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Exhibition plan
Reinterpretation and display at Castell Henllys

Produced for Pembrokeshire Coast National Park by C. Price, University of Wales Trinity Saint David.
Background: The main attraction of Castell Henllys is the reconstructed Iron Age village, but this is currently accentuated by a small interpretive display in the visitor centre. The aim of the new exhibition is to relocate this interpretation into a new space, and add to it via a display of artefactual evidence. This in turn will allow the shop and café in the visitor centre to expand in order to generate further income. Entry into this new exhibition will be included in the site entrance fee.
Exhibition Location: ‘Pant Glas’ Castell Henllys Iron Age Village. Formally the entrance, shop and manager’s office of the site, this space has most recently been used as storage and occasionally used as a space for activities. This ground floor space measures approximately 3.81m by 10.49m, and is accessed from outside via double doors, see Figure 2. Work is currently underway to remove stairs extending into the room and install non-slip flooring. 
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Figure 1 Planned exhibition area undergoing renovation
Exhibition Content: The new exhibition will consist of two parts:
· Part One - the revamping and relocation of the existing interpretation
· Part Two – permanent and temporary displays of archaeology from Castell Henllys and the surrounding area.
Existing interpretation will undergo a small rewrite to ensure information is up to date, and will be redesigned to match the current branding of the site. Artefacts from the excavations at Castell Henllys will be displayed in addition to replicas from other Iron Age sites, alongside archaeology from other periods, from within the local area. The curatorial team will be reaching out both within and without the National Park to acquire items on loan to form a number of temporary displays. 
In addition to this, part of the space will be used to host craft activities and provide access to a handling collection of both authentic and replica objects. 
Exhibition layout:
The exhibition will be designed for clockwise travel, with the introductory panels ahead of the visitors as they enter. The video from the current visitor centre will be relocated so that visitors may sit and watch it without hampering the transition of other visitors around the exhibition area. The current touch screen games will be placed as indicated in Figure 2 below. The new displays of items will be located along the back wall and the dividing wall between the exhibition space and the activity space. 
The layout is designed to aid access for as many groups as possible with routes around exhibition no less than 1.5m wide (National Museums of Scotland 2002). 
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Figure 2 Layout plan of exhibition
Interpretation and display content: 
The primary interpretation content will consist of a rewrite and rebrand of the current interpretation (see Figure 3). Topics covered will be introductions to the site and the Iron Age in general, as well as specifics about life such as building, food production, crafts and religion. 
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Figure 3 Example of current interpretation
Permanent displays will consist of archaeological items both from the site and the surrounding area, laid out as indicated on Plan 1. These will be broken down chronologically in order to place Castell Henllys into a wider context. Items specific to the site and period will be displayed thematically, matching where possible the themes that appear on the introductory panels. Included with these site-specific items will be replicas of Iron Age items from other sites, to provide a more generalised explanation of life in the period. All replicas will be indicated as such. Objects will be displayed as a mix of assemblages, and alone as key items (see appendix B).
Interpretation and display delivery:
The majority of interpretation will be delivered through the means of bilingual text panels and labels, with the exception of the touch screens and video that will be relocated from the current visitor centre, with the video having bilingual audio and subtitles. The touch screens will be available in both English and Welsh. 
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Figure 4 Examples of replicas for display
All interpretation text will be designed to adhere to recommended guidelines for accessibility (National Museums of Scotland 2002) and in line with the National Park’s Equality Plan where applicable (PCNPA 2020). A sample interpretation extract has been included in Appendix B. The design of text panels and object labels will be matched to the current styles and branding of Castell Henllys and PCNPA, with some limited adaptations of the colour palette used to improve readability. 
The overall budget for the project is £7500, most of which will cover refurbishment of the space and production of interpretation media, with the majority of artefacts and display mediums already owned by the park. Day to day running costs would come out of Castell Henllys’s annual running budget. Additional costings can be found in Appendix A. 


Appendix A – Budgets and costing
Refurbishment – costs associated with the initial refurbishment of Pant Glas. The expected cost of refurbishment and instillation is £2500. This costing includes materials and labour, with the majority of work being carried out by existing National Park staff. Also included in this figure is allowance for outsourced electrical work. 
Display medium – The production of new interpretation panels is likely to be the largest single cost. Printing will be put out to tender, with a budget of £3500 - £4000 expected. This will include the redesign of the current interpretation and large interpretation boards for the new display. Smaller interpretation, such as object labels, will be made in-house. A number of display cases have already been acquired, and the remaining cases required are being sourced from Oriel y Parc, within the National Park. 
Security – As the building also houses the site offices there is already a security system in place. However, an upgrade is required mainly to install additional cameras, with an estimated cost of £500. 
Operational Costs – Day to day running of the museum will come from the current operational budget. The exhibition will be remotely monitored via camera during quiet times, and a member of staff will be present conducting activities during busy times. Due to this, no extra staffing costs are expected. 
Appendix B – Object Display 
Assemblages – Groups of objects with similar form and/or purpose will be displayed together. The object description will cover the group as a whole and their usage, with limited description of each individual item. 
Example 1 - Assemblage – 
	Descriptive Panel:
Textile Production
People in the Iron Age produced their own fabrics. These could be made of wool, linen, nettle or fibre from lime (linden) trees. Raw fibre would be spun into yarn using a drop spindle, before being woven into cloth on a loom. The warp threads (those which run up and down) were held taught by stone or clay weights and the weaver would pass the weft (side to side) thread through them. These ‘warp-weighted’ looms have a movable bar that allows the weft to be trapped, creating a piece of fabric. You can see a replica of one of these looms in the Chief’s House, and staff will be happy to demonstrate its use. 
Object Labels:
Two spindle whorls made of fired clay (1) and stone (2) 
Stone loom weights (3-5)
Bone weaving comb (replica) used to create a tight, even weave (6)
 

Example 2 – Key Object-
Trade and Currency Bars
Many people in the Iron Age didn’t use coins as money like we do today. Instead they would trade items they had for things they needed. The people of Castell Henllys may have traded items such as wool or fabric to get things they couldn’t produce themselves, such as salt from the coast. 
Not all traded objects were practical. Currency Bars such as the one on display here have been found on several sites across southern and eastern England. They are made of iron and believed to be produced for trade. Small iron bars like this could be used as payment for other items as a form of money. They can also be used to prove the quality of the iron used to make them, as the socket and point shapes are difficult to achieve with poor quality iron.
Replica Currency Bar based on a find from Meon Hill, Warwickshire. 
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