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What motivates groups or individuals to engage in acts of terrorism? Answers should reference specific perpetrators and incidents as examples.
This report will be looking at what motivates groups and individuals to engage in acts of terrorism in general. Looking at different Terrorist attacks to better understand the different motivations of offenders for carrying out an act of terrorism. Understanding what extremism and radicalisation is and how this creates a terrorist.
Terrorism and Terrorists
Terrorism is defined under the Terrorism Act (2000) as ‘the use of actions such as violence against a person where they are designed to influence the government, or an international governmental organisation or to intimidate the public. The use or threat must also be for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial or ideological cause.’ There is no specific definition to define what a terrorist attack is as everyone has different viewpoints of what is and is not a terrorist attack and there are many types of terrorism and terrorists (Crown Prosecution Service, 2024). Examples of types of terrorism methods are hijacked planes, use of explosives, kidnappings, suicide bombers. 
A terrorist is a person or group of people who commit acts of terrorism through the acts of violence and threats (Herre et al, 2023). There is no specific race, religion, ethnicity of terrorist anyone can be a terrorist. There are many different motivations groups and individuals have for carrying out terrorist attacks such as religion, politics, beliefs.
Extremism and Radicalisation
Extremism is when a person or group of people have extreme views and promote the ideology through hatred, violence and aggression. As said by the UK Government (2024) three aims this can be is destroy fundamental rights and freedoms of others, replace or overturn the UK’s system of parliamentary democracy and rights and creating a permissive environment for others. Having extreme views   leads people to be radicalised. It is not illegal to have an extreme viewpoint or belief however it would become an issue when violent actions are being committed.
What happens to most people who become terrorists is they end up being radicalised. What this means is a person will go through a resocialisation process where their views in life will begin to change and the end outcome for many will be the destruction of themselves or others (Orsini,2023). Some may have chosen to go down the path of becoming a terrorist others may have been forced or brainwashed to believe and live in a particular way. This is when they carry out actions for their extreme ideologies to be heard through violence. Once people meet others who have the same extreme views it is what motivates them to carry out these acts and behaviour.
7/7 London Bombings 2005
On July 7th, 2005, four suicide bombers named Mohammed Siddeque Khan, Hasib Hussein, Shazad Tanweer and Jermaine Lindsay struck London transport network with explosive devices in their rucksacks (British Transport Police, 2024). Three were born British Islamic extremists and Jermaine Lindsay moved to Britain from Jamaica. The first three bombs went off at around 8:50am in Aldgate, Edgware Road and Russell Steet stations with the fourth bomb at 9:47am on a bus in Tavistock Square (British Transport Police, 2024). The attack resulted in fifty-two deaths and hundreds injured. The attackers most likely choose London one due to it being the capital of England and it is highly populated meaning they could harm hundreds of people and cause mass terror and destruction.
The ringleader of the group was 30-year-old Mohammed Siddeque. He was described as a “father figure” by children from the primary school he worked at working with vulnerable children (The Independent, 2015). Siddeque and 22-year-old Shazad Tanweer would regularly go back and forth to Pakistan to Jihadist training camp and followed the Islamist group Al-Muhajiroun that is based in the UK since 1996. (The Independent, 2015). This group’s aim is to create an Islamic caliphate ruled by Shariah Law which is the Islamic legal system for public and private behaviour. The group is now known as Al-Ghurabaa and has been proscribed by the UK Government due to glorifying acts of Terorism (Home Office, 2013). 19-year-old Germaine Lindsay converted to Islam in the year 2000 and began handing out leaflets supporting a terrorist group the Al-Qaeda and was caught downloading material about the Taliban and 9/11 whilst at school (BBC, 2011). The youngest of the group 18-year-old Hasib Hussain was also a supporter of the terrorist group Al-Qaeda and openly expressed his support for the group especially after 9/11 (The Independent, 2015).
What you can see is all four men had extreme Islamic views and supported well known terrorist groups which even though separate groups all are connected known as the ‘Muslim brotherhood’ (MENA Research Center, 2019). Islamic extremists’ ideas are that the world should follow the Shariah Law which was proscribed by Allah and is a set of rules that Muslims follow and that extremists believe everybody should follow. They believe that Shariah Laws are the only real form of governance and are against human rights and democracy (MENA Research Center, 2019). Their motivation to get heard and attention for their beliefs is in acts of violent terrorism.
