[bookmark: _GoBack]Diminished responsibility 
Chloe Foulis
According to (Smith, Hogan and Ormerods’s, 2017) diminished responsibility is a limited defence to the charge of murder. Diminished responsibility applies in England and Wales, it replaces the partial defence with a more modern, new version. This will change someone being charged for murder with a life sentence to them being charged with ‘voluntary manslaughter.’ It is also said that people with medical illnesses it shows that it ‘creates a defect of reason that completely undermines their ability to understand the nature or quality of their acts.’ According to (Herring, 2014), diminished responsibility is a defence only to murder. As written in (CPS.gov.uk) the coroners and justice act 2009 replaces the meaning for diminished responsibility in section 2 of the homicide act, 1957. According to (legislation.gov.uk) under the homicide act 1957 it is up to the defence to prove that the person charged is from the truth and does not hold the responsibility to be convicted of murder. According to (legislation.gov.uk) under the s.2 homicide act 1957 someone who kills or someone who may be a part of a party of killing another is not to be convicted of murder if the individual was suffering from an abnormality of mental functioning which may have arisen from a recognized medical condition. According to (Herring, 2014) if the mental abnormality impaired the defendant's ability to do one or more things it provides an explanation for the defendant's omissions in committing murder or being involved in a party of the killing. The individual may also not be convicted of murder if they have substantially impaired ability to do one or more things due to the medical condition. This change was necessary according to (legislation.gov.uk) because the defendant's mental functioning was abnormal it is said to be a significant factor in causing the defendant to carry out that conduct. According to (E-law resources) diminished responsibility is set out by the coroners and justice act 2009 and s.2 of the homicide act 1957 the defendant must be able to illustrate a medical condition which causes abnormal mental functioning which explains the defendant's omissions for being involved in the murder. Whether the defendant is suffering from abnormal mental functioning is the decision for the jury to make after receiving the evidence about the defendant's condition. 
A strength of having diminished responsibility according to (Britannica)is that it provides a defence in the law for different cases which involve mental diseases. This is because if defendants successfully establish their mental condition, they will be charged for manslaughter instead of murder. However, when diminished responsibility occurs in cases according to (law teacher) some people may have the view that it is not fair. People may also have the view that it is not fair that a defendant can use diminished responsibility to lesson what they have been convicted of. It is understandable that people may not find it fair that diminished responsibility lessons the defendant's convictions because people may take advantage of this. As written by (Padfield, 2019) in the case of Tandy (1989) an alcoholic strangled her eleven-year-old daughter after finding out she had been the victim of sexual abuse from the defendant’s boyfriend. As the defendant did not resist the urge to drink alcohol, she was not able to rely on the defence of diminished responsibility. According to (Herring, 2014) diminished responsibility is only raised if the defendant wishes to do so. In cases of diminished responsibility, the prosecution normally accepts the case when there is clear evidence of a mental abnormality. If there is not clear evidence of a mental abnormality any sufficient evidence is presented to the jury, and they are left with the decision on whether there is enough evidence for the defendant to use diminished responsibility to lesson what they have been convicted of. As written by (Herring, 2014) the homicide act 1957 was newly reformed by the coroners and justice act 2009. The old law has been interpreted flexibly to make sure that those who deserved a defence by doctors and lawyers were provided with one. The new definition is a lot tighter, and it will be more difficult for defendants to establish. This is an advantage for the law and diminished responsibility because it is not an easy defence that people can just raise when they have been convicted of murder. The defendant will be charged with manslaughter when there is clear proof that they have a mental abnormality, or the jury reaches the decision that diminished responsibility can be used in the defendant's case.
According to (The Argus) Sue Addis was found dead in her home in January 2021. Pietro Addis was found guilty of murder after stabbing Mrs Addis in her home in Brighton in January 2021. However, Addis, who was seventeen at the time pleaded not guilty to the murder due to having paranoid psychosis. He admitted to the killing of sixty-nine-year-old Mrs Addis but was sentenced for manslaughter of May 2021. During the trial it was found out that Addis was suffering from a delusional belief that his grandmother was going to kill him. During an interview when Addis was in custody it was reported that he had said ‘I thought she was going to kill me.’ It was proved that Addis did not have understanding and did not have the responsibility to understand the nature of his conduct. A doctor said that Pietro's abnormal functioning including his belief that his grandmother was going to kill him impaired his ability to form judgements and it also impaired his self-control. Therefore, Addis has proved that he had mental abnormalities as it is down to the defendant to prove this when they want to raise diminished responsibility. Addis’s doctor also named his condition as paranoid psychosis. 
 According to (WebMD) battered woman’s syndrome is known as a type of posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD). It is the psychological effects of living with a partner who is violent. Battered womans syndrome is not a mental illness but the results of living day in and day out with trauma. However, ptsd is a mental illness which woman who suffer from battered womans syndrome often have. According to Mcpherson R 2019. According to (Mcpherson R 2019), in 2008 Wendy Graham was charged with the murder of her partner Mark Thomson. Graham was then sentenced to life in prison with a punishment of eleven years. In 2013 an application was lodged for an extension of time to appeal against the convictions against Graham. Graham was suffering from mental abnormalities at the time of the murder which required diminished responsibility. However, the application was refused because of the delay of five years which had elapsed since her conviction. This case became subject to review and was rejected by the appeal court grounds. This case shows the qualifications that are needed by experts of diminished responsibility and the role in which battered women's syndrome may have in establishing diminished responsibility in cases where there are mental abnormalities. 
 According to (gov.uk) diminished responsibility is like the defence of provocation, and it was introduced in 1957 with the homicide act. Diminished responsibility is known as a special and partial defence because there are four elements to the defence. All the four elements must be proved for diminished responsibility to be available for the defendant to use in court. The first element is for the defendant to prove that they were suffering from an abnormal mental functioning, an example of this could be intoxication. However, element two is the proof of a recognized medical condition. This condition must prove that it could have impaired the defendants mental functioning in one of three ways. These include the defendant understanding the nature of their conduct and whether they are capable of forming rational judgements. This also includes the defendant's capability to exercise their self-control. The defendant's medical condition must provide an explanation for their conduct; this will determine whether the defendant has enough proof to use the defence of diminished responsibility. According to (Herring 2019) diminished responsibility can change someone being convicted of murder to manslaughter as seen in many different cases. It’s a defence for defendants who were not in a normal mind frame and suffering from mental abnormalities. 
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