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History of The Blues; And Its’ International Impact
The soul moving music that is the Blues is a powerful expression of emotion, rebellion and freedom. The purpose of this essay is to outline and explain the history of the Blues music genre, starting first with its origins in Southern America, then further exploring its changes through the decades and the influence it had on other societies. 
The blues is deeply rooted in American History, originating in the 19th century, its inventors were slaves, ex slaves, descendants of slaves, African Americans who sung songs as they toiled in the cotton and vegetable fields, the life of a slave was notably difficult. Furthermore, “It's generally accepted that the music evolved from African spirituals, African chants, work songs, field hollers, rural fife and drum music, revivalist hymns, and country dance music.” (KOPP, E 2005). During the middle to late 19th century southern America was filled with seminal bluesmen who strongly influence the later developments of the genre, it’s sad to say that most original blues work created by these 19th century musicians will have followed them to their graves. But the repercussion of these works can be heard “…in 1920s and '30s recordings from Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Georgia and other Southern states.” (KOPP, E 2005). 
1920s New York City was infested with a love for blues music, the country blues had finally begun to spread from the rural south to the urban north. Musical releases from Mamie Smith’s Okeh 4169 ‘Crazy Blues’ and ‘It’s Right Here for You’ captured the attention of record labels, noticing an untapped market as “…the black record buying public forming about 10% of the total population. Within a year three major record companies – Okeh, Paramount, and Columbia – started black music sections advertised as “Race Records.” A fourth company named Victor Records emerged later in 1924. (Curtiss, 2015). These ‘race records’ were the beginning of the widening range blues had on the urban north. Some of the first influential blues artists were women, they were the most phenomenal of singers carrying powerful voices. Bessie Davis was one of these women, with her at the time controversial approach to expressing her opinions and sexuality through the music of blues, “...the effects of the recording industry on black music, the intricate relationship of secular and religious music, the enduring ties that bound professional and folk music together, and the importance of humour in leavening the message of blues song.” (Levine and Oakley, 1978). While often considered a simple style of music in comparison to jazz or classical, blues has a wide range and complexity in the variety of the tone and mood, using the twelve-bar chord structure. Early blues (19th century – 1920s) has a closer link to African musical influence, but from 1920 onward blues musicians incorporated more western harmonies, the delta guitar blues, which began to shape the blues music considered typical of today.
Late 1920s to early 1930s saw a shift in blues music, with the stock market crash of 1929 the tone of blues changed from “Happy Days are Here Again to Brother Can You Spare a Dime? as rapidly as one of Gene Krupa’s syncopated percussion beats.” (Levine and Oakley, 1978), Blues artists took a hit, their released records flopped. Later in the 1930s the delta guitar blues had caught the attention of record companies, creating a surge in popularity and as previously mentioned, begins to shape what is typical today of blues.
1940s America saw further diversification of the blues genre, its reach had spread to many cities and locales, with its arrival it took on various regional characteristics (KOPP, E 2005). Hence why nowadays it would be common to hear the terms ‘Chicago blues’ or ‘the Louisiana blues’. With the advancement in technology, work in farms quickly declined leading to a steep decline in available work of southern America. People were forced to move closer to the cities to get jobs, so naturally headed north. For those that went to Chicago, they experienced something ‘unique’, a pioneer of blues at the time Muddy Waters (McKinley Morganfield) took what he loved about blues as it had developed in Chicago, the upbeat beat and inclusion of an electric guitar and pieced it together with a fresh dose of Delta Influence, later to be known appropriately as ‘The Chicago Delta Sound’.
1950s Blues is the beginning of what is known today as the modern form of blues, with majority of societies globally handling the economic and emotional aftermath of World War II (WWII) there were few distractions for the youth of the time. Then came ‘rock and roll’, Fats Domino, the most amiable and pragmatic of the first-generation rock & roll stars, was asked about the music's origins in a Fifties television interview. "Rock & roll is nothing but rhythm & blues," (Palmer, 1990). The term ‘Rock and Roll’ was a new marketing method to sell Blues music, a new lick of paint for an evolving style of music, its coming was “…not merely a musical revolution but a social and generational upheaval of vast and unpredictable scope. Representing a reversal in the business of popular music.” (Palmer, 1990). From this ‘musical revolution’ of the 50s, the 1960s saw rock package blues for global consummation, just not as it was when it first emerged, an evolution of the 12-bar chords. In Britain this took the youths by storm and later saw the emergence of now world known blues musicians and bands such as Eric Clapton, Cream, The Rolling Stones and Steve Winwood. 
Throughout the evolution of Blues its appropriate to note that there were other musical influences, jazz and blues colluded many times and it influenced further than 1950/60s Rock ‘n’ Roll “The influence of blues-derived 1950s rock 'n' roll underpinned all the most inventive British popular music in the period from 1962-1966. It can be heard in the Beatles, Rolling Stones, Who, Animals, Kinks and Small Faces” (ALLEN, 2007).
As discussed Blues has a long and ever evolving history, it’s a shame that in its beginning many musicians work followed them to their graves, but their legacy lives on throughout the decades. A show of strength, talent and rebellion from the discriminated African Americans, and an ever-glowing beacon of their refusal to be stepped on by a racist America. Its evolution saw multiple varieties of Blues develop, even though in truth they all come from the same 12-bar structure, only with individual artistic input does it show characteristics linked to the city it is heard, Mississippi blues, Delta blues, Chicago blues, British blues. It may be hard to compare them today but still with modern music the 12-bar is used, and blues continues to influence. 
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