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Ychwanegwch eich targedau o’ch aseiniad diwethaf (Ond yn berthnasol os yr ydych wedi cwblhau aseiniad) / Please add your targets from the previous assignment (Only relevant if you have completed an assignment)
	[bookmark: cysill]Targed/Target 1
	Ensure all references noted within your reference list contain all the information required. 

	Targed/Target 2
	Try to support all your key messages with research, who agrees? Who disagrees?

	Targed/Target 3
	Synthesise a range of sources when supporting your critical discussions.



Cycle 1 Learners, Schools and Communities: where I am teaching?

Assignment Part 2- Write a personal reflective account exploring the nature of communities, families and schools in relation to your beliefs and assumptions – how might these inform your development into a professional teacher.

I believe a great school has a fantastic relationship with pupils, families, the local communities and other schools. Where the whole community contributes to the learning and experiences the school provides, this has come from my experience in school where I loved to go every day and learn new experiences with local volunteers coming into the school. This belief can be seen within the new curriculum (successful futures, 2015) and Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological systems theory (Pound, 2009) where all the community affects the child’s learning and Development.  I believe that teachers are truly inspirational and can shape children’s lives for the better with guidance and care, a good teacher will have good outcomes. A good teacher must make the lessons age appropriate, fun and interesting, creating areas where the children can go to explore their own thoughts and ideas during a lesson. This belief can be structured around Rudolf Steiner’s theory as his theory has similarities with the foundation phase framework (gov.wales 2015) and the new curriculum Successful Futures (gov.wales 2015), where the children will learn by example from the teacher and peers and the learning is cross-curricular with no boundaries also, pace of learning is set by the child (Pound, 2005). However, McNamara (1994) states that a vast majority of teachers concentrated on language and mathematics as an individual lesson, where it was mainly written work and was done as a whole class together not concentrating on the individuals.  I believe a teacher provides new experiences for all children to explore, as a teacher you would get to know the children as individuals and parents in your class to find out information about the children’s backgrounds so u could provide fun and exciting experiences that would help with life skills in the future for all children. This belief is supported by the work of Tina Bruce who favours an holistic approach to teaching young children, which focuses on creativity, play and first hand experiences (Pound,2009), Maria Montessori theory of learning through play (Gray and Macblain, 2012) and Fredrick Froebel who highlighted the idea children should be allowed to be children, enjoy the things children should enjoy without having any concern of what comes next, encouraging the teacher to begin where the learner is (Pound,2005). However, Pellegrini and Blatchford (2000) believe teachers meet needs of the classroom not the individual pupil as they believe the classroom layout can affect the children’s behaviour. However, the new curriculum being launched in Wales is about the inclusivity and how everyone should be given the opportunity to all learning (Successful Futures, 2015). Also, Estyn (2020) has released a report which evaluates how well primary and secondary schools in Wales support pupils with adverse childhood experiences which agrees with my belief of getting to know the children and their backgrounds. I believe some children enjoy learning more by doing activities instead of being spoken to, I am one of these, this can also be using the philosophy for children which was created by Matthew Littman which focuses on exploration (philosophy4children, 2020). This was also shown in my bridging day when I spoke to the teacher about how she plans her lessons she makes sure that there are many doing learning activities, as she finds her class will interact and express more about the topic. 
During this module we have learnt different ways of effective practice and during our bridging days how our school is linked to parents and the community. Firstly, during my bridging days, I went into the school to see if my beliefs were shown through the school. I am very lucky to be situated in a school that has fantastic links to parents and the community. I as a teacher would try and follow the ideas of Enterprising in a school. My bridging school choses many Enterprise projects across the year which brings the community and parents together to learn with the children, e.g. My bridging school has created a café which is open to the community every Friday morning, the children bake all the food they sell and works in the café serving and interacting with parents and the community with the help of volunteers. To set up the café the students had visits from bakers, Communities First, Collaborative Communities, Regional Learning Partnership, Business in the Community and Enterprise in the Valley who all helped them set a business plan (x school website, 2019).  The bridging school has had great success in doing so and it has shown in the performance of the children and parents. The school were chosen by Estyn (2018) for having effective practice in achieving high standards through pupil wellbeing and enhancing pupils’ entrepreneurial skills and improving standards. The links between the community and the school has a great impact on the children’s learning with outsiders bringing new skills into school and for children to experience new skills and achievements by visiting different areas of the community. As Bronfenbrenner suggests in his Ecological System Theory that the Microsystem - Home, Mesosystem - School and Exosystem – Community influence the child’s behaviour and what and how they learn (Pound, 2009). I didn’t realise how much of an impact the community and environment had on the child, I thought the teacher and how she teaches had the most impact, but it is all interlinked with each other.
