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This encyclopaedia article will look at the House of One Project in Berlin. It seeks to assess the aims of this unique project whilst providing an overview of the public reactions that the project has received from both religious and non-religious communities. It also examines the proposed architectural formation of the House of One and how the project directors envisage the individual faith communities worshipping, living and learning together under one roof. This entry may be best suited to the Encyclopaedia of Religion and Society as the project has both of these elements at its core. An encyclopaedia entry on the House of One Project would also be helpful to anybody who wishes to study how different religious communities converse with each other in the twenty-first century where secular attitudes and interreligious tensions are often made visible in the world media.  
The House of One Project
[image: http://agwelt.de/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/houseofone1.jpg]The House of One project is one of Berlin’s most up and coming architectural developments that has the definition of ecumenism at its very heart. The primary objective of the project is to build and house a Mosque, a Synagogue and a Church in the same building and under the same roof which     will encourage interreligious dialogue and cooperation between the three Abrahamic Faiths. The uniqueness of this project will allow followers of these faiths to be involved in such a cohesive project that, if achieved, has the potential to change the relationship of these major world religions. Since the launch of the project in 2011 to March of 2016, the project had collected €1.026.630 out of its target of €43 million and building is scheduled to begin in late 2017. Figure 1

The Vision for the House of One:
Berlin, a city of historical and cultural value that possesses some of the world’s most famous landmarks such as the Brandenburg Gate, the Berlin Wall and the Reichstag, is on the threshold of becoming the birthplace of a new and individual architectural and theological icon. As the brainchild of the congregation of the Protestant parish of Berlin, the House of One project has taken great strides in establishing a partnership between the three Abrahamic faiths. Berlin possesses a rich diverse culture of different religions and lifestyles making it the ideal place to establish a project like the House of One. This project brings with it great prospects but contains major elements of complexity. 
The basic vision for the House of One Project is to create an atmosphere where three religions can grow and work together to become an example of how people with differing cultures can exist in harmony rather than division or conflict. This concept has three flagship leaders, one from each of the religious communities. 
The Leaders:
Gregor Hohberg is the Pastor of the protestant parish of St. Petri and St. Marien (St. Peter and St. Mary) in central Berlin. The parish originally comprised of two churches until the church dedicated to St Peter was demolished in the early 1960s and it is on the sight of the former church where the House of One is to be constructed. (See the History Section of this entry for further information.) Pastor Hohberg is optimistic that the House of One ‘will be home to equality, peace, and reconciliation’ (House of One 2011).
Rabbi Tovia Ben-Chorin is the representative for the Jewish Community of Berlin on the House of One project committee. ‘Tovia Ben-Chorin preaches in the Synagogue on Pestalozzistrasse in Berlin and represents the liberal direction of Judaism’ (Sieben Meister n.d) As a Berlin Jew, he has become passionate about establishing relationships and fellowship opportunities between people of different cultures and faiths in the light of Berlin’s centrality in the Holocaust of the Second World War. He hopes that the House of One project will come to fruition as his father was a keen advocator of promoting ‘Christian-Jewish dialogue, the overcoming of Christian anti-Semitism and the possibility of a theology after Auschwitz.’ (Sieben Meister n.d)
Imam Kadir Sanci is the religious leader who represents the Muslim community of Berlin. Looking at the demographics of Berlin’s population, ‘according to a national census conducted in 2011, 1.9% of Germany’s population (around 1.5m people) declared themselves as Muslim’ (Dr. Abdul Alim 2014). For all the Muslim presence in Berlin only began to grow from the 1960s onwards, Muslims provide a considerate contribution to the multicultural identity of Berlin. Imam Sanci supports the project because he feels it will provide a base for those people who follow the Islamic faith and provide them with ‘a publicly tangible place to call home and a place where we are taken seriously – in the way we interpret and observe our religion, and in the way it can be part of a fruitful exchange with the city and other religions.’ (House of One 2011).
[image: http://i.huffpost.com/gadgets/slideshows/353424/slide_353424_3842751_free.jpg]The Ethos
These three advocates for the House of One project all express an awareness of the difficulties that a venture of this magnitude brings with it, hence the project takes as its foundation four guiding principles which ensure that no preference is shown to any of the religious communities.
									Figure 2
These four principles are laid out in the House of One’s ‘Charter for a Coexistence of Christianity, Judaism and Islam’ through which the religious leaders and the wider planning committee are governed to approach the development of the project with fairness whilst remaining committed to a culture of:
· Nonviolence and respect for all life 		•   Solidarity
· Respect and of life lived with integrity	•   Equality 
(House of One 2011).
By the establishment and governance of this charter, the project was provided with an unbiased platform upon which the architectural and practical logistics of the project could be considered. Yet in addition to these vital aspects of the project’s formation, the history of the land upon which the House of One will be built is of great significance to the project and to the heritage of Berlin. 
The Historical Element of the House of One:
The historical context of the area that will surround the House of One is key to its architectural structure and central message. As aforementioned, the placement of the building itself is of key importance as the building will be built upon the foundations of the old Petrikirche, a church that had played its own part in the history of Berlin. Archaeological excavations brought forward evidence that the Petriplatz (St. Peters Square) has been home to more than one religious settlement dating back to the mid stages of the middle ages. 
The earliest of these settlements can trace its historical roots back to when Berlin was twinned with the county of Cölln where, as suggested by the archaeologists, there was an original church building that dates to approximately 1200 CE. Archaeological findings also suggest that there is evidence of a second religious building that was constructed in the early thirteenth century. This church would have been built in the Gothic style of the period and its existence is supported by evidence on maps of Berlin-Cölln until 1730 CE when the church was badly [image: ]damaged by a fire. A third structure of the Baroque style, built in 1731 CE, suffered the same fate and was demolished in 1809 CE. (House of One 2011).
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Later that century, the construction of a new church began in 1847 CE. This church, dedicated to St. Peter the Apostle and Martyr, served as the sister church to the Church of St Mary which is still a functioning parish church in the heart of Berlin. St. Peters became of particular significance when the spire of the church was used, under instructions from Adolf Hitler, by the Nazi Party as a look out post for enemy air attacks. As the conflict came to its close and the church became useless to the Nazi soldiers, they launched an arson attack on the spire which spread into the main body of the church making it unfit for use. With only the basic shell remaining a decision was made to demolish the church in 1964 CE. (House of One 2011).
The archaeological remains of these former ecclesiastical constructions have been given a prominent place within the architecture of the House of One. Not only will they form the foundations of the building, they will be on view to visitors and this will be an attraction to anyone who is interested in Berlinese history or in Archaeology. To sustain the academic overtone of the project, there will be a library where visitors can learn about and research the Abrahamic faiths.
Architectural Design:
When the specifications for the architectural design of the House of One were discussed, a strict coherence to the projects ethos had to be adhered to. Practical challenges would have to be considered when the single construction was going to be built to house three very diverse faith traditions. In order to generate a proposed outlay and design for the House of One, the project launched an architectural competition in 2012. The project welcomed entries from across the world. The specifications stated that there was to be a designated sacred space for each of the three religions suitable to their religious practices and rubrics and there was to be a communal space for interreligious fellowship that was free of any religious imagery or connotations. This will be an area where people of both religious and secular views can feel able to talk and learn about religion and each other. This space would also be used for seminars and discussions giving the House of One an academic dimension in parallel to its theological significance. 
The brief given to the architects was very specific in order for the competition entries to retain the element of equality and respect that had been part of the planning stages of the project from its very conception. As the structure is to take the archaeological remains of the old Petrikirche as its foundations, the building had to be respectful of the history of its surroundings yet possess an element of modernity to allow it to assimilate itself with Berlins more contemporary buildings such as the New Central Library and the British Embassy. 
The firm that won the competition was Kuehn Melvezzi, a Berlinese firm. The architect responsible for the design is Wilfried Kuehn and, like the three religious leaders, he is passionate about creating something that will be unique to Berlin and add to its rich culture of diversity. Below, figure one shows the proposed exterior of the House of One and figure two shows the floor plan:
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Wilfried Kuehn speaking on his architectural design for the House of One says that: 
Each of the three areas in the House will be the same size, but of a different shape…Each of the singular spaces is designed according to the religious needs, the particularities of each faith. There are for instance two levels in the mosque and the synagogue but there's only one level in the church. There will be an organ in the church. There are places to wash feet in the mosque. 
					(Kuehn 2014)