9/11 Attack 2001
One of the world’s most known terrorists’ attack was the September 11th, 2001, terror attack on the World Trade Center in New York City. The Islamist extremist group Al-Qaeda hijacked four commercial planes that were flying to California. Two planes flew into the World Trade Center Twin Towers, one into the Pentagon which is the USA Headquarters of the Department of Defence and the fourth plane landed in a field due to passengers on the plane stopping the hijacker from crashing into Washington D.C. (9/11 Memorial Museum, 2023). Nineteen members of the Al-Qaeda most from Saudia Arabia were involved. The reason they targeted those four specifics planes is due to the high number of passengers on board and that the planes had lots of fuel which would cause mass destruction.
The founder of Al-Qaeda created in 1988 was Osama Bin Ladin he is the one who orchestrated the attack and trained all the men. Saudia Arabian born after the Soviet Union attack on Afghanistan in 1979 he began supporting the Islamic fighters. After the war he wanted to continue the ‘jihad’ meaning holy war through violence. When the Soviets withdrawal from Afghanistan in 1989 Bin Ladin wanted to fight all enemies of Islam around the world (Spataro, 2008). This was the start of the attacking of western governments. Osama Bin Laden admitted he orchestrated the 9/11 attack was caught and killed by US agencies in 2011 (FBI,2024).
The motives for all these men were religion and to show their devotion to god. These hijackers were involved in a group where suicide through terrorism was a social norm, so they were programmed to be killed (Gambetta, 2005). Al-Qaeda aim is to inspire Islamic movements worldwide and attack those who are against it. The reason they targeted the World Trade Center is due to the symbolism of USA economic power and the Pentagon being symbol of USA military power. This attack resulted in over 3,000 deaths and thousands injured (Gambetta, 2005).
Manchester Arena Attack 2017
The Manchester Arena Attack on May 22nd, 2017, involved a suicide bomber named Salman Abedi who detonated a bomb from his rucksack at an Ariana Grande concert in the foyer of the arena when the show ended (Parveen, 2021). The attack resulted in the death of twenty-two people ages ranging from 8 to 51 years old and hundreds injured.
Salman Abedi was a 22-year-old British citizen of Libyan descent who lived in Manchester. He lived with his family all of whom were religious. From research it looks like Abedi father played a significant role in the beliefs Abedi had. At just 15 years old he and his father went to Libya to join the U.K. sanctioned Libyan Islamic Fighting Group against the Gaddafi regime (Counter Extremism Project, 2024). This shows he was introduced to violence at a young age. In 2011 Abedi became more religious and open about his extremist views and discussed with others about the ‘value of dying for a cause’ (BBC, 2017). It is believed that Salman Abedi may have been radicalised whilst travelling back and forth to Libya and where he built connections with other Islamic extremists. It is believed Abedi was connected with British propaganda ISIS recruiter Raphael Hostey (Doward et al, 2017). If this was the case, he would have been able to get knowledge and help on how to carry out his attack.
Again, religion was the motive for this attack. Abedi felt strongly about his Islamic views and his involvement with other extremists would have helped encourage him to carry out the attack. Even though Abedi carried out the suicide mission himself his brother Hashem Abedi was discovered to have helped him make the device and was convicted of 22 counts of murder and given life imprisonment (Parmenter, 2020). The encouragement and support from his brother would have also motivated him to carry out the attack. Choosing the Manchester Arena where thousands of people would be would allow for more destruction and lives at risk. Due to Salman Abedi not being involved in specific extremist group nor leaving any note or video behind it is difficult to know his full reasoning behind the suicide mission.
Conclusion
All three of the terrorist attacks mentioned had a major component in common and that was the motive of religion and beliefs. What this shows is how powerful religion can be and the actions people are willing to take for what they believe in. It also shows how powerful terrorist organisations can be even from the other side of the world. A leader such as Osama Bin Ladin had a powerful hold over hundreds of people and due to this, he could use others to carry out his violent attacks. The 9/11 attack especially encouraged and motivated other Islamic extremists as seen In the London 7/7 Bombings and the Manchester Arena attack those terrorists were inspired by the actions of 9/11. As violence is what terrorism is the encouragement from others who have the same beliefs as you is a big motivator as they share the same drive for the belief and would want to see violent acts caried out. These attacks show the lengths terrorists are willing to take which for many is killing themselves in order for their beliefs to be heard and seen and taking the lives of innocent people.
What we see from these terror attacks also is how many of the terrorists lived double lives and many own family and friends were shocked to discover what they did. All of which were different ages, from different countries and lived different lives which shows anyone could be a terrorist. 
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