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Evidence-based policing 
Explore and evaluate the use of body worn cameras in evidence-based policing. 

Introduction
[bookmark: _Int_FtPSQd8W]In this assignment, body worn cameras in evidence-based policing will be explored throughout adding the advantages and disadvantages of their use and the purpose of why they get used. Also, incorporating the criminological theories that support its usage. The idea of evidence-based policing is that in order to inform and challenge policing policies, procedures, and choices, the best available evidence must be used. This is known as evidence-based policing (EBP). Anyone who works in law enforcement can employ an EBP strategy. The measurement and analysis of outcomes to determine the effectiveness of different policing strategies and innervations. A commitment to transparency and accountability, including sharing data and results with stakeholders and the public.  

Main Body 
[bookmark: _Int_ZgJdHAhA][bookmark: _Int_tClPSwry]The most well-known application for body worn video cameras is as a piece of law enforcement gear, though they have a variety of purposes and forms. According to College of Policing (2021) officers and equipped with recording equipment called body worn cameras (BWC’s). They have the ability to record audio and video during police interactions with the general public. Different forces and jurisdictions have different policies on the usage and deployment of BWC. This shows that they can hold a good source of information and be useful after dealing with the public. The purpose of why the police use body cameras is emphasised by Metropolitan police (2023) explaining that the video is captured by the camera and stored inside. The video is uploaded to a safe location at the conclusion of the officer's shift so it can be utilised as evidence in court or other legal actions or erased if it is no longer relevant or required. From this source of information, the body camera primarily serves as a neutral witness and therefore can be crucial for the police force when gathering evidence for the police to support when in court as an example. Body video cameras can be more useful than other ways of collecting evidence and information as they help in verifying the facts of the encounter and expedite conclusions, National institute of justice (2018) explain the reasons for this, stating that the cameras could support the facts of the interaction and hasten the resolution, confirmational data. Captured video may potentially be used as proof in arrests or even legal proceedings in many cases such as using them in court proceedings. The rational choice theory is a criminology theory that supports its use. According to Jones (2021), the rational choice theory is based on Clarke and Cornish's work from 1987, which explores the circumstances under which a criminal will choose rationally when and how to commit a crime.
One of the criminological theories which underpin uses of a body worn camera is the deterrence. Crime solutions (2022) state that this has the potential to discourage criminal behaviours. Potential offenders may be deterred from committing a crime or acting uncooperatively if they are aware that an officer is armed with a camera. 
An effective tool that can be used for body worn cameras in evidence – based policing is the Maryland scale Sherman et al. (1997) created the five-point Maryland Scale to evaluate the data from various research in their renowned evaluation of "what works in crime prevention" (Tilley & Laycock, 2017). The evidence they provide the police with is not a randomised controlled trial, the evidence they get from a body worn video camera will be in one of the other levels of the Maryland scale, unless a randomised controlled trial is taken out. On the other hand, there will also be randomised control trials about the effectiveness of body worn video cameras, additionally these might be seen as level 5’s on the Maryland scale providing with what definitely works and what doesn’t work. 
There are many advantages of body worn cameras, one of the main benefits of them is to prevent crime. Victoria Police (2022) state that individuals frequently respond differently when they are aware that their behaviour is being watched and recorded, which according to the Catalogue of Bais (2017) it emphasises that this is known as the Hawthrone affect which occurs when people acted unorthodoxly knowing that their actions are being looked at. The promotion of in use body worn cameras can discourage members of the public from acting violently, abusively, or antisocially. The "observer effect" is a common name for this. This puts a massive positive impact to preventing crime as people may change their rational choice decisions. College of policing (2021) share figured information that comparing individuals who were wearing BWCs to the control groups who were not wearing BWC’s, a significant reduction of 16.6% was discovered. A further advantage on body worn cameras is that they can protect officers in many ways, University of Cambridge (2016) states that police officers and residents are shielded from erroneous charges, allegations of misbehaviour, and abuse credit to the video captured by body cameras increases police’s accountability and openness. Body cameras can also increase public and the community trust in law enforcement by providing greater visibility into their practices and decision– making processes. 
Despite the many advantages that body cameras can offer, there are also some possible drawbacks to take into account. One of these is the cost of the equipment, ProCon (2021) pronounces that many police departments cannot afford or rely on police body cameras. Providing BC to the police department is very expensive because the budget must include both the camera and related equipment. This shows that it can struggle in cost storage, maintenances and data management can also add up over time. This may be an occurring issue in many police departments, from research there is shown to be that BCs can help in many investigations, as Metropolitan Police (2023) includes that it can provide enough proof and evidence in an investigation of an offence or suspected offence. Another unintended consequence that come from BWC’s is that sometimes with the public being reordered it can lead to increase aggression formed by them, as a result this can put police officers at risk. GOV.UK (2022) affirms that however, as they perform this crucial service, abuse is a growing issue despite their primary role being to aid. This proves that some people may feel that their privacy is being violated or that they are being unjustly targeted. 
Some of the ethical limitational when BWC’s are used is the privacy and data protection, Data protection network (2022) states that Data on specific individuals, including audio and video, must only be kept for as long as is necessary before being removed. Individual rights - you must be able to respond suitably to any demands from people for their privacy rights. (Such as the right of access or right to erasure). Following from this, in accordance with data privacy laws, officers are required to let people know when they are being filmed and will do so unless the circumstances make it impossible to do so. GOV.UK (2022) says that any video that is kept on file for disclosure, evidence, or other legal policing objectives is routinely examined in accordance with Management of Police Information. We abide with the Surveillance Camera Code of Practice, and it is not retained for intelligence purposes.
All these different ways of looking at BWVC’s work in this specific context of a crime such as stop and search. Thames Valley police (2023) pronounce that the public can feel more secure knowing that interactions with police are documented thanks to the usage of body-worn video cameras. Both people in front of the camera and those in front of it can benefit from the technology's increased openness. This shows that officers will be able to obtain evidence, show their professionalism in the face of several obstacles, and exhibit their professionalism thanks to the cameras when carrying out a stop and search procedure. Another way how BWC’s work well when proceeding a stop and search is to improve openness during the procedure. DTS solutions (2022) asserts that increasing transparency during arrests, stop-and-search incidents, and other instances where police contact with the public is the goal of these cameras. Linking to this, another crime example topic is domestic violence. University of Leeds (2017) stresses that BWCs were perceived by officers as a source of support, which boosted their confidence in their ability to defend their choices in the aftermath of domestic violence events. As a result, this shows that BWCs frequently assisted them in defusing tense situations and reassuring victims and witnesses. Therefore, using BWC’s can help protect and reassure the victims in the situation. Documenting the scene, this is where the BWC can capture the entire scene which can include victims' physical condition, presence of any weapons, any property damage and the perpetrator's behaviour. Having a BWC can also make the person reconsider their actions to ether to victim or police officer. 
The SARA tool can be very functional when attending crime scenes such as the examples used above of domestic violence or even a stop and search procedure as the SARA model is essentially to scan, analyse, respond and assess the situation. This model is a problem-solving framework that is commonly used in community policing to address crime and other community safety issues. According to Bryant and Bryant (2020) this SARA tool includes a four-step model helping to provide problem – solving. It is useful in combating crime because it offers a systematic method of problem-solving that is based on data-driven analysis and community participation. Linking to this, by using a body worn video camera in a domestic abuse scene or at a stop and search procedure it can make analysing easier when looking back on the videos and writing up about the crime that took place when gathering evidence and collecting data as a response of the outcome. Adding to this, another problem-solving approach tool that can be used as well as the SARA tool is the hot-spot policing model. Metcalfe and Picket, (2018) claims that locations with high crime rates are the focus of hot spot policing based on information received by the police. As a result, there is a higher likelihood that criminals will be apprehended thanks to the deployment of police tools like body-worn cameras. As the recognition of the BWC's prevents the amount of crime, it has shown to be quite effective in guaranteeing that police officers are sent to the hot spots locations to ensure the reduction of crime levels.

