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[bookmark: _Toc184462472]Introduction
Steve Jobs, the renowned entrepreneur and the co-founder of Apple Inc. has brought revolution to the tech industries. His innovative visions and thrive for excellence have brought him recognition around the world. A few of his iconic products include the Macintosh, iPod, iPhone and iPad. These gadgets transformed the technologies and marked the beginning of a new era. The innovative designs for these devices have provided amazing experiences to the users. Such innovation in cutting-edge technologies makes him my favorite entrepreneur. His stories inspire me to gain a skillset as him and make the path for my future. This report will cover a brief history of Steve Jobs’s life and provide details of his influences and achievements. His driving force for such innovative works as well as his entrepreneurial skills will be explored in the study. In addition, the report will identify the specific traits that I aspire to develop for my future journey. 
[bookmark: _Toc184462473]Early Life and Path to Entrepreneurship
Steve Jobs was born on February 24, 1955, in San Francisco, California, and was adopted by Paul and Clara Jobs. He exhibited an early interest in electronics, which his parents actively supported. He was raised in Silicon Valley, surrounded by innovation and technology. Jobs visited Homestead High School, where he met his future partner and co-founder of Apple Inc., Steve Wozniak (Press.farm, 2024). After finishing high school, Jobs matriculated to Reed College in Oregon; however, he withdrew after just one semester. Notwithstanding this, he persisted in attending the audit sessions and a calligraphy course, as these piqued his attention. Subsequently, these inspired him to develop beautiful designs for Apple goods. Jobs commenced his career with Atari, a video game enterprise where he honed his technical abilities and inventiveness. At 21, Jobs and Wozniak established 'Apple Computer' in Jobs' home garage (Businessnewsdaily.com, 2024). The initial product of Apple, the 'Apple I,' achieved limited success; nevertheless, it was the 'Apple II' that instigated a revolution in personal computing. The 'Apple II' interface is intuitive, and its design positioned the devices ahead of contemporaneous computers. This established Apple as a leading vendor and a prominent entity in the technology sector. Jobs’s ability to foresee potential and innovative ideas helped him to create the path for a successful entrepreneurship journey. Visionary ideas and attention to detail helped in the process of setting a new era in the field of technology. Explorations in electronics and early experiences shaped the path for entrepreneurship and laid the foundation for his future achievements. His early ventures demonstrated his willingness to take risks and passion for creating innovative products. The talent for recognizing and seizing opportunities adds qualities to his skills and this set the stage for Apple to create a transformation in the tech industry. Such aspects of his career inspire me to adopt leadership as well as entrepreneurship skills and implement those to enhance my career growth. 
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The career of Steve Jobs’ is marked by a series of achievements that transformed the tech industry and left a mark on the world. In 1976, Jobs co-founded the ‘Apple Computer, Inc.’ with Steve Wozniak and Ronald Wayne in the garage used by his family. The creation of ‘Apple II’ brought immense success for them with its innovative designs and user-friendly interface and technologies. Jobs introduced the Macintosh in 1984 which is the first personal computer with a graphical user interface or ‘GUI’ and a mouse. The ‘Apple Macintosh’ is considered as the first operating system to promote its toolkit for use by other developers and this ensures a consistent interface (Correia and Tanaka, 2021). Jobs acquired a small graphics division from ‘Lucasfilm’ in 1986 and he transformed it into ‘Pixar Animation Studios’. The famous animated films such as ‘Toy Story’, ‘Finding Nemo’ and ‘The Incredibles’ are released from this studio under the leadership of Jobs. These films revolutionized the animation industry and earned numerous awards. In 1988, Jobs created iMac which set another milestone for Apple by increasing its brand value and finances. Such a vision of Jobs set ‘Apple’ as a major player in the tech industry and gave a competitive edge to the company. iPod was launched in 2001, a portable music player that changed the way of listening to music. This led to the development of iTunes and the iTunes stores that brought revolution in the music industry. These provided an innovative platform for purchasing and managing digital music. The introduction of the ‘iPhone’ in 2007 redefined the smartphone market by combining a phone, an ‘iPod’, and an internet connection (Pratama and Purnawarman, 2024). The innovative design and functionality of the iPhone set new standards for mobile devices and applications. His other achievements include launching the iPad in 2010 and creating an Apple Store that provides amazing experiences to its customers. Steve Jobs's achievements inspire me to push boundaries in order to create impactful changes. 