In the design put forward by Kuehn, there is an achievement all of the requirements that the project coordinators were keen to incorporate. The House of One will function with fairness as all the religious spaces will be the same size and the individual faiths will be able to practise with integrity without identifying problems that would jeopardise the sacramentality of their theological or worship traditions. Owing to the religious tensions that have been prevalent between the Abrahamic religions, and the presence of religious radicals in the world, the preservation of spiritual and theological integrity will help to reduce the risk of possible factions appearing within in the community of the House of One. 
Theological and Practical Difficulties and Questions: 
However, the ingenuity of the architectural design and the support of the religious leaders is not enough to make this project come to fruition. Important factors such as how the funds are raised for the building and running of the House of One and the possibility that some individuals may not approve of the projects’ objectives have to be considered. For all the project has been viewed with great optimism, there are obviously some who have concerns. 
The biggest source of criticism of the project may come from followers of the different faith traditions. In the press reports on the project, initial concerns were raised over whether the diversity of the different religious practises and doctrines would hinder the establishment of the cohesive unified relationship between the traditions that the leaders of the House of One desired. 
The House charter forbids using violence to settle differences and requires the three congregations to refrain from using the project as a way to convert followers from the other faiths. That could pose the biggest problem for the Christians, who are called to make disciples of all nations, not treat all faiths as equal. The theological question is how the religions can maintain their claim of truth without disparaging the other religions
					           	(Ryan Hill, 2014)

The concern here is about theology and not practise yet there is a keen apprehension to avoid endangering the theological teachings of each faith tradition and this could prove to be a major stumbling block in the future of the House of One. The above quote highlights the difficulties that the three faiths will face when they come to express what their faith instructs them to do. By not being allowed to use the project as a way to convert others, Christians and Muslims will come across difficulties in following what their scriptures ask of them. 
Other questions could be raised in regard to the sacramentality of each religious space. For example, will the designated space for the Church be flexible to enable both Protestant and Roman Catholics to use it with their vast divergence on religious practises? For the Jews, will Men and Women be able to be separated to allow both Orthodox and Reformed Jews to use the Synagogue. Issues of practise have not yet been visibly addressed by the project committee and this is something that could repel visitors if the resolution to vital issues such as these are not publicised widely. The project also engages with social media to promote its progress.  
The first stages of construction will begin when the project has collected ten million euros. The project leaders are looking for investments and sponsorships and there is an opportunity for supporters of the project to purchase and sponsor a brick for ten euros. There has been no realised projection for the completion of the House of One.
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