Conclusion
In conclusion, body worn cameras are a promising technological tool for evidence – based policing. They can improve officer or public behaviour, promote accountability, increase openness, and ultimately boost public confidence in law enforcement, according to research from College of Policing (2021) showing the advantages that they provide such as having the capacity to videotape and record police encounters with the public. To ensure their proper usage, it is crucial to have clear regulations and procedures for their use as well as to give officers enough ongoing training. Not all police stations around have access to a body worn video camera which is why there may be more crime taken place there compared to other parts of places, this can be an issue as it can make the public who live in places like those who do not have the equipment feel unsafe and feel venerable. Not only this but people may be more encouraged to make rational choices if knowing that they are not being recorded/videoed, which is where they may feel the can-do crime and not get a negative outcome of it. Comparing to places with police officers that to have access to the BWVC’s where there isn't as much crime because the public know that they are being recorded as Victoria Police (2022) states that people frequently behave differently when they are aware that their actions are being observed and recorded and therefore using a BWC can prevent crime from happening. Overall, the use of body worn cameras has the potential to strengthen evidence-based police strategies and the bonds between law enforcement and the communities they serve. They also provide a record of police interactions, which can support hold both members of the public and officers accountable for their actions. Additionally, the Body worn cameras can record footage that can be used as important evidence in investigations and court cases, thereby increasing the possibility of conviction. This is backed up by evidence research stated by Metropolitan Police (2023) emphasising that it can offer sufficient evidence and proof in an investigation into an alleged or actual crime. Moreover, body worn cameras can improve both public and police safety since they can dissuade possible attackers and record film in perilous circumstances that may be used as evidence in the event of an incident. 
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