Monastic Wales Activity

1. To what order did your chosen monastery? belong, and what do you understand by ‘order’?
 
Cwmhir Abbey (Abaty Cwm Hir) belongs to the Cistercian order of monks[footnoteRef:1]. The different orders of monks were separated, and each were dedicated to what the monastery at the time believed to be the most pressing.  [1:  "Cwhmir Abbey", Monastic Wales, 2020 <https://www.monasticwales.org/browsedb.php?func=showsite&siteID=26> [Accessed 25 October 2020].] 

The Cistercian order advocated a return to austerity similar to life under Saint Benedict. They valued the simplicity in life and focused on manual labour as form of art as worship. This becomes forefront when researching Cistercian architecture[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  Constance H Berman, The Cistercian Evolution (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2000).] 


2. Who founded it?
Cwmhir Abbey was founded by the Welsh Lords of Maelienydd under Cadwallon ap Madog,as ruler[footnoteRef:3].  [3:  "Cwmhir Abbey", Abbey Cwmhir Heritage Trust, 2020 <http://www.abbeycwmhirhistory.org.uk/index.php?id=cwmhir-abbey> [Accessed 25 October 2020].] 

 
3. Are there any indications of why it was founded? 
The abbey was founded as part of an expansion of Cistercian monks “inspired by St Bernard of Clairvaux in the 12th C”[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  "Cwmhir Abbey", Abbey Cwmhir Heritage Trust, 2020 <http://www.abbeycwmhirhistory.org.uk/index.php?id=cwmhir-abbey> [Accessed 25 October 2020].] 

4. What is the significance of its location? 
This location is significant as it marks the expansion of Cistercian monks into mid-west Wales and also the use of their influence by Cadwallon ap Madog.

5. What recorded events in are listed its history, and what is their significance? 
1198-1199: A daughter house was founded and situated on the North of the Clywedog brook. 
1537: The abbey was dissolved with only three monks occupying the abbey at the time. The significance of this is the 400 years that the abbey survived under a single monastic order.
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