      During this module, I have also, realised how much more important inclusivity is in the curriculum. My bridging school are exploring different ideas of how to be inclusive in all areas of learning and their statement includes – similarities and differences are welcomed; moral and spiritual issues are explored (school x website,2019). We as teachers need to plan inclusively and is a big part of the new curriculum and teachers need to use a diverse approach when looking at all the pupils as individuals. We need to give equal opportunities to all pupils to learn the same outcome in different ways. We must encourage it is ok to be different. This is supported by Thompson (2011), where he expresses that equality should not be understood as ‘sameness’, that everyone has equal rights to be different and to learn differently due to culture, language, age and gender. There is a class teacher in my bridging school that writes her work in 3 languages English, Welsh and Polish as she has many polish children in her class. This is an excellent form of practice on how the teacher can relate to the pupils.
I do believe that changes in the curriculum were needed and that the child needed to be at the centre of the curriculum. However, McNamara (1994) believed that teachers were exceeding in the way they were teaching and what they were teaching and with only substantial evidence that it would be changed, which there was no need to investigate at the time. However, Wales introduced a new curriculum in 2008 called the Foundation Phase where children aged 3-7 learnt through play, but Estyn (2017) found many schools did not implement the foundation phase frame work correctly and found teachers needed more training on how to implement the curriculum fully. Donaldson’s Successful Futures (2015) is based around the foundation phase as he found that the foundation phase was a great framework and has made a brand-new structure to teaching making the pupils the centre focus of the new curriculum with areas of the foundation phase included.
As a teacher I know there is a code of practice set by the educational work force (EWC, 2019) which we must adhere to as professionals. McNamara (1994) believes that the personal qualities of a teacher are judged more highly than her pedagogy skills and due to research into teacher effectiveness shows teachers who are rated high on general characteristics as people are thought to be effective teachers. This is also discovered by Charles William Eliot in 1869 where he believed that the actual problem was not what to teach, but how we teach (Gage, 1985). I agree with this statement because if a teacher is boring and not enthusiastic about her work then the children will respond the same, this is also agreed in the work of Bandura’s social learning theory which focuses on the imitation of behaviours by children (Gray and Macblain, 2012) and also Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory where he states teachers affect the behaviour of a child (Pound, 2009). As the four purposes states in Successful Futures (gov.wales 2015) we as teachers are helping the children to become:
· Ambitious capable learners
· Enterprising, creative contributors
· Healthy confident individuals
· Ethical, informed citizens
Therefore, as one of my targets I will need to exceed these four purposes, as code of practice by the EWC (2019) and I will need to self-evaluate and keep my skills and knowledge up to date where necessary. Also moving forward I need to remember, to explore the area that I am teaching in, to know how to implement the local environment into the topics and themes, continuing bringing parents and the community into the school, making the learning more experiential for the children and their families. This is supported again by Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological System Theory who states the influences of a child’s life. Also continuing looking at Bronfenbrenner’s Theory, as a teacher in Wales we need to remember the welsh language as a major part of the curriculum and that the government has released the Cymraeg 2050 plan (gov.wales 2017) to gain a million Welsh speakers by 2050 which in Bronfenbrenner’s theory is and external factor in the Macrosystem which will affect the child’s learning (Gray and Macblain, 2012). As a school in Wales this influences the children’s learning as they are needing to learn welsh through school. So, as a teacher we must implement the use of Welsh language across the curriculum at every stage, considering all the children and their backgrounds as individuals which is stated in Successful Futures (gov.wales 2015).
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