Social Policy
The media plays a significant role in forming public opinion, which in turn influences the creation of policies and laws. The negative portrayal of young people in the media can lead to discrimination and exclusion from society.    
The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (2008) was concerned about the way the UK may be failing to ensure children's rights to non-discrimination. 

For the first time, the Committee recommended that the State party ensure full protection against discrimination on any grounds, including by: taking urgent measures to address the intolerance and inappropriate characterisation of children, especially adolescents, within the society, including the media (para 25(a))[610]

	England
	Positive for Youth document

	Northern Ireland
	Funding for 14 projects led to positive reports

	Scotland
	Young Scot’s Truth About Youth

	Wales
	Tell it like it is – media toolkit
Campaign See Me/Dyma Fi


HM Government (2014, p.15) responded by stating

Freedom of expression is an important principle in the UK. This makes it difficult and inconsistent for the Government to impose restrictions on how young people are portrayed in the press and broadcast media. Ofcom is the independent, statutory regulator for broadcast media in the UK, and sets out clear guidelines on the protection of under-18s in section one of its Broadcasting Code.

In addition HM Government (2014, pp.14-15) outlined the responses of individual countries in their attempts to tackle the negative portrayal of young people in the media. 


Furthermore, the Welsh Government (2014, p. 16) suggests that youth workers should engage young people in virtual youth work.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Those commissioning and providing youth work provision are encouraged to explore how technology is able to create and sustain effective engagement with young people. Technology-driven opportunities must, however, be explored and developed with young people as part of a balanced and responsive youth work offer.
On an European note the European Commission (2012, p. 241) reports that  
The virtual spaces frequented by young people such as online forums, chats, social networks and blogs, serve the same basic function as the physical ones they replace, by establishing collective interaction around common interests. They thus constitute a great resource for political and social engagement, which the young have been fastest to acknowledge and exploit. In this context, new media can be used in a variety of ways: to become familiar with and exchange ideas on social and political topics; to expose violations of political and social rights that would otherwise go unreported; to initiate and organise protests and demonstrations around shared objectives; and to establish contacts and exchanges with public authorities. It is also important to note that online and offline modes of participation are usually convergent, with one reinforcing the other.   
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