[bookmark: _Toc184462475]Entrepreneurial Skills and Driving Forces 
Steve Jobs possessed a unique combination of entrepreneurial skills that helped him to become one of the most influential personalities in the tech industry. One of Jobs' most remarkable skills is his ability to view the future of technology which enables him to identify market needs and gaps even before they appear. Over time, Jobs’s efforts turned ‘Apple Computer’ from a start-up in his family garage to one of the world’s largest companies. His entrepreneurship skills helped Pixar Studios to grow into the leading company for ‘computer-animated’ film (Stier, 2024). His incredible foresight led to the creation of different products like ‘Macintosh’, ‘iPod’, ‘iPhone’ and ‘iPad’. One of the driving forces was his relentless pursuit of innovations as he believed in pushing the boundaries. This helped him to merge technology and art in order to create products that are functional and aesthetically pleasing. His commitment to design excellent and user-friendly products is evident in every product of Apple that has released under his leadership. Jobs faced numerous setbacks and challenges in his career including being expelled from Apple in 1985 (Directors-institute.com, 2023). However, his resilience and determination helped him to transform Pixar into a leading animation studio before returning to Apple. Eventually, Apple led the tech industry under his leadership and left marks in history. His ability to learn from failures is a key factor for his success and such qualities are another inspiration for me. Jobs is known for his demanding leadership style and he had an exceptional ability to inspire and motivate his teams. He built a culture of innovation and encouraged the employees at Apple to strive for excellence. 
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There are plenty of traits and learnings that one can receive from the entrepreneurial journey of Steve Jobs. These lessons inspire the aspiring entrepreneurs and can help them implement the same in their work. One lesson learned is that it is crucial to have a clear vision as this allows him to foresee the potential in the technologies. He focused on visionary thinking as the way of entrepreneurship through transformation products. His journey taught the entrepreneurs to develop a mindset that enables them to think outside the box. Despite numerous challenges, Jobs showed his resilience by founding Pixar and this offered him immense success. An important lesson that I have learned from his journey is that failure is a part of the process and we have to overcome these to shape our future. However, it is important to learn valuable lessons from these failed endeavors as this is crucial for long-term success. Jobs had constantly pushed the boundaries of possibilities which make him a champion for innovations. He showed that creativity and willingness to take risks are crucial for creating groundbreaking products. He taught me that embracing a culture of innovation and fostering creativity can lead to transformative ideas and solutions. It can be said that Steve Jobs is synonymous with innovation and excellence which led his company to the top of the world (Addy et al. 2024). Jobs' obsession with design and user experience set Apple products apart from others. He emphasized details and quality which highlights the importance of excellence in all aspects of business. Entrepreneurs should strive to deliver services and products that can exceed the expectations of customers. Resilience can be built through developing a positive mindset, learning from failures and staying committed to goals despite the challenges. Realistic expectations can be set in the process of building resilience. Innovative solutions can be achieved through curiosity, seeing failure as a learning opportunity and learning continuously. 
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Steve Jobs is a tale of visionary thought, innovation, and transformative leadership in entrepreneurship. He transformed the engagement with technology with his whole journey and his taking charge back at Apple underlined the grit and smart moves Job also logged history with area design, user experience and authentic marketing strategies. His career offers many lessons for entrepreneurs — one of which is a customer-first mentality. Emphasizing these characteristics, we can create meaningful changes in our industries. My journey would certainly be different if I could make sure to take some lessons that I learned from Steve Jobs with me. It will help me to make it milestone and significant impacts in my work- and work-related activities.
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