Assignment 1- Task 2.  Network Map and Rationale- Guidance
You are required to complete Task 2-  Network Map and Rationale as part of your Assignment 1 submission. 
This is suggested guidance only but you can follow these steps to structure and complete your task.

Part 1. Create a Network Map
Create a visual map of your own network, considering the following four areas:
· Career – People who help you with your career or professional development.
· Social – Friends, acquaintances, or colleagues you connect with socially.
· Support – Family members, close friends, or others who provide emotional or practical support.
· Community – Groups or people you engage with in your community (e.g., religious groups, local clubs, volunteering).
How to Create Your Network Map
You can use any tools to create your map, such as:
· Microsoft Word (using shapes or diagrams).
· Pen and paper (if you use this, take a photo and paste it into your document).
· Online tools like MindMeister or similar.
· 
Part 2.  Write a 200-Word Rationale
Write a short rationale of 250 words (+/-10%) explaining:
a) What type of network you currently have. 
You can choose from…
· Closed Network- You mainly connect with people who are similar to you (e.g., family, close friends).
· Selective Network- You are selective about who you include, focusing on people who are useful or important to you.
· Open Network- You engage with a wide variety of people, even those from different backgrounds or professions.
· Hybrid Network-  A combination of the above types.
b) Identify areas of weakness in your network or social capital (your connections and relationships). 
Think about…
· Bonding- Close connections with people like you.
· Bridging- Connections with people who are different from you or in different social groups.
· Linking- Relationships with people in positions of power (e.g., managers, organisations).
How to Write Your Rationale
· Reflect on your current network and decide which type you have (Closed, Selective, Open, Hybrid).
· Identify weaknesses in your network (e.g., you might have lots of close friends but not many professional connections).
· Explain what you need to improve (e.g., you might need to connect with more professionals in your field or with community leaders).
References
· Include a minimum of two academic references to support your rationale.
· These references could be from books, articles, or websites on networking or social capital.
· Use Harvard Referencing for both in-text citations and your reference list.
Tips for Completing the Task
· Use first-person language (e.g., I, me, my etc) when explaining your network and rationale.
· If you use pen and paper, make sure to take a clear photo of your network map and paste it into your document.
· Ensure your rationale is approximately 250 words (+/- 10%) to stay within the required word count.
· Use reliable sources and follow the university’s Harvard Referencing guidelines.
Submission 
Combine this task with the other 7 required in the Assessment 1 Template document which is in the Assessment Guidance tile on the Moodle page
Submit the final document through Turnitin once all the tasks are completed.
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