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Terrorism and Public Service Responses




Definitions of Terrorism

‘Terrorism is the intentional generation of massive fear by human beings for the purpose of securing or maintain control over other human beings.’ (Cooper 2001)
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Through comparing and contrasting from different organisations and authors, this essay will analyse different definitions of the word Terrorism, by also discussing their implications into greater detail. This essay will investigate into one Terrorist group with detail into their ideology, methods and form of structure. In addition to this, this essay will contain a grasp on why certain factors could contribute to the desire to join a terrorist group. 
 
Define Terrorism
The word Terrorism is acknowledged all around the world however, there are different definitions of the word due its complex understanding. In the United Kingdom, during the 2000’s there was an Act created to protect and serve as representation of what is defined as Terrorism. Alongside this it shows clarification towards the terms such as Terrorist Organisations, International Terrorism and Extreme Right-Wing Terrorism. The Crown Prosecution Service defines Terrorism as an act of perusing fear towards the public. The CPS say it is the use of the threat that is classed as Terrorism as the act can, ‘influence the Government, or an International Governmental Organisation or to intimidate the public.’ (Terrorism | The Crown Prosecution Service) 
Furthermore, The CPS also comment that when it comes to convicting and prosecuting those involved in a Terrorist attack, the individual being convicted doesn’t have to be the one that carried out the attack, but those who were involved in the intent of causing harm can also be charged. 

Over-seas in the United States of America they have their own definition of what Terrorism means, more so, the FBI. The Federal Bureau of Investigation define Terrorism through two subheadings, the first being International Terrorism and the second being Domestic Terrorism. They have described International Terrorism as, “criminal acts committed by individuals,” who have been inspired by a, “designated foreign terrorist organisation.” (Terrorism | The Federal Bureau of Investigation) 
Of which is similar to how The Crown Prosecution Service in the UK deem International Terrorism as they mention, ‘UK nationals travelling overseas to serve with extremist groups as foreign fighters present a potential threat.’ (Terrorism | The Crown Prosecution Service) 

The second subheading Domestic Terrorism, defines as an individual or a group who carry out an attack from their own, “ideological goals.’ (Terrorism | The Federal Bureau of Investigation)
This could come from an opinion on their political understanding, a religious guidance or any other forms of supremacy. 
The Crown Prosecution Service have labelled this as Extreme Right-Wing Terrorism and similarly their opinion doesn’t differ to the FBI’s. The use of promoting extreme forms of supremacy such as, ‘hate-filled prejudice,’ (Terrorism | The Crown Prosecution Service) fuel extremism and radicalise other individuals into joining in with their motivations. 

A different definition of Terrorism comes from a report by Lord Carlile of Berriew Q.C. Independent Reviewer of Terrorism Legislation. ‘Terrorism is an anxiety-inspiring method of repeated violent action, employed by semi- clandestine individual, group or state actors for idiosyncratic, criminal or political reasons, whereby – in contrast to assassination – the direct targets of violence are not the main targets.’ (Schmid A and Jongman A derived 22 word categories from a study of 109 definitions; Political Terrorism (North-Holland, Amsterdam 1987)
The above definition is different from the previous two as it looks at Terrorism ultimately in a different view. Whereas The Crown Prosecution Service and The Federal Bureau of Investigation deem Terrorism to be the act of committing serious violence, either it being inspired by a foreign organisation or their own ideological ideas, nor one of them deem the idea that the act itself; the violence on the public, isn’t valued as much as the attention the act itself receives. This would make sense with the case of the Manchester Arena bomber. 

Manchester Arena 22nd May 2017, Ariana Grande was holding a concert for 14,000 individuals mainly those of teenagers. A suicide bomber entered into the foyer near the Arena which had many people within, he then detonated his bomb. With doing so he killed himself and twenty-two innocent civilians around him. The act itself was claimed by Islamic State in Iraq and Syria or known to the world as ISIS. 
(The Kerslake Report: An independent review into the preparedness for the Emergency response to, the Manchester Arena attack on 22nd May 2017)
Going back to the previous definition from Schmid, ‘in contrast to assassination – the direct targets of violence are not the main targets.’ (Schmid A and Jongman A derived 22-word categories from a study of 109 definitions; Political Terrorism (North-Holland, Amsterdam 1987)
The Manchester Arena attack itself, killing twenty-two individuals and injuring hundreds more, Schmid provides a different outlook on the definition of a terrorist attack. Schmid has provided a new meaning that during terrorist attacks the main target or goal is perhaps not to prey on vulnerable individuals but the act itself as a desperate attempt to regain ISIS propaganda and fear of them to the world.

It is reports such as, The Kerlake, that reveals how vital it is to understand how each Public Service responds to an attack. The Kerlake Report provided a major example in which each Public Service could look back on and use in the future to train and improve. For example, within the report it mentions that The Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Service, ‘did not arrive at the scene and therefore played no meaningful role in response to the attack for nearly two hours.’ This was due to a fault in communication between the Public Services. (The Kerslake Report: An independent review into the preparedness for the Emergency response to, the Manchester Arena attack on 22nd May 2017 | The Major Areas for Learning no.15)
The Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Service are now able to look into their policies and review their actions to change and become better equipped. Undoubtable, all services after any terrorist attack have a review and look into their actions and what they could do better for next time. For example, introducing framework models such as JESIP which stands for Join, Emergency services, Interoperability, Principles) created to be a useful problem-solving tool. JESIP, aims to achieve the complete package of services, ‘working together, saving lives and reducing harm.’ (JESIP) They are an organisation that provides instruction into multi-agency incidents. 

