the only risk to the public would be that we were projecting a film that contained flashing images, cursing, nudity and video footage of violence so viewer discretion would be advised, Chloe typed the poster to display at the exhibition. The only stumbling block we came up against was that we had were unable to use the computer monitors as the film clips didn’t work on them. But we managed with TV screens and a laptop and the end result was great. The other problem we had was that we could not get the projector in the dark room to work on the first day. This was really disappointing for us as we had to use the laptop. The second day was much better as I brought a projector from home in and we were able to show the film properly. The other disappointment was that Melissa had emailed the West Glamorgan Archive to ask for information about the old Swansea Police Station as we wanted to incorporate some of the history of the building as it was a site specific exhibition. Unfortunately we didn’t hear back. As I’d done some research myself I printed off the story of The Life of a Swansea Policeman, Inspector George Jones Rees who attended riots in the surrounding Swansea Valley Villages during the 1910-1911 miners strikes. Even with these little hiccups, I enjoyed the process and as a team we worked well together to produce an exhibition which was a success.    


 

    

