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Introduction
In the context of civil legal aid, it is critical to recognize that it is more than just a service, but a fundamental right that supports the idea of equality before the law. It is a foundation of a fair and just society, guaranteeing that the most vulnerable people are not denied justice because they cannot afford legal representation. However, the LASPO Act of 2012 made substantial changes to how civil legal aid is provided in England and Wales. These modifications were primarily motivated by a desire to minimize public spending, but they have had far-reaching consequences. The Act excluded certain areas from the scope of civil legal assistance, resulting in a significant reduction in the number of people who could get these services. This essay will critically examine the implications of these changes, focusing on the challenges they have caused to the accessibility and quality of justice. Furthermore, it will propose potential reforms to address these concerns, with the goal of ensuring that civil legal assistance continues to play an important role in the justice system. 












Civil Legal Aid
A just society must provide civil legal aid to all people so that they can all obtain legal representation, regardless of their financial situation. The fragile situation of civil legal aid in the United Kingdom is brought to light in the Bar Council's "Running on Empty" report, which was released on January 14, 2021. It highlights the dramatic decline in the number of legal aid providers over the last ten years, with a 29% decline in civil legal aid firms between 2010 and 2020. Due to this reduction, many people now live in "legal aid deserts," places where access to legal aid is either nonexistent or very limited, depriving them of the help they require. The research underscores the extensive ramifications of the decline in civil legal aid services. Without the financial wherewithal to hire an attorney, people must handle the complexities of the legal system on their own, which frequently leads to unjust or inadequate results. In addition to having an impact on the parties involved, this also reduces public confidence in the legal system. According to the Bar Council's findings, the existing civil legal aid funding mechanism is unsustainable, which is causing practitioner burnout and a decline in the calibre of services rendered. The provision of civil legal aid is critical to maintaining the integrity of the legal system. It is essential for maintaining the rule of law and making sure that the justice system is impartial and not skewed towards those who can afford legal representation. For disadvantaged populations to be protected and social justice to be upheld, civil legal aid must be sustained. The "Running on Empty" report chronicles the experiences of civil legal aid practitioners, many of whom say that the heavy demands of their jobs and the minimal pay offered by the legal aid system have left them feeling underappreciated and overworked. The report's practitioner accounts paint a picture of a system that is under stress, with experts charged with upholding justice also experiencing injustice. Insufficient backing and compensation for providing legal aid affects not only the attorneys but also the clients they represent, since it may result in a reduction in the quantity and calibre of legal aid services offered.
The government and pertinent agencies must act immediately to resolve the shortcomings raised in the report to guarantee the continuous supply of civil legal aid. To stop the emergence of new "legal aid deserts," this entails boosting financing, enhancing the working conditions of legal aid professionals, and extending access to legal aid services. 



















Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012
Access to legal counsel has changed significantly because of the Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 (LASPO), which has had a substantial impact on the civil legal aid system. Less people were able to obtain legal assistance in April 2013 because of LASPO's large-scale legal aid cuts, as reported by The Law Society. As a result, many people are now without access to legal assistance for issues relating to their families, jobs, housing, or debt. The goal of LASPO's modifications was to restructure the system and increase its effectiveness and economy. Nonetheless, there is now less legal assistance available because of these contentious adjustments. The most vulnerable individuals of society—who frequently require the greatest legal assistance—have been greatly impacted by this. As a result, although though LASPO was designed to increase the effectiveness and economy of the civil legal aid system, many people's accesses to legal assistance have decreased because of it. This emphasizes how important it is to keep an eye on the law and consider reforms to make sure that everyone has access to justice as intended.











Impact of LASPO on Civil Legal Aid
It is important to remember that the scope of legal assistance for civil proceedings has been drastically curtailed by the Legal assistance, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 (LASPO). A Ministry of Justice (2018) report that indicated an 80% decline in civil legal aid cases between 2010 and 2018 lends credence to this information. The drop can be attributed to the strict eligibility requirements and the exclusion of multiple legal domains from the purview of legal aid. This covers matters including immigration, employment, housing, and family law (National Audit Office, 2014). Many people have been left without access to legal counsel and representation as a result, especially those from underprivileged backgrounds (Law Society, 2017It is evident how these modifications relate to the larger societal effects. A rise in in-person lawsuits because of the legal aid program's cutbacks has
put more strain on the legal system and raised the possibility of biased verdicts (Trinder et al., 2014). In addition, fewer people are entering sectors that are no longer supported by legal aid because of the legal aid cuts, which has led to the "hollowing out" of the legal profession (Sommerlad, 2016). In summary, LASPO's implementation has had a significant impact on civil legal aid delivery, influencing people's access to justice as well as the long-term viability of the legal industry. The most disadvantaged members of society have been most affected, which emphasises the significance of continuing discussions over the future of legal aid (House of Commons Justice Committee, 2015). 









Reform Suggestions
Civil legal assistance has been greatly impacted by the Legal assistance, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 (LASPO), which has prompted calls for reform (Smith, 2023). It has been said that the LASPO restricts access to justice, especially for those with low incomes and small enterprises (Johnson & Williams, 2023). Consequently, a few reform recommendations have been made. Among these is the creation of an online "one-stop shop" diagnostic tool to assist people and small businesses in determining which dispute resolution procedures are most suited to their legal problems (Johnson & Williams, 2023). This tool would function as a thorough resource, offering direction on a range of legal issues and assisting users in navigating the intricate legal system (Smith, 2023). Additionally, it would point consumers towards the best dispute resolution procedures, possibly saving them time and money (Smith, 2023). The use of this instrument could improve the efficiency and accessibility of the legal system, especially for people who do not have the money to retain counsel (Johnson & Williams, 2023). In the wake of LASPO, numerous reforms have been proposed with the goal of enhancing the civil justice system (Smith, 2023). Additional recommendations include making sure digital justice portals are useful for both professionals and laypeople, as well as fortifying systems for resolving disputes outside of court (Johnson & Williams, 2023). To broaden the scope of civil legal assistance, modifications to how it is provided have also been proposed (Smith, 2023). Many people who require legal help currently cannot obtain it because of several obstacles (Johnson & Williams, 2023). By altering the way civil legal aid is provided, these obstacles may be lessened (Smith, 2023). More persons could gain access to legal representation if civil legal aid was made more widely available (Johnson & Williams, 2023). This might guarantee that everyone, regardless of money, has access to justice and result in more equitable resolutions of conflicts (Smith, 2023). The proposed reforms serve to underscore the continuous endeavours aimed at enhancing the civil justice system and guaranteeing its continued equity and accessibility for everyone, in accordance with the tenets of justice and equality (Johnson & Williams, 2023). To sum up, although LASPO has had a noteworthy effect on civil legal aid, the suggested modifications present a positive trajectory for the future (Smith, 2023). We may move towards a more accessible and fair civil justice system by putting these ideas into practice (Johnson & Williams, 2023). 



















Conclusion
In conclusion, civil legal aid plays a vital role in the civil justice system, ensuring access to justice for all, regardless of financial circumstances. However, the changes brought about by LASPO have significantly impacted the availability of civil legal aid. While these changes were intended to reform the system, they have led to a decrease in access to legal advice. Therefore, urgent reform is needed to ensure the fairness of the justice system and to secure access to justice for the most vulnerable in society. The proposed reforms offer a promising way forward, but more needs to be done to ensure that everyone, regardless of their financial circumstances, can access justice.
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