The Islamic State
Known to have more than one name, this terrorist group originates from Iraq with acknowledgements from 2004. (History.com Editors | 07/06/2019)
The following illustration shows a clear representation of the progression of leaders in the creation of ISIS;
Osama Bin Laden leader of the
 Al Qaeda Network 
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi
A member of the Al Qaeda Network





Abu Musab al-Zarqawi 
Al Qaeda in Iraq
 (The beginning of ISIS)



 Abu Ayyub al-Masri 
ISI = Islamic state of Iraq



 Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi
ISIS = Islamic State of Iraq and Syria




(History.com Editors | 07/06/2019)

When Al Qaeda in Iraq was founded by Abu Musab al-Zarqawi there was trouble on the horizon. In March 2003 the United States and the United Kingdom found themselves fighting a war that would go on for ten years, in Iraq. The war was to, ‘free its people and to defend the world from grave danger.’ (History.com Editors | 24/11/2009)
The objective for those fighting for freedom of Iraq was to locate and arrest a man named Saddam Hussein the former Iraqi dictator, who was at the time wanted on War Crimes against his own people. In December of 2003 the United States Army located Hussein and he was arrested. It would be two years later and Hussein’s actions during, ‘mass killings,’ (History.com Editors | 07/06/2019) would to be told in a Court of Law. After Saddam Hussein’s capture, arrest and Court appearance, Iraq decided to appoint a new type of leadership, a ‘275-member Iraqi National Assembly.’ (History.com Editors | 24/11/2009)

On November 2006 Hussein was found guilty against his war crimes and was sentenced to death by hanging which occurred on December 2006. 
The Islamic State during the 2003 war against the US and UK had one goal and that was remove all, ‘Western occupation.’ (History.com Editors | 07/06/2019)
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi wanted to abolish anything that was deemed westernised and bring back a country that follows, ‘Sunni Islamist Regime.’ (History.com Editors | 07/06/2019)
Zarqawi died during a US airstrike in 2006, however, soon came another leader known as an Egyptian called Abu Ayyub al-Masri who renamed the group ISI which translated too Islamic State of Iraq. Not long after in 2010 Masri dies in a, ‘US-Iraqi operation and Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi,’ (History.com Editors | 07/06/2019) gained power. 
Due to a civilian war breaking out during 2013 ISI against Syrian forces, ISI eventually gained power and renamed the terrorist group to it now most common name ISIS, the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. 
There isn’t a main objective that describes the ideology of ISIS. However, the group wish to spread and implement what is called the Sharia Law. Other objectives known are to cause terror in the Western countries, this could be shown through the several attacks carried out one example being, the Manchester Arena bombing. (History.com Editors | 10/07/2017)
Sharia Law represents a religion that provides guidance and a righteous path for practicing Muslims. This law provides the Muslim community with five goals to practice, one being the protection of sound religious practice, second being sanity, the family, life and personal and communal wealth. (Learning for Justice)
Randy Borum a Director, Psychology of Terrorism Initiative argues that individuals who wish to join a terrorist organisation do so through, ‘gradual exposure and socialisation towards extreme behaviours.’ Borum, R 2004 (page 23) 
Borum believes that there are key psychological factors that must be taken into consideration when understanding why an individual may join a terrorist group. He mentions two words, ‘motive and vulnerability,’ with the concept that the individual must have desired rational grounds, a meaning to join. The other word being vulnerable Borum describes as an individual who would be susceptible to follow orders and become undoubtably loyal. Borum argues a Martha Crenshaw who is a Political Scientist has four categories of which explain, ‘motivations among terrorists.’ Martha Crenshaw (1985) | Borum, R 2004 (age 24) 
These four categories are with, ‘the opportunity for action, the need to belong, the desire for social status and the acquisition of material reward.’ Borum, R 2004 (page 24)
Starting off with category one, the opportunity for action. It could be understood that individuals in society hear and watch the horrors around the world with poverty and war-stricken places. Borum suggests that individuals may feel injustice and use this emotion to seclude themselves to taking their revenge. Borum mentions that Hacker (1976) figured that this feeling of injustice was the main objective to an individual joining a terrorist organisation. The need to belong is important for humans as we prise on other individuals’ thoughts on one’s character, likelihood and opinion. To have a good reputation and a sense of belonging within a community. However, on the other hand if an individual were to become unwanted in a community or be perceived as an individual without stability. They may be pushed out of society with the left over feeling of no belonging or more so no identity. Borum argues that when individuals feel they have faced injustice and no sense of belonging they are vulnerable and are searching for a meaning. ‘Many prospective terrorists find not only a sense of meaning, but also a sense of belonging.’ Borum, R 2004 (page 26)

To conclude, this essay has analytically compared and contrasted the word Terrorism from different authors and organisations. This essay has looked further into the definition with providing an example of an attack corresponding to the definitions with the terrorists’ motives. This essay shows greater detail in understanding the process of what occurred after the example of the attack (Manchester Arena Bombing May 2017), with researching what the review concluded in The Kerslake Report. This report showed great importance of considering service improvements and to commend those who carried out great duty. Furthermore, this essay looked over the basics of the framework model JESIP and its importance towards services. Lastly, this essay concluded on the interpretation of how and why one individual may decide to join a terrorist organisation. 
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