Encyclopaedia 

This encyclopaedia entry is going to highlight the main features of the Jewish festival, Rosh Hashanah, and assess its significance within the Jewish faith. This relates to a subject-specific encyclopaedia article and therefore could be found in the Encyclopaedia of Religion.
 
Rosh Hashanah 

Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New Year, which takes place on the first and second days of the seventh month, Tishrei. The celebrations begin at sundown. Rosh Hashanah is also the start of the Ten Days of Penitence according to the Mishnah, concluding on Yom Kippur (the ‘Day of Atonement’), the most spiritual date of the Jewish year. These two festivals together are known as the ‘Days of Awe’ and it is significant that during this season Jews apologise and seek forgiveness for their wrong doings in the past year. Rosh Hashanah translates as ‘The Head of the Year’. As the body is controlled by the head it symbolises that one’s behaviour on Rosh Hashanah will define the following year.[footnoteRef:1] The New Year has also been described by rabbis as, Yom ha-Din (the ‘Day of Judgement’) and Yom ha zikkaron (the ‘Day of Remembrance).[footnoteRef:2] The Bible refers to the New Year as a day to rest; a memorial to be declared with trumpet blowing; a day to sound the horn.[footnoteRef:3] The creation of the earth and mankind is celebrated during this festival and as a result God is the focal point as he is the creator.[footnoteRef:4] [1:  Naftali Brawer, A Brief Guide to Judaism: Theology, History and Practice, (Philadelphia, PA: Running Press, 2008), pp.194-198.]  [2:  Dan Cohn-Sherbok, Judaism: history, belief, and practice, (London: Routledge, 2003), p.515.]  [3:  Lavinia Cohn-Sherbok and Dan Cohn-Sherbok, Judaism: A Short Introduction, (Oxford: Oneworld, 1997). p.85. ]  [4:  C.M. Pilkington, Teach Yourself Judaism, (London: Hodder, 1995), p. 211. ] 


For Jews, Rosh Hashanah is significant as it is the day to come before God and be judged by the supreme being for their actions of the past year, it is God who governs their destiny. As a result, it is a time for thought and self-analysis. Rosh Hashanah gives Jews the chance to deliberate, pray and to make plans to improve themselves for the year ahead. [footnoteRef:5]  Some people are considered virtuous, others are considered to be unforgivably sinful. However, most Jews fall in-between the two and have the Ten Days of Penitence to atone for their sins.[footnoteRef:6] The eve of the New Year, at sundown, marks the beginning of Rosh Hashanah where ceremonies begin to take place within the Synagogue. [footnoteRef:7]  [5:  Norman Soloman, Judaism: A Very Short Introduction, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996), p.62. ]  [6:  L. Cohn-Sherbok and D. Cohn-Sherbok, Judaism: A Short Introduction, p.85. ]  [7:  Soloman, Judaism: A Very Short Introduction, p.62. ] 


Synagogue and Prayer

The Ark, the Torah scrolls and the reading desk are all found in the Synagogue and adorned in white during the period of Rosh Hashanah. In addition, those that stand before the congregation, such as the rabbi, wear a white Kittel (robe). [footnoteRef:8] During Rosh Hashanah the morning service can take between four to six hours due to the length of the prayers and as a result the service starts before the usual time. [footnoteRef:9] It is common for some Jews to stay in the synagogue for the entirety of the day. The service refers to the power and loving nature of God, and puts focus on the calling of the Jewish people. There are many passages that are read aloud from the Torah including stories about the birth of Isaac and his attempted sacrifice and the story of the prophet Samuel. [footnoteRef:10]  The most distinct part of the service is the blowing of the ram’s horn, also known as the sounding of the shofar. [footnoteRef:11] [8:  Cohn-Sherbok, Judaism: history, belief, and practice, p.515.]  [9:  Soloman, Judaism: A Very Short Introduction, p.62. ]  [10:  L.  Cohn-Sherbok and D. Cohn-Sherbok, Judaism: A Short Introduction, p.85. ]  [11:  Soloman, Judaism: A Very Short Introduction, p.62. ] 


Blowing of the Shofar 

The Torah describes the New Year as Yom Teruah or ‘The Day of Shofar Blowing’.[footnoteRef:12] Blowing the shofar for the congregation is a privilege, although the appropriate skills are needed to create the correct sounds. It is preferably performed by a male who is high up in the Jewish hierarchy.[footnoteRef:13] It is during the two days of Rosh Hashanah, that the shofar is sounded on three occasions during the ceremony: following the reading of the Torah; during musaf and one time before the final prayers (unless the first day corresponds with the Sabbath).[footnoteRef:14] There are three different ways of blowing the shofar: tekiah (a sustained note); shevarim (three soft notes); teruah (nine staccato notes). As said by the philosopher Moses Maimonides the shofar is sounded to summon sinners to atone for their wrongdoings, “Awake you sinners and ponder your deeds; remember your Creator, forsake your evil ways and return to God.” (Mishnah: Torah). Therefore, Rosh Hashanah is significant to Judaism as it gives Jews the opportunity to repent.[footnoteRef:15] [12:  Chabad.org [online]. High Holidays: What is Rosh Hashanah, [Cited: 25 October 2017]. Available from: <http://www.chabad.org/holidays/JewishNewYear/template_cdo/aid/4762/jewish/What-Is-Rosh-Hashanah.htm>]  [13:  Brawer, A Brief Guide to Judaism: Theology, History and Practice, p.198.]  [14:  L. Cohn-Sherbok and D. Cohn-Sherbok, Judaism: A Short Introduction, p.85. ]  [15:  Cohn-Sherbok, Judaism: history, belief, and practice, p.516.] 


Custom

On day one of Rosh Hashanah, during the afternoon, it is traditional for Orthodox Jews to figuratively rid of one’s transgressions into water, such as a river or the sea. Prayers of forgiveness are recited, and this is also known as the Tashlich ceremony.[footnoteRef:16] Sections from the book of Micah are delivered, “… He does not retain his anger forever, because he delights in showing clemency. He will again have compassion upon us; he will tread our iniquities under foot. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.” (Micah. 7:18-19).  [16:  Chabad.org [online]. High Holidays: What is Rosh Hashanah, [Cited: 25 October 2017]. Available from: <http://www.chabad.org/holidays/JewishNewYear/template_cdo/aid/4762/jewish/What-Is-Rosh-Hashanah.htm>] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Rosh Hashanah is also a time where sweet food is consumed to represent the prospects of a sweet year to follow. It is often bread and apple which is dipped into honey after the blessing of the wine and the reciting of the kiddush.[footnoteRef:17] The challah bread is circular to represent the prospects of a well-rounded year. The crust of the bread is sometimes made to resemble a ladder, this is to represent a direct path up to God. During day two of Rosh Hashanah it is tradition to give thanks to God by reciting the Sheheyanu whilst eating the fruit from the new season, it is often a pomegranate. This is to show gratitude to God for giving the chance to be here to experience new things. Therefore, this time is significant for Judaism as it allows Jews to express their appreciation to God. Throughout the time of Rosh Hashanah it is also common for people to visit the resting place of their loved ones. [footnoteRef:18]  [17:  Soloman, Judaism: A Very Short Introduction, p.62. ]  [18:   Cohn-Sherbok, Judaism: history, belief, and practice, p.515.] 


Rosh Hashanah is significant to contemporary Judaism as it is the Jewish New Year, the time to remember and to celebrate the creation of the world and mankind.  It is the time when Jews come before God to be judged and given the opportunity to ask for forgiveness and repent for their sins.
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