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Weekly Introduction
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Purpose of the Week
The sense that the future is somehow preordained occurs in many cultures and in astronomy and astrology is connected to the observation that the motions of the stars and planets can be predicted in advance: if life is connected to these motions then life can also be predicted in advance. This week considers the varieties of belief in fate and their relevance to cosmology, astronomy and astrology.

Tasks
Do the required reading for the week.
Consider your choice for the 3500 word essay: ask for a skype tutorial if you would like to discuss the options.
Review any webex recordings for weeks you may have missed.

Class Description
This week considers issues arising from debates concerning fate, necessity  and determinism, especially their application to astrology (fate and necessity are words rooted in classical thought, determinism tends to be preferred by modern thinkers, and each word can have multiple, subtle differences in meaning) The problem is a huge one for, experientially (in terms of inner experience) and phenomenologically  (in terms of experience of the phenomena of the world),  most people feel that sometimes they take free choices while at others their lives seem to be part of wider patterns in which they may have little choice. The question as to whether choice is free or not, or somewhere in between, is ultimately unresolvable.  The cosmological evidence, as found in the regularity of solar and lunar cycles (and other astronomical cycles once they are measured) tends to point to an order to which all life is subject. The question, then, which all human cultures seem to face, is to what extent the details of human life conform to this cosmological order and to what extent human beings can attain a degree of control over their lives by engaging with this cosmological order. This is one basis of magic and a, if not the, basis of astrology in most, if not all, cultures. 

Philosophers have struggled with these problems and developed different formulae for solving the ‘fate-free will’ problem. The reading will introduce discussion of forms of determinism such as ‘soft’ and ‘hard’ determinism and ‘compatiblism’ and incompatibilism’, which cast the usual ‘free will’ versus ‘determinism’ debate in a much more nuanced form and draw a distinction between modern determinism and the classical notion of fate.    
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Forum
How free is human will in an astrological cosmos?



